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Borderless
“The Freshest”

N e Taiwan Beer
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Then, what Taiwan Beer has to do with the German
beer? What Taiwanese drinking custom and taste is dif-
ferent from German's? Communicate through a glass of
beer, a Taiwanese (Lin Tzann-Feng, Senior Vice
President of Taiwan Tobacco & Liquor Corporation
\ 1 (TTL) ) and a German (Emmanuel Fritzen, Principal of
Taipei European School German School Section) shared
beer stories and their insight with us. Which is “the
Freshest” beer is borderless.
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n Taiwan, “Taiwan Beer” occupies nearly 80% beer

market, providing the needs of the market through its
four breweries nationwide. The company has a turnover
of hundred million NT dollars a day. On the contrary, in
Germany, there are more than 1,300 breweries, either
large ones or small ones, and the beer brand is too
numerous to cite individually. Germany's beer festival has
become the world well-known celebration, and the beer
festival culture has been also “transporting” to the vari- M BB (AR AR EBEEE - AT RS 5
ous countries. Therefore, it is not boast at all to say that : 0 |-“Ein Bier, das msn mit guten freunden trinkt."&
Germany is the world number one beer kingdom. FH O B TRAEHEMHEE, -

Beers that Have Close Relations

Ever since Duke Friedrich Wilhelm |V of Bavaria pro-
claimed “German Purity Law” in 1516, regulated that
the only ingredients that could be used in the production
of beer were water, barley, and hops. German beer, thus,
established the reputation of high purity quality and char-
acteristic. TTL was founded in 1961, then under the
instruction of German consultants, had selected fine bar-
ley, hops, German yeast and water as main ingredients
for beer production. Therefore, like other first-class quality
beer over the world, Taiwan Beer has German beer's
excellent blood relations. Furthermore, Taiwan Beer has
another distinguishing characteristic: local Ponglai rice.
By adding local Ponglai rice into the beer production turns

O European-blooded beer taste into a special flavor that
smells and tastes so local, which is so called "Taiwan
taste".

Different Flavors Different
Ways of Drinking
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Different from Taiwan, there are
many kinds of German beer.
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Among them is Pilsener, the world most representable
beer. Taiwan Beer is precisely belongs to the kind of
Pilsener. No wonder Principal Fritzen commented that
Taiwan Beer has especially a feeling of “benevolent” to
him.

Unlike German beer, Taiwan Beer has fewer kinds.
However, Taiwanese has many fun tricks in drinking beer.
For example, some would add plum or blend tomato juice
into Taiwan Beer, to create different taste or dilute bitter
taste of beer. This way of drinking is just similar to two
kinds of German beer, Shandy and Berliner Weisse.

Drink Beer As Water

Taiwanese fond of drinking to a toast, drink until the cup
sees the bottom. But German is different. They would
play one kind of interesting game. In Germany, there is a
special made beer cup, which can hold at least 3 liters of
beer; the shape of the cup is just like a boot, with unusual
large caliber. After the cup is filled up, people pass it
around the table, every one take turns to have a sip, who-
ever has the last sip has to pay for the bill. People do this
to make an atmosphere.

When you are thirsty, drink beer; when you are eating,
drink beer; when you are chatting or enjoying leisure
time, drink beer. Each German consumed approximately
130 liters beer every year; nearly at any place or occa-
sion one can always has a glass of beer. Taiwanese loves
beer just like German does. But in talking of beer, it is not
yet deep into the social culture as Germany.

“The Freshest” Governs All

Three are hundred and thousand
kinds of beer, but there is only
one common principle uni-
versally. That is “The
Freshest” is the best!
Beer product emphasizes
freshness; the nearer man-
ufacture date the better is
the beer. Although the
hometown flavor s
always unforgettable,
but for many German in
Taiwan, such as Principal
Fritzen, usually drinks
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Taiwan Beer.

Now, how “fresh” is Taiwan Beer? Senior V.P. Lin
said that the beer produced by the TTL, the labeling of
best drinking period from manufacture date is always less
than half year. And stock out on any retail shelf less than
2 months. Therefore, freshness is guaranteed. Imported
beer, on the other hand, the best drinking period is usual-
ly one year. In addition to freight transport sailing time
and store in a storehouse, it takes a period of time to
arrived{Tgiwan. Thus, its freshness is greatly compro-
mised.

rr




