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German ambassador bear
attends party in Taipei
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BY LOA IOK-SIN l't -'”'I'f 6/05 and Gesmany,” Ory explained
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Director-general . of the German
Institute in Talpsd Birgiia Ory, Ger-
mia expatrigbes and thelr Talwan-
ese friends unvelled the “Boddy
Bear” for Talwan atl Cerman Night
b Tanipeed oy Safrrcay.

First crested in Berdin in 2001,
the Buddy Bear — a sculpiure
abhomt - 2m tall — serves as e
many's ambassador of friendship,
traveling  around the world &0
promiate pesce and intematicnal
understanding.

There are L3 Buddy Bears
and 140 are on exbhibit around the
wikrhd, with each having 2 undguoe
pame and decoration

The Buddy Bear in Taiwan is
painted hlack with plum blossom-
shaped sunglasses, two clasped
hands forming a white V-shaped
strip across its chest and pants
decorated with images represent-
g {rErmany such &5 2 Germman
soccer player, the German high-
gpeod [CE train and: a picture of
Albert Elnstedin,

The bear arrived last month
arw]l wns unvelled on Satorday
after being painted i Kaohsiong
by stwdenis of the Pengshan and
Fenghsin high schools, as well as
students of the (s=rman School in
Taiped, Ory said,

“Thie phurn hlossom is Taivwan's
national fiower, the V-shaped sirip
t5 & feature of the Formosan black
teear and the shaking harvls sym
botize rendship between Talwan

Germany's representative to Tabwan, Sirgitt Ory, explaing the significance of the decors

She saddd the Buaddy Bear woald
hewve a busy sechedole in Taiwan,

‘He will mest the {werman
athdetes at the World Games in
Raohsiung [next month] and at
the Deaflympics in Talpel, and will
make § brief stop at the Gennan
sehonl in Taiwan,” Ory said, add-
g that the Buddy Bear wonld
also ottemd a concert featuring
German musie, and an event to
commemorate the Z0th annrver-
sary of the [l of the Bedin Wall
i Chetotser,

Ancther - reason  the Buddy
Bear was brooght to Taiwan is the
theme of this year's Taipei Film
Festival, which began on Friday
and will last uniil Joly 12

After the unvelling ceremaony
ueqts were reated Lo German
cuising and & sereening of the
muwie Berlin: Sgmphony of o
Mebropoliz

Liry [owvidesd everyone in Taiwan
o submil suggestions for Huddy
Bear's name,

Richard Plennig, & native of
Berlin studying at National Cheng-
chi University, quickly made his
oW seggestion: Taibear,

“Taibear’ |5 a combinstion of
Tatpei. Barlin and the bear fself”
Plenrdg said It also reflects my
owi life as T from Bedin and I'ny
studying in Taipei now,”

“It's inleresting to find & flm
festival Featuring movies about my
city when Uim tens of thousands of
kilommetiers dway from it,” he said,

tioms on Buddy Bear after he was unveiled in Taipeion Saturday, =0 s e



