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At last …. the new look EPC Newsletter has arrived! 

Once upon a time, the old infant campus produced the Wen Lin Times. To link 

to the past and also look to the future we have decided to call the newsletter 

the Wen Lin Journal. Journal is a word common to the languages of all three 

school sections and the Chinese characters for Wen Lin translate as ‘literature’ 

and ‘forest’ - which seems particularly apt for a school. We hope you like our 

new design and enjoy your regular delivery of the Wen Lin Journal. 

As usual, life is busy in the 

European Primary Campus. The 

British Section EAL department 

held a workshop for over 60 

parents on Wednesday - it was 

good to see such a high turn out; 

the German Section are preparing 

for their Project Week next week, 

in the British Infants preparations 

are going on behind the scenes for 

their Sports Days, work has 

started on the new astroturf pitch in the Junior playground  and, of course, the 

children are beginning to get excited about Bonfire Night! 

 

• British Junior Section Parents Evenings 22nd and 23rd October 

• German Section Project Week 20th - 24th October 

• Bonfire Night  8th November 

• Foundation Stage Sports Day 19th November 

• KS1 Sports Day 20th November 

Dates for your diary: 



Venue d’OSCAR BRENIFIER 

Lundi 6 octobre, Oscar Brénifier est venu 
animer un atelier « philosophie » pour les 
élèves des classes de CE1/CE2 et CM1/
CM2....quelques réactions « à chaud », et 
anonymes, de nos philosophes en herbe… 

 « Le philosophe est venu faire la classe. 

Le philosophe nous a posé une question : 
qu ‘est-ce qui est important ? Puis il y a un enfant qui 

a dit « la vie », quelqu’un d’autre a dit « apprendre ». Le phi-
losophe voulait une preuve et quelqu’un a dit « c’est la vie parce que 

si on est mort, on ne peut pas apprendre » 

« J’ai bien aimé car se poser des questions, c’est bien, mais ce que j’aime, moi, c’est 
y répondre. Je remercie fortement Mon-

« J’ai bien aimé parce qu’on devait réfléchir 
beaucoup et chacun pouvait donner son 
avis » 

«  J’ai aimé la venue du philosophe car 
en nous posant des questions, il nous a 
appris des choses qu’on ignorait com-
plètement. Et il nous a bien fait rigoler, il 
m’a même dit que je me prenais pour le 
centre du monde » 



Parions que des vocations sont nées !!!! Une nouvelle génération de philosophes…Grand 
merci Monsieur Brénifier.     

 

NB : Oscar a tellement aimé notre école, qu’il a récidivé jeudi 9 octobre, mais cette fois 
avec les grands… l’équipe enseignante des sections britannique et française ! 

Curieux, curieux… les réactions des adultes n’ont pas été très différentes de celles des 
enfants : même difficulté à entendre la question et à ne pas répondre à côté, même ten-
dance aux parades verbales et aux mouvements parasites. 

 

http://www.brenifier.com/index.html 

« J’ai bien aimé la visite du philosophe. C’était une expérience de ma vie…. 

Je n’oublierai jamais cette visite miraculeuse qui ressemble tellement à un rêve » 

 

« Le philosophe. J’aime le prof parce qu’il est drôle et il est gentil aussi » 

« J’ai bien aimé la visite de Monsieur 
Brénifier, car cela m’a aidé à réfléchir sur 
les autres et sur moi-même… » 

  

«J’aime bien la classe de philosophie, 
parce qu’il nous fait marrer et apprendre 
comment se comporter dans la classe. 
Je veux bien être philosophe dans le fu-
tur » 

  



17th October 2008 

 

Dear Parents 

This is the last newsletter before the mid term break. I hope you enjoy the week with 
your children. I am going to Okinawa for the week so my husband can go scuba diving – 
the holiday is part of his 50th birthday gift! 

 

Just a couple of things: 

The management of the school have decided that as from November 3rd, no Junior school 
children must use the Infant Section after school. Equipment has been broken, footballs left 
out, and most importantly teachers have been disturbed during meetings and private work 
time. If Junior age children are waiting to use the facilities due to being part of an ECA, they 
must wait quietly, but other than this they must not come over to the Infant Section. Many 
thanks for your support. 

 

Any lunchboxes left in school on a Friday will be thrown away. We are having a few prob-
lems with ants, and uneaten food is obviously a big temptation for them. 

 

• Some new mental maths equipment has arrived in school, and all teachers have now 
received training in how to use it. I am doing a demonstration on this equipment and how 
we use it with the children on Wednesday 5th November in the Infant Staffroom at 1:15. 
Please fill out the slip below if you would like to attend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Ruth Martin 

Head of the British Infant Section 

 

 

Name ____________________________________ Child’s class _________ 

 

I would like to attend the Maths Demonstration on Wednesday 5th November at 1:15. 

 

Signed _______________________________ 



Introducing Ourselves! 

Year One have been learning all about themselves this term. 
Our Topic ended last week when the children finished off 

their “All About Me” books. In Penguin Class we decided to 
share our books with the German section as a way of getting 
to know each other. The children were all very proud of their 

work, and also had the chance to make some new friends. 

Look at the fun we had! 

 

 

 



Dear Parents and Friends, 

 

I hope you enjoyed the long weekend as much as I did. I went hiking in Taroko 
Gorge and was stunned by the beautiful scenery. I waded through icy mountain 

streams, clambered up rocks and paddled in the sea. Wonderful! 

On Thursday the Infant and Junior staff worked on developing a Teaching and Learning 
Policy for the British Primary Section. We discussed our aims and explored ways of en-
suring children are equipped with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to 
lead happy, successful and rewarding lives. In the afternoon we were privileged to join 
the French Section’s visiting guest speaker, the philosopher Dr Oscar Brenifer, We cer-
tainly had our own thinking challenged as he lead us through ways in which we could 
extend children’s thinking through questioning.  

 

Lady Mayoress 

On Wednesday 7th October we were honoured with a visit from Theresa Lewis, the wife 
of the Lord Mayor of the City of London. Mrs. Lewis was shown around the school, spent 
time visiting classrooms and attended an assembly. She was very impressed with her 
guides, Sydney Cossu and Jane O’Connor. 

 

Astro-turf – Our school field is currently fenced off whilst contractors lay astro-turf. 
When it is finished we will have a much more useable space for both playtimes and PE 
activities.  

 

Reminders: 

On Wednesday 22nd October due to Parent/Teacher Consultations Sports Club (Year 3) 
and Choir will be cancelled.  

 

No Junior children should be on the Infant playground after school. Parents are re-
minded that they are legally responsible for their children  once they have collected them 
from school. 

 

Forthcoming Events:  

27th October – 31st October:  Half-term Holiday 

Saturday 8th November: Bonfire Night 5:00 -9:00pm 



Year 5 have been reading “There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom” by Louis 
Sachar for the last three weeks.  Here’s what some of the children 
thought about the book: 

I like this book be-
cause it is addictive.  
When you read a 
chapter, you can’t 
wait for what will 
happen. 

I love this Louis Sa-
char book.  It’s so 
emotional.  It makes 
you feel sad, happy 
and excited.  When 
you feel excited, you 
want to read more. 

I really like this 
book because it is 
both funny and 
touching.  I espe-
cially like the part 
when Bradley plays 

I like the story be-
cause Bradley 
turns from a bad 
boy into a good boy 
and makes new 

I liked the book be-
cause there were 
many funny parts in 
the book. 

I like the part when 
Bradley went in the 
girls’ bathroom and 
ate his sandwich be-
cause I think eating a 
sandwich in the bath-
room is really funny. 

I like this book be-
cause it was 
funny.  I like the 
girl because she 
speaks like a boy 
and she is a nice 
girl. 

I really think it’s good 
for people who are bul-
lies because Bradley 
sees that and bullies 
might see that. 

Deva 5KH 

This book is very 
funny because 
sometimes there are 
funny names in the 
story like Jeff Fish-
face, Chilli Bowl and 
Jeff Fishnose. 



Year 5 learnt how to write instructions in Literacy earlier this term.  We decided 
to write some instructions for a fruit salad as we were learning about healthy 
eating in Science.  We tasted some examples of tinned fruit salad from the su-
permarket and then planned and made our own.  We had lots of fun making our 
fruit salad and had a healthy meal as well.  Here are some pictures of 5MF mak-
ing their fruit salad: 



Saturday Soccer has got off to a good start this year with new families & 
coaches and approximately 200 children registered to take part.  We have had 
to order more T-shirts! We will provide further updates as the year progresses.   

 

If you would like to know more about Saturday Soccer, please visit the website: 
www.saturdaysoccer.org As you can see from these happy faces in the Age 4-5 
group, a lot of fun is had by all and an infectious team spirit is developing already. 



Taipei European School Parent Associations (combined British, German, French and 
High School sections) is holding the annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 29th 
from 11am- 5.30pm at the Wen Lin Campus. It is the largest fundraising event for our 
school, raising more than NT$1,400,000 last year and it attracted almost six thousand peo-
ple from the Taipei area. The funds raised are used to enhance the educational level and 

provide the “extras” in deserving programs and activities. 

A percentage also goes to a local charity in need. 

 

What happens on the Day of the Bazaar? 
People from all over come to buy parent-made Christmas handicrafts, participate in student organized ac-
tivities and games, be entertained by students and teachers, buy from local vendors, eat deliciously cooked 
food prepared by parents and hotels alike, buy scrumptiously made cakes and cookies and win great prizes 
at our Grand Raffle donated by many generous businesses. This year we plan to have a Christmas Tree 
light up and the end of the Bazaar around 5 pm where our choir sings carols to enhance the Christmas 
Spirit.  

TES Christmas Bazaar  

29th November 2008 

How you can help: 
 
Come join the Handicrafts group at Wen Lin Rd Parents Café. No experience necessary. The Handicraft 
group is meeting in the EPC Parents Café  on  
Tuesdays from 9 am – 12noon (more focus on fabrics and sewing, generell Xmas Decoration) and  
Thursdays from 9 am – 12noon (more focus on paper, and also generell Xmas Decoration). 
Contact:  

Ellen Meyer (paper), Email: Joachim_Meyer2000@yahoo.de, 0911 967 333 

Anne Morken (fabrics), Email: abmorken@hotmail.com, 0922 200 218 

 

Donate items from your company or business for our raffle. Please contact our Fundraising Committee 

Vasanthi Nagappan, Email:  vasanthinagappan@yahoo.com 

 

Sell Raffle tickets Great prizes are on stake! Each family will receive 5 booklets containing 5 tickets inside. 
Each booklet will sell for NT$200 or NT$50 per ticket. You will receive your tickets in November. Please sell 
them to your family members, business associates and friends! If you sell out, pick up more from the school 
offices. Please return the money or the unsold raffle tickets to the school. Details will be announced. 



         Help out at your child’s class activity or games. Please contact:  

         Paola Kunovsky, Email: kunovsky@hotmail.fr, 0958 586 595 and  

         Tracy Koong, Email: tracykoong@seed.net.tw, 0930 933 030 

         Contribute by making a cake or cookies that will be sold at the Bazaar. Please send the 

baked items to the school one or two days before the event. Please contact:  

Alice Hsia, Email: alicehsia@hotmail.com, 0910 344 058 

Want to set up a stall to sell your items on the day of the bazaar?  

All the tables will be offered on a first come, first served basis. Registration will take place from 

10 am– 12 pm at the Parents Café, Wen Lin Road Campus, on Wednesday 21st, Thursday 23th 

and Friday 24thOctober 2008 only. Vendor fee for big companies  is NTD 6’000 and for     

         smaller companies and private person is NTD 3’000 per day. For more information please contact 

          Paola Kunovsky, Email: kunovsky@hotmail.fr, 0958 586 595 and 

          Veronika Bobke, veronika@theverodesign.com, 0911 206844 

Help sell on the day of the Bazaar. We need people to sell cakes & cookies, flip burgers at the BBQ stall, 

work at the entrance selling tickets as well as sell handicrafts. If you can help out just for an hour or so, we 

would be very happy! The success of the bazaar is garanteed with everyones support and as the proceeds go 

back to our students we all benefit making this day a very special for the TES and the Community. 

Veronika Bobke, veronika@theverodesign.com, 0911 206844 

 

And please see list below to find your committee to help. 

Many thanks in advance for your ongoing support and keep your eyes 
open for more detailed information! 

With kind regards 

Veronika Bobke 

    Organising Committee     

Name   Email   Committee 

Pi-Chih Mueller h.p.mueller@t-online.de   0988 272 641 Advertising & Promotion  

Sylvette Collard collard.famille@gmail.com 0952 256 881 Cash Collection 

Alice Hsia   alicehsia@hotmail.com 0910 344 058 Cakes & Cookies 

Lisa Cha   limpaset@yahoo.com   0918 460 466 Catering restaurant vendors 

Christi Lehmann Starr clehmanstarr@yahoo.com   0953 772 555 Catering TES parents 

Karen Saenger dirk.sanger@msa.hinet.net   0930 167371 Christmas Wreaths 

Vasanthi Nagappan vasanthinagappan@yahoo.com   0988 150 960 Fundraising & Raffle 

Ellen Meyer   Joachim_Meyer2000@yahoo.de 0911 967 333 Handicrafts Paper & Deco 

Anne Morken   abmorken@hotmail.com   0922 200 218 Handicrafts Fabrics & Deco 

Paola Kunovsky kunovsky@hotmail.fr 0958 586 595 Site Planning, Activities 

Tracy Koong   tracykoong@seed.net.tw 0930 933 030 Stage Entertainment 

Veronika Bobke   veronika@theverodesign.com   0911 206844 Coordinator 

Mobile   



BRITISH SECTION PTA NEWS (OCTOBER 17 ,  2008)  

Fireworks Night at TES 

 

Fireworks Night, to be held this year on Saturday, November 8th from 5 till 9 pm at the Wen 
Lin campus, is probably the most popular, and certainly the most fun, TES 
school party of the year.   

Fireworks Night, sometimes called Bonfire Night or Guy Fawkes Night, is a 
British holiday celebrating the foiled attempt of Guy Fawkes and other con-
spirators to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 1605.  In those days, when 
everything about daily life revolved around religion, Catholics and Protestants 
fought each other for power and influence.  Guy Fawkes was among Catholic 
conspirators who plotted to overthrow the king.  The gunpowder plot, as it 
was called, was discovered, and today Britain and her former colonies cele-

brate the in-the-nick-of-time defeat with food, music, games, and fireworks. Traditionally an effigy of 
Guy Fawkes is burned in a bonfire, but at our school we will just wheel the guy around in a stroller. 

The event promises culinary delights and plenty of entertaining diversions.  Food stalls will 
have BBQ, gourmet pies, or Thai dishes for those who order tickets and meals in advance.   If you 
buy your tickets at the door, you will still be able to enjoy tasty pizza.  Everyone can also sample vari-
ety of drinks, ice cream and popcorn. 

For the children the games are a real treat, and this year we will have Pluck-a-Duck from the 
water, Hit-the-Cans, Ping pong Ball Throw, a basketball game, and a Guess-the-Jellybeans game.  
We will also offer face painting, nail painting, body painting, and faux tattoos.  Children are invited to 
come in fancy dress, called costumes if you are not from England, but this is up to the parents. 

We will be raffling off many excellent and exciting prizes and have a special cash raffle where 
half of the proceeds go to the PTA and half go to the winner of the draw.   

Of course the highlight of the evening will be our annual brilliant fireworks show.  It truly is 
spectacular, and children and adults alike look forward to it every year. 

 We are seeking many volunteers to help make this event the NIGHT to remember.  If you 
have any time to spare, please call Anne Jimenez at 0970-241-714 to volunteer. 

Information about purchasing tickets and menu options will fol-
low in a separate E-mail. 

Special Meeting --“To all gener-
ous volunteers, who have offered 
or plan to offer help with the Fire-
works Night, please note that on 
Thursday (November 6th) at 7 pm 
we will gather at the Parents’ 
Café on the Wen Lin EPC Cam-
pus for a key Event Briefing 
Meeting.  This will be a great 
chance for us all to discuss all 
critical arrangements and details 
of the event.  We are looking for-
ward to sharing coffee, perhaps a 
cookie or two, and observations.  
See you there!!!  

UPCOMING PTA MEETINGS:  

Until the Fireworks Night (November 8th), 
BS PTA will meet every Monday at 9am in Room 
J117 (across from the nurses’ office) to finalize 
preparations for this event and address other 
pressing concerns.  As you may have noticed, 
preparations for the Christmas Bazaar are in a 
full swing as well.  In short, there is plenty to do 
for everyone.  Please come and join us.  Make 
new friends and discover new and exciting ave-
nues for participating in the life of our school and 
community. 



Lyndall Taylor, BSPTA Secretary  

lyndall.m.taylor@gmail.com 

“We are an Australian family recently 
relocated to Taiwan after spending 3 
years in Hong Kong.  We have 3 
children.  Our 2 oldest are students 
at TES in: Years 3 and 1.  Being 
involved as Secretary of the PTA has 
allowed me to be a part of a very 
hard working and enthusiastic team.” 

Nelleke 
Jongebreur, 
Chair 

jongbroek 
@gmail.com 

“I am Dutch.  
Taipei is my first 
expatriate ex-
perience.  I have 
2 daughters at 
TES: Year 4 and 
Year 7.  I am 
looking forward 
to working with 
you.” 

Helen Chen, Vice-Chair - 

chenyh823@yahoo.com.tw 

Marijke Stijne 

ESC event coordi-
nator 

koertmarijke 
@yahoo.com 

“I am Dutch and 
have one son in 
Year 8 at TES.” 

Sylvie Boennec 

sylvieboennec 
@hotmail.com 

“I am French and have 3 
kids at TES: Year 1, 3 
and H3.” 

Anne Jimenez-Bacconnais, 
Class Parent Coordinator 

lilouj.tw@msa.hinet.net 

“I have 3 kids: Louise Y6, 
Pierre H3, and Marine at 
University in France.  I am 
French and serve as the 
Class Parent coordinator for 
the BSPTA.  This is my 
second year in Taiwan.” 

Claire Good, PSC Representa-
tive 

clgjgg.3004@yahoo.com.sg 

“I am from Singapore.  We 
moved to Taipei in February of 
this year.  I have one son in Year 
1 at TES.” 

Anne Bonneville Morken 

abmorken@hotmail.com 

“I am French, and I have two 
kids at TES: Year4 and 6.” 

Andrew Grimley  - grimley@dinyi.com.tw 

“I am Canadian and have one daughter at TES in 
Year 4.” 

Sahar Shaikh, British Council PTA 
Rep. 

Shahar_h_shaikh@yahoo.com.uk 

“I am German and have 2 kids at TES: 
Year 1 and Nursery.” 

Rebecca Earnshaw, Treasurer 

srearnshaw@btinternet.com 

“We have 2 children at TES, a 
daughter in Year 5 and a son in 
Year 7.  My family is on a 3 year 
assignment to Taipei from the 
South of England.” 

BS PT A CONT AC T PERSONS 
On September 26th of this year the BSPTA successfully held its Annual General 
Meeting, which elected the chair, vice-chair, secretary, and treasurer.  We also 
used this great opportunity to introduce all the BSPTA committees and their heads 
as well as discuss our goals for this year.  Please review names of BSPTA officers 
(attached below) who would be happy to assist you with finding fulfilling ways to 
participate in our efforts to make TES the best school it can be.  In upcoming News-
letters we will continue to introduce members of the BSPTA who were absent when 
we took this photo. 


