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A very warm welcome to the eighth edition of the EPC newsletter… 
 

WATCH OUT FOR THE FOLLOWING TES PRIMARY SCHOOL EVENTS 
TAKING PLACE THIS TERM… 

 
 
 
 
 

TES JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS DAY: Thursday 31st January  
 

CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS: Friday 1st February  
 

TES JUNIOR MUSIC CONCERT: Tuesday 26th February  
 

TES BOOK WEEK (Literacy focus): Monday 3rd to Friday 7th March 
 

TES CARNIVAL! Friday 7th March 
 
 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT MANY  
OF THESE EVENTS! 

 

F O R T H C O M I N G  D A T E S  F O R  Y O U R  D I A R Y . . .  

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.taipeieuropeanschool.com  
 
 
 
 

CONTACT: Taipei European School, Swire European Primary Campus, 727 Wen Lin Road, Shihlin, Taipei 11159, 
Taiwan  Telephone: +886 2 8145 9007 Ext 123 

Monday 7th January 2008: School begins again for Term Two 
Monday 14th January 2008: ECA’s begin again for Term Two 
Thursday 31st January 2008: TES Junior Sports Day 
Friday 1st February 2008: Next edition of the newsletter published 
 

TO REMEMBER... 
Please remember to wear 
your new access card when 
visiting the Primary Campus. 
 

Please remember that 
children in the British Section 
should be wearing the 
correct school uniform at all 
times.  
As the weather gets colder, 
please ensure your  child has 
a TES school jumper to 
wear. 
TES School jackets are now 
available from the uniform 
shop. 
Thank you 

 

Infant Section 2 

Junior Section 10 

German Section 10 

I n  t h i s  i s s u e …  
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

 
Dear Parents 
 
Happy New Year to you all! I hope you all had a good Christmas break, whether 
you stayed in Taipei or travelled further away. Nick and I thoroughly enjoyed 
having our two children visit us, although we felt really sad and empty when 
they left. Both Josh and Sophie thought Taipei was a fantastic city and couldn’t 
get over how lovely the weather was and how friendly the people were. We 
travelled to Kenting over Christmas itself, the temperature remained over 30C 
and Josh and Nick even managed to go surfing! We also hired 4 scooters and 
went for a drive through Kenting Park, but I decided that I don’t really belong 
on a scooter! 
 
I would like to welcome Mr Aaron Windle to TES, he is the new teacher in Year 
2. I would also like to welcome Miss Bridgette Sullivan as the Learning Support 
Assistant in the new class. Miss Shana Crook was originally appointed, but when 
she returned to America for Christmas, she was taken seriously ill and has had 
to remain in America for a 6 week treatment plan. I was so pleased when 
Bridgette, who we interviewed at the same time as Shana, was able to take up 
the post – thank you Bridgette. 
 
We have a short but busy term ahead of us, here a few reminders: 
∉ School Photos – Infant Campus 22nd and 23rd June. Please send the children 
in full school uniform. 
∉ Chinese New Year celebrations – Friday 1st February (more details overleaf) 
∉ School Closed – Thursday 28th and Friday 29th February 

Parent Interviews Wednesday 12th March 2:30 – 5:00 

         Thursday 13th March 5:00 – 7:00 
 
Can I also use this opportunity to remind all of 
you that we have a “no sweets in school” policy. 
When it is your child’s birthday we are happy and 
pleased to share a cake with the class, but please 
don’t send in sweets or any other sort of “goodie 
bag”. It’s particularly helpful if you can bring the 
cake in at about 1:45 and help the teacher cut it 
up and clean up afterwards. We do thank you for 
your help and cooperation with this. 
 
Best wishes 
Ruth Martin 
Head of Infant School 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

Nursery News 
 

Dear Parents 
We have now settled into our second term at school.  There are some new 
additions.  Please welcome Kassandra Li, Daphne Wu, Natalie Chiao and 
Sibyl Ho to our Nursery family. 
We do have to sadly say farewell to Vikas Meijer and Susan Son who 
will be leaving this term 

 

 
( Natalie, Sibyil, Kassandra and Daphne) 

 
This week all of the children visited the ICT Lab in the Middle School.  
This is the computer classroom with a large Interactive Whiteboard, which 
enables our whole class to participate at the same time.  Each child drew a 
beautiful picture using a simple paint program which allowed them to 
choose their colours and size of brush.  Indeed we have clever children here 
in Nursery! 
Please share this activity with your child by searching for 
online colouring sites at home.    
They may even be able to teach you something! 
 

Dates to remember: 
 School Photos - 22nd January 
Chinese New Year Class Party- 31st January, 11.00am. 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

What was Year One 
up to in Term One? 
 
Halloween activities  
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

Making a slide in DT 

 
 
 
 

Vanessa’s Mum making 
shadow puppets. 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

KS 1 Sports Day 

 

Our trip to the Children’s’ 
Recreation centre 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

Celebrating Chinese New Year in the Infant School 
 
We will be celebrating Chinese New Year on Friday 1st 
February. 
 
The children and staff will be asked to dress in either 
traditional Chinese costume or red clothing, and all 
year groups will be invited to watch some traditional 
Chinese Lion dancing between 10:15 and 11:15. 
Unfortunately, due to lack of space, we can not invite 
parents to this. 

 
The children will then have their class parties from 11:15 onwards so the 
children will not need to order or bring any lunch to eat on that day. I am 
sure the class parents are already organising the parties. The Christmas 
parties were amazing, I popped into each one collecting a little food from 
each and then I went into the staffroom and had an incredible feast! When 
the parties are over you are more than welcome to take the children home. 
The Nursery team may decide to hold their party on a different day, but 
you will be informed about this. 
 
Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 will each visit a local kindergarten called CATS to 
join in with their celebrations, and the teachers will be writing to you about 
this separately. In return, the children form the kindergarten will come and 
watch the Lion dancing with us. 

Happy Year of the Rat! 
 
 

British Infant School Reading Scheme 
Meeting 

Thank you to all of you who attended the 
meeting last Thursday on our new reading 
scheme, I hope you found it useful. At the 
meeting, I said I would send home a reading 
target sheet for your information. I still plan 
to do so as soon as possible, but Ms Holden 
and I would like to do a little more work on it 
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British Infant School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

 

 

What is he TOKKING about? 

Maybe some of your children are studying TOK presently, and you wonder what they are tokking about when they come 
home and share some of the material with you. Or maybe your are aware that little Johnny or petite Claire will be "doing 
TOK" next year, and you have wondered to yourself, "What exactly is TOK?" 

Well.........TOK is a pre-university course designed to get students thinking critically about the sources of our knowledge, 
(be it scientific, historical, ethical, religious, artistic, national, familial.....etc) and to then critically assess those claims 
across the spectrum of knowledge that an educated modern-day human possesses. It is an essential part of the IB Di-
ploma and underpins all the work done in the six subject areas. 

A friend of mine was involved in the introduction of the IB to a school in Jordan, and some parents there were alarmed 
that TOK was atheist in nature and would turn their children against Islam. But the truth is that TOK is neither theist nor 
atheist, but does encourage the examination of faith as one of the many ways of knowing open to humans, alongside 
emotion, perception, language and reason, for example. Other ways of knowing examined might be conscience and intui-
tion. We put science to the test as well, exploring how many in the modern world "put their faith" in it and why, not to 
mention a critical appraisal of maths, history, applied sciences, ethics and the arts. 

The course is not set in an ivory tower -  it is not a sub-branch of philosophy. The students are encouraged to consider 
how thinking adults deal with various knowledge issues in real-life situations, across all those knowledge domains. 

Teaching it is fascinating, the most enjoyable part of what I do at TES, and I am sure I speak for the five other members 
of the TOK team in saying that. 

Maybe some of you parents would like to know more about TOK, and maybe some of you would even be willing to of-
fer your expertise to help us run a series of TOK 

workshops later in the year. Please contact me at skenny@tes.tp.edu.tw to express your interest or to ask questions. If 
enough of us are interested I feel sure we could open some bottles of wine and share some cheese at TES one night to 
find out more together in a TOK exploratory session. Over to you! 

Sean Kenny MA (Oxon.) 

TOK Subject Leader. 
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British Junior School Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 

Dear Families and Friends of TES, 
 

A very warm welcome to the eighth edition of the EPC Primary newsletter. 
 
Welcome back: I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our children and their families back to the 
school at the start of this busy term. 
 
Updated calendars / Information: On Monday 7th January 2008 an updated calendar and information letter 
was sent home to parents with details of events this term. If you require another copy, please do not hesitate to 
contact our secretary staff, Irene and Jessie who can provide you with a hard or electronic copy - 
Irene.ho@tes.tp.edu.tw. Please note that there is a new date to add to your calendars. This is our now confirmed 
TES Junior Music Concert on 26th February 2008. Please see the article on the next page for more information on 
this. 
 
Keeping Parents Informed - Teaching and Learning -Curriculum Review Booklet: At the beginning of the 
school year we sent home a curriculum overview booklet. This document provided parents with an overview of the 
teaching and learning that takes place across a school year. As the year progresses, further information is added to 
this programme. To inform parents of these changes, we will be sending home an updated version of the curriculum 
booklet next week. This will record the teaching and learning that is due to take place across the junior school this 
academic term. We hope that parents and children find this booklet very useful and informative. 
 
Literacy Update: In this edition of the newsletter you will find an article from Ms Young on Literacy developments 
across the school. Our literacy curriculum focus ‘book week’ runs again this year from Monday 3rd to Friday 7th 
March 2008.  
 
Happy Reading! 
 

Chris Pritchard 
Head of the Junior School - British Section 

Coffee Morning Thursday, January 24, 9:00-11:00 a.m. in EPC 
 
Dear parents, 
 
first of all I want to thank you for your support and trust having me as the new PSC chair as Paula Hughes will leave 
Taiwan this summer. There are a lot of events coming up soon and I hope we all have successful events with the help 
of all parents. One of those events is the  
 
 FOBISSEA SPORT GAMES TAIPEI 24 - 28 May 2008 
 
 Leighton Edwards and Roger Schultz want to explain the international FOBISSEA Sports Games, which is a major 
event and very important to the school as students (13 - 15 years old) from 7 countries of British International Schools 
in Asia will visit us: successful event means good reputation for us! They ask for help and support of all parents, so 
please come to the  
 
 Coffee Morning on Thursday, January of 24, 9 - 11 a.m. at the EPC Campus, Amphitheatre 
 
 where the parents get more infos and can put their names on volunteer lists. 
We need your support and we thank you in advance for coming and supporting FOBISSEA!! 
 
 
See you there and best regards 
 
 Veronika Bobke  

EPC – EUROPEAN PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
German Section: NEWS and INFORMATION… 



 

 

Mr Smith’s Mathemagical Maths! 
Last edition’s problem… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new mathematical problem for you… 
 

 

Here’s a Christmas problem for you! 
It’s a lovely Christmas tree – you can colour it! 

 
But first things first!  

 
How many triangles can you see? Answer 18! 

Bill, Bob and Belle count up their 
pocket money. 
Bob has 10 NT more than Bill.   
Belle has 10 NT more than Bob. 
Altogether, they have 210 NT. 
How much does each person 
have?  

TES Juniors is proud to announce a special date for 
your calendars… 

 
TES JUNIOR SCHOOL  

MUSIC CONCERT 
 

When: Tuesday 26th February 2008 
 

Where: EPC - Junior Building Amphitheatre 
 

Time: 7.00pm onwards (free admission by ticket) 
 
 

More details to follow… please keep this date free if you would like to enjoy an evening 
of entertainment and music from the Children of the Junior school. 



 

 

LITERACY 
UPDATE 

Avid Reader Awards 
Each term we celebrate and encourage good, 
regular reading habits among our students with 
a special assembly and the presentation of avid 
reader awards. At the end of last term many 
Junior School students received a special book-
mark. One student in each year group was also 
awarded  a prize of book tokens. 

Most our most avid readers were: 
Year 3: Claire Chen  
Year 4: Andrea Chan 
Year 5: Morris Chen 
Year 6: E-ming Huang 

 Book Week 
 
Just a reminder that our annual celebration of all things 
literary will begin on the 3rd of March. It will be an action 
packed week of book based activities and competitions, as 
usual. Look out for the launch of Y6 student websites 
featuring podcasts of their work. A full of programme of 
events will be sent  out nearer the time. 
 
We look forward to sharing some activities with infant 
students now that we are all based in the same campus. 
 
The overall theme this year will be poetry. In the meantime, 
just to whet your appetite, enjoy the poem opposite by the 
late Edwin Morgan (at one time, Scotland’s Poet Laureate) 
 
 

Library Poster 
Competition 
 
Thanks to all the children who 
have worked so hard to 
design beautiful posters to 
decorate our fabulous new 
library. Look out for some 
wonderful work which will be 
displayed there soon. At our 
weekly achievement 
assembly some prizes were 
presented to students who 
produced especially attractive 
posters.  

           The Apple’s Song 
 

Tap me with your finger, 
rub me with your sleeve, 
hold me, sniff me, peel me 
curling round and round 
till I burst out white and 
cold 
from my tight red coat 
and tingle in your palm 

 
as if I’d melt and breathe 

a living pomander 
waiting for the minute 
of joy when you lift me 
to your mouth and crush 
me 
and in taste and fragrance 
I race through your head 
in my dizzy dissolve. 

 
I sit in the bowl 

in my cool corner 
and watch you as you 
pass 
smoothing your apron. 
Are you thirsty yet? 
My eyes are shining. 

 
Edwin Morgan 

Library Poster Competition Winners 
 
Y3: Takashi Matsumoto, Jessica Lee, Aina Muhd 
Sharhrulmiza, Libby Forsyth 
Y4: Mitchell Wan, Kai Phin Lee, William Tu,  
Aron Teh 
Y5: Konrad Wang, Jaqueline Chien, Natasja Duif, 
Joyce Chang, Brian Chu 
Y6: Nicolas Evans, Makina Okuyama,  
Chae Woo Lim 



 

 

On Thursday 13th December, Year 6 held their Christmas party. It was a fun filled day with 
competitions, games and activities... 

 
The day began with a hat making competition, followed by a fashion parade in the MPR, with a prize for 
the most original hat in each class. Whilst in the MPR, we had time for a variety of activities including the 
side splittingly funny ‘shoe the reindeer’, which involved a team member being blind folded and being 
directed by the rest of the team to fetch paper cups and bring them back to put in the feet of a chair.   
 
Soon it was time for our party feast which was prepared and served by a hard working band of class 
mums who were still recovering from putting together the second biggest money spinning stall of the 
Christmas Bazaar. The feast was fabulous! Thanks to all the parents for their support. After lunch, some 
lucky people got to eat chocolate whilst others tried to roll a 6 on a dice in order to grab a turn at the 
chocolate and there was a lot of laughs as we played pass the parcel with forfeits! 
 
We all had a lot of fun but also took some time out of our day to think of others. At the end of the party, 
the year group gathered together to present  Christmas gifts to the TI-HWEI CHILDREN’S HOME: giving 
rather than receiving proved to be one of highlights of a wonderful day. We were presented with a 
banner from the home and thanked for our generosity. 


