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A welcome return to all stu-

dents and parents for what I 

hope to be a successful and posi-

tive 2017! The year promises to 

be one of change for the BSHS. 

Our intention is to move for-

ward in the coming months on 

the long awaited construction of 

the new teaching building on the 

old football pitch at the ESC. Dr 

Weston shared a more detailed 

update and images of the con-

struction design in a recent edi-

tion of Zoom magazine. If you 

require further information 

about the planned construction 

please contact Lillian Lin, Direc-

tor of Marketing at the EPC. 

We also hope to be able to 

open our new swimming pool 

facility at the new sports centre 

on YMS for the start of the next 

academic year 2017/18. This will 

bring the phased development of 

our brand new sports centre to 

an end and we are proud to 

offer such a fantastic range of 

sports facilities within easy reach 

of the ESC: tennis courts, fitness 

centre, astro turf pitch, swim-

ming pool and conference facili-

ties. 
Our curriculum will also expand 

in time for the start of the next 

academic year to include Com-

puter Science at IB level. This 

has been a much needed re-
quirement and a development 

that we prioritized in this year’s 

staffing plan.  Our current H2 

IGCSE Computer Science gradu-

ates I am sure will be delighted 

by this offering and we hope to 

see a healthy take up of numbers 

during the ‘Destination IB’ Op-

tions process that H2 students 

and their parents are about to 

embark upon. As part of the 

evolution of our curriculum, we 

are also undertaking a Key Stage 

3 Curriculum Review as part of 

our commitment to deliver rele-

vant, engaging and challenging 

middle school studies that pre-

pares our students adequately 

for the challenges of the high 

school academic programme. As 

part of the review process we 

will be inviting parents and stu-

dents to join in some consulta-

tive exercises to gather as much 

feedback as possible to help 

shape the future of Key Stage 3 

in the BSHS. Please look out for 

these opportunities as they arise 

and help determine the next 

steps on our journey. 

 
Looking ahead, our 25th anniver-

sary celebrations will continue 

later in March with a special 

‘Night at the Proms’ concert 

with a distinctly British theme to 

help mark our special birthday 

by showcasing some of our fan-

tastic musical talent. The Music 

Department and Student Music 

leaders will be sharing more 

information about this special 

event in the coming weeks and 

we look forward to seeing you 

there. Union jack waving and 

red, white and blue clothing is a 

strict requirement of audience 

members! 

 

On behalf of the entire ESC 

community I would like to wish 

you Gong Xi Fa Cai for 2017 and 

wish you a relaxing time with 

your families during the upcom-

ing festivities. 
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Anna Durmus, ESCPA 

Dear Parents, 

 

On behalf of the ESCPA team, I 

would like to congratulate you all 

with the New Year and wish you 

and your families a prosperous, 

healthy and peaceful 2017! 

 

We hope you all have had wonder-

ful celebrations in various parts of 

the world and had time to reflect on 

the new resolutions for the upcom-

ing year. The ESCPA’s resolution 

this year (as in all the previous 

years!) is to extend and enrich our 

involvement in the TES Secondary 

Campus life and students’ activities. 

We are planning a wide range of 

exciting events for 2017, such as 

January Welcome Coffee Morning, 

Crepe (Carnival) Day, International 

Food Fair, just to name a few. 

 

Our first event of this semester was 

the Coffee Morning on January 11. 

While it is targeted, mostly, at the 

new coming TES families and par-

ents of the Primary students who 

will be transitioning to the Secon-

dary Campus this coming summer, 

we are always delighted to see all 

familiar faces. So, please, do con-

sider coming and having a casual 

coffee with ESCPA team and other 

parents. We are also planning to sell 

second-hand uniforms, a project run 

by our wonderful Committee leader 

Doreen. As the weather is getting 

colder, you might wish to get an 

extra jacket for your darlings and 

contribute to ESCPA’s Green Initia-

tive. 

 

Our Cafeteria Committee is very 

busy with checking the food quality 

and eating conditions at both ESC 

Cafeterias. They are also searching 

for ways to raise the students’ con-

sciousness to make their Cafeteria a 

clean and pleasurable place to meet 

and eat. In the next Newsletter we 

will let you know of the results of 

the ESCPA-sponsored Cafeteria Art 

Contest. We wish all the entrants 

the best of luck. 

 

This year, we will also continue with 

the Vegetarian Lunch series, a pro-

ject launched years ago, by a TES 

parent and loved by many Secon-

dary students. This project is in co-

operation with the Roots and 

Shoots ECA and is aimed at raising 

awareness of healthy eating and 

caring for nature. The last Vegetar-

ian Lunch of 2016 was hosted by 

Nobue, Emiko and Fumi and fea-

tured Japanese soup, rice and salad. 

Needless to say, the kids were very 

happy to taste these delicious dishes 

and came for second servings, too! 

Check out the pictures, and you’ll 

see why our monthly Vegetarian 

lunches are so much fun! If you are 

interested in hosting a Vegetarian 

Lunch and would like more informa-

tion, please email us at escpacom-

mittee@gmail.com . We will be 

happy to have you with us! I would 

also like to thank Chin, who leads 

this Project, for her dedication!   

 

The culmination of the last year at 

TES Secondary campus was un-

doubtedly the Christmas Concert. 

Our very own talented musicians 

did their best to deliver a high-

quality evening of beautiful music, 

well attended and enjoyed by TES 

community. Per tradition, ESCPA 

served European Christmas meals, 

cakes and mulled wine. Thank you 

to all parents who volunteered their 

time to make this event such a suc-

cess, as well as to those who came 

to support us and share the festive 

mood. We are looking forward to 

many more brilliant concerts up the 

mountain! 

 

If you are interested in learning 

more about what ESCPA is and 

does, you are welcome to attend 

the ESCPA meetings. 

 

Your ESCPA 
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Greetings ESC Parents, 

 

It has been an awfully short month 

– the school has just started and in 

just three weeks we are breaking 

up to celebrate again. But what an 

occasion; a Year of Fire Rooster – 

an observant, talented, ambitious, 

active, resourceful and, above all, 

hardworking sign! And this is how I 

feel about the TES students; to me 

they display all these wonderful 

characteristics and I wish them the 

best in the upcoming New Year!   

 

ESCPA has kicked off 2017 with the 

Welcome Coffee Morning on Janu-

ary 11. We have had a wonderful 

mixture of the new coming TES 

families and parents of the Y6 Pri-

mary students who will be transi-

tioning to the Secondary Campus 

this coming summer. Dr. Weston 

has opened the meeting, presented 

the key TES staff and answered 

questions. Y7 students have taken 

the visiting parents on a Campus 

tour and shown them where their 

children will be studying, playing 

sports, eating and hanging out. 

ESCPA has made the new parents 

welcome with delicious coffee, 

home-made cakes, fresh fruits, and 

friendly and relaxed atmosphere. As 

a cherry on the top of a cake, we 

even had a fire alarm that morning, 

which demonstrated that there is a 

fire evacuation procedure at ESC 

and it is strictly followed. Fortu-

nately, the alarm was false but, nev-

ertheless, all the attending parents 

have been impressed by how effi-

cient the students and staff have 

evacuated.  

 

Thank you to all the parents who 

attended the Coffee Morning! Re-

member, you are always welcome 

to join ESCPA once your children 

move up the mountain! And thank 

you to all the ESCPA members who 

baked, served, sold uniforms and 

supported the event. 

 

In December ESCPA announced 

Cafeteria Art Contest, aimed at 

improving the Cafeteria atmos-

phere and students’ table manners. 

Much to our regret, we have not 

received any entries to the Con-

test. ESC students must be really 

busy with the upcoming exams and 

rigorous homework. But ESCPA 

Cafeteria Committee has noticed a 

visible improvement in the Cafete-

ria cleanliness and operations, 

which proves that our perseveran-

ceto make both Cafeterias a better 

place pays off!  

 

The short month of January also 

held the first Vegetarian Lunch of 

2017, hosted by Dorothee and 

Hailing, a former 

TES parent, 

whose children 

have graduated 

several years 

ago. However, 

Hailing is still 

dedicated to 

helping ESCPA and TES in general, 

whenever she has time and oppor-

tunity. Thank you, Hailing, we love 

seeing you among us! And a huge 

Thank You to Dorothee, whose 

family is moving back to Germany 

in a couple of days, and who, de-

spite of being in the midst of pack-

ing and moving, honored her com-

mitment and hosted another Vege-

tarian Lunch. Dorothee, your legacy 

as a selfless ESC volunteer will stay 

at ESC  long after you depart! We 

wish you and your family all the 

best back in Germany!  

 

When ESCPA is back from the 

CNY holidays, we will immediately 

immerse in planning and organizing 

a Carnival (a.k.a. Crepe) Day on 

February 24 and the International 

Food Fair on March 7. We rely on 

all ESC parents to give us a helping 

hand and share with us these pre-

cious moments of making children 

happy! Please stay tuned for more 

information and sign up letters for 

both events after the holidays.  

 

And as always, you are welcome to 

attend the next ESCPA meeting on 

February 17 at 9 am, at the Phase II 

Conference Room. 

 

On behalf of the ESCPA team, I 

would like to congratulate you all 

with the New Year of Rooster and 

wish you and your families prosper-

ity, health and wisdom! 

 

Your ESCPA 

News from the ESCPA - January 
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Is reading more books one of your New Year resolutions? Take the library reading challenge!  

 
In order to encourage students to read outside of their 

preferred genre as well as to model good reading habits 

of the library staff, the ESC library team has set up read-

ing goals for the New Year. And the librarians’ reading 

challenge sheets are displayed at the Phase 1 library for 

everyone to see our progress.  

 
Interested in taking part? Get a piece of the reading 

challenge sheet from the librarian at the Phase 1 library. 

Then the only thing you need to do is that whenever 

you finished reading a book, write the title under the 

achieved goal and try to finish all the goals as soon as 

you can! You may keep the sheet to yourself or post it 

with the librarians’ reading records so that we can help 

each other to keep our resolutions on track! 

 
Not sure what to read? Visit our new arrivals libguide 

at http://libguides.tes.tp.edu.tw/NewArrivals2016/2017. 

Plenty of new books are waiting for you to check them 

out! 

 
Take the challenge with us and read more books this 

year. I am very excited as I have already finished one 

book. Don’t wait, grab a book and start to read now! 

 

Happy reading and Happy Chinese New Year! 

 

 

Angela Chang, Chief Librarian 

From the ESC Library 

Resource of the Month- New Magazine 

 
Make: is a magazine for kids (and adults!) who like to build, rebuild, tweak, upcycle and create. Each issue fea-

tures plenty of  DIY projects and up-to-date emerging technology news.  
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Last December, the H4 mocks preceded as usual, with one exception. A team of teachers started a process 

we now know as the “Mindful Mocks”. Working together, the teachers introduced different techniques and 

ideas, including mindfulness, to the students. The idea is to help reduce stress, based on hundreds of studies 

done by top-tier universities like Oxford and UC Berkeley, while preparing for their exams. This same 

process was duplicated for the H2 students in January. 

 

Over the course of a few weeks, students were introduced to mindfulness and different techniques that 

they could use to help prepare them not only for the mocks, but for their May exams. The team also 

helped prepare the students to create a schedule and short-term goals, finding ways to balance both their 

academic and social lives, while maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Most of the student feedback was positive. Students commented that the mindfulness sessions were 

“...really effective. Decreased anxiety & pressure!”, “Awesome!! Love it!”, and “Helped me relieve stress”. 

 

The idea is simple- make sure you are planning the time that you are studying, so that you can schedule in 

the other parts of your life  (i.e. social, music or athletics, etc). This will also help to create a healthy sleep 

schedule, as teenagers usually require at least 7-8 hours of sleep per night. Lastly, spend 2-3 minutes each 

day practicing to stay in the present moment. All of these suggestions will help develop robust habits that 

will help each student succeed. 

 

‘Mindful Mocks’ 
Ryan Jordan, UCC 



Page 6 ESC Newsletter 

“Achievable goals: the first step to self-improvement,” J.K. Rowling – Harvard Commencement Speech 2008 
During CORE last month, the Year 7s had an opportunity to reflect on how well they did both academically and 

pastorally in Term 1. Many remarked on how well they analysed Math problems or analysed characters and 

themes in their English novels. Pastorally, many Year 7s remarked on how well they were doing socially because 

they joined many ECAs, attended the TES Halloween school dance, volunteered in the Year 7 garden and really 

got involved in raising money for different charities that are supported by TES. What a great way to get involved 

and meet new people simultaneously. 
Students were then asked to give themselves new academic and pastoral targets for Term 2. Some Year 7s 

commented that they want to start studying earlier for assessments and not waiting until the last night to cram 

everything that they have learned. Others commented that they want to make sure that they write in more 

detail when they fill in their homework diary. Some made resolutions to pack their school bags at night so that 

they are more organized every morning before school and have the correct books in their bags. I hope that the 

Year 7s take their resolutions to heart and improve upon an already very good beginning to the Secondary cam-

pus. 
The Year 7s have now started their new CORE unit on ‘Essay Writing.’ Students will be given exemplars of 

what well written introductions, thesis statements, P.E.E.L paragraphs, and conclusions should look like and then 

analyse these paragraphs in detail to find out how to construct an academic essay. Where does the thesis state-

ment belong? How do I write one? What does P.E.E.L. stand for? How do I rewrite my thesis in a conclusion? 

After having a firm grasp to these questions and knowing how to write well constructed paragraphs, they will 

apply what they have learned and independently write their own paragraph 5 paragraph essay.  
On a more pastoral note, we have harvested some vegetables and herbs form our Year 7 raised garden beds; 

your child should be coming home with a bag of organic broccoli, cabbage and mint.  

Year 7 CORE 

Ray Imbleau, Year 7 Dean 
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The Great British TES Staff Bake-Off 

A couple of weeks before the 25th Anniversary celebration assembly, the staff were busy in the kitchen bak-

ing some classic and adventurous cakes to be part of the bake-off competition that would take place as the 

finals in the assembly.  You can see below that it wasn’t a ‘normal’ staff meeting… The finalist were chosen 

by a panel of staff and they were: Ms Hannah Brooks, Mrs Rowena Bracken and Mr Sean Kenny. 
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THE BRITISH SECTION: CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF SUCCESS 

On December 11th 1991, the es-

tablishment of the British Section at 

Taipei European School was ap-

proved by Taipei City Government. 

To celebrate this Silver Anniversary 

with our staff and students, we or-

ganised a very special assembly at 

the ESC on the 9th of December, 

with everyone gathered in Phase II 

dressed in red, white and blue sym-

bolising the colours of the British 

flag. “We are proudly British in our 

curriculum, in much of our philoso-

phy, in our dress today, and in our 

spirit...but we are also hugely Tai-

wanese in character”, declared Ms. 

Garnett, after the wonderful drum-

ming performance that announced 

the start of the celebration.   

 

On our TES British Birthday, we 

had the privilege to be accompanied 

by some special guests: Mark Lintott 

(Chair of the TES Board of Gover-

nors), Dr. Weston (TES CEO), and 

George Norris (Deputy Represen-

tative of the British Office in Tai-

wan), who shared their own 

thoughts on the significance of this 

particular milestone in the life of 

TES and talked about the special 

relationship between UK and Tai-

wan. 

 

Our Student President and Vice 

President, Mason Lee and Sherry 

Chen, came to the stage dressed 

like royal guardsmen to share some 

interesting stories and photographs 

of the lifetime of the BSHS, from 

the humble beginnings in a make-

shift building to the present day. 

They also introduced a film made by 

Mr. Bonnalie’s young film students 

with interviews from former British 

Section Heads Mr. Glascott and Mr. 

Schultz, both sending touching mes-

sages to staff and students and con-

gratulating the British section on its 

silver anniversary. 

 

During the event, we also had the 

opportunity to hear some beautiful 

British music themes, like the Lon-

don Medley played by our students 

and their music teachers, who worked 

incredibly hard to delight us with these 

performances in time for the celebra-

tions. We also presented the winners 

of our Britain’s Got Talent Competition, 

and enjoyed the incredible voices of 

our H4 students Ann Tsai and Ange-

lina Chen, who sang the song Read All 

About it, accompanied on the piano by 

Audrey Lam. 

 

Last, but not least, we celebrated 

the culmination of the Great British 

Bake off Competition to finish our 

assembly in mouthwatering fashion! 

Our special guests were invited to 

try the 3 finalist cakes baked by 

three members of staff. Ms. Brook 

was the ultimate winner of the 

competition, who impressed our 

guests with her delicious chocolate 

guinness cake. She was not the only 

member of staff though, who re-

ceived a special gift on that after-

noon. Mr. Laureti, Ms. Sung and Ms. 

Hsieh were asked also congratu-

lated on their impressive length of 

service in our school and on their 

hard work and commitment to the 

TES community across the years. 

“A school is only really a school 

because of the people in it” as-

serted Mrs. Garnett. 

 

To put an end to this event, we all 

sang happy birthday both in Chinese 

and English, and wished the TES 

British Section many more happy 

and successful years ahead. 

 

As a co-ordinator of these events, I 

want to say a big thank you to eve-

ryone at TES who worked so hard 

to make this event a memorable 

one. It was very enjoyable…

THANK YOU AND HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

By Mrs. Sáez Ramos 
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25th Anniversary Celebrations by Mariangela Izzo 

On the 9th of December in 2016, 

Taipei European School celebrated 

25 years since the opening of the 

British School in Taipei. Many Brit-

ish inspired events were held, such 

as X Factor and The Great British 

Bake Off as well as Fancy Dress 

Competitions and Cricket Tourna-

ments. This was a great opportu-

nity to show off student’s individual 

skills and reflect on all the incredi-

ble moments that have been devel-

oped in the past 25 years. 

 

During the first break, students 

indulged in a festive cake that was 

decorated with the Union Jack on 

top. Many students enjoyed the 

cake, with a few describing the 

atmosphere to be very lively and 

the patriotic dessert “filled with 

vibrant and tasteful colours”. It was 

nice to see so many decorations 

set up around to celebrate such a 

great event. 

 

After lunch, students gathered for 

the assembly. The assembly started 

with students and staff playing the 

Chinese drums, a symbol of music 

in Taiwan. This showed how Brit-

ish and Taiwanese culture have 

intertwined and shared their values 

together at TES. Ms. Garnett then 

spoke to us and gave a rundown of 

the assembly. Guest speakers Dr. 

Allan Weston, Mark Lintott and 

George Norris were invited to join 

us in remembering all the memo-

ries this school has made. 

 

CEO Dr. Weston first touched on 

how 26 years ago, our school com-

bined with TAS. There were only 

14 students at first. The French 

school opened first, followed by 

the German. Political leaders, 

teachers and parents decided to 

come together and relocate the 

school from a small apartment in 

Shilin to a more fitting school envi-

ronment. The Choir then per-

formed a medley of many iconic 

British songs. After, we reviewed 

TES’ humble beginnings and how 

far we have come as a school, with 

only 45 students at first and Now 

26 years later, we have 902 stu-

dents in the British section alone. 

We then watched a heartwarming 

video made by students that cap-

tured pictures and moments that 

has made this school a great place 

to be. A surprise nobody expected, 

special video messages recorded 

by previous Heads of Secondary 

Mr. Stuart Glascott and Mr. 

Schultz. 

 

Deputy Representative of the Brit-

ish Office in Taipei George Norris 

was welcomed on stage to tell us a 

little story of Taiwan and Great 

Britain. He went on to tell us how 

unique the British system is, a pro-

gram that inspires kids to have fun 

and be creative. Then, we learnt a 

bit about the relations between 

UK and Taiwan and how those 

connections helped TES growl. 

Without the help of the govern-

ment from both countries our 

school would not be here today. 

 

We then looked at a timeline that 

showcased all the milestones in the 

history of our school. 1991 was 

the opening of the British school. 

1998, first purpose built school. In 

2002, Phase 2 and the Football field 

was built. Four years later in 2006, 

the Primary section was remod-

eled after a strong typhoon that 

destroyed a lot of the building. 

 

We were then introduced to the 

Great British Bake Off event that 

the teachers participated in. Al-

though all three finalists made what 

looked to be like delicious mince 

pies and cakes, there could only be 

one winner which was Ms. Brooks. 

The judges seemed to really love 

the patriotic cake, which seemed 

perfect for celebrating such a spe-

cial occasion. Then, Ms. Ramos 

introduced the X Factor competi-

tion and the winners which were 3 

performers from the High School 

section. Then, the awards for 

members of staff that have been 

here for a long period of time 

were handed out. With Mr. Laureti 

having taught here for 16 years and 

Secretary Ms. Hsieh and Ms. Sung 

having taught Chinese here for the 

past 15 years. 

 

Chair of the Board Mark Lintott 

came on stage and told us many of 

the significant things that have hap-

pened in the world because of 

Great Britain. In 1991, the Internet 

was invented by a man who was 

British. The Industrial Revolution, 

Abolition of Slavery and Act of 

Human Rights were among some 

of the many events in history. 

The assembly concluded with a 

Happy Birthday song to the Taipei 

European School for celebrating 

it’s 25th anniversary. It was a great 

day seeing so many decorations set 

up and so many British festivities 

take place. In just 25 years, the 

school has achieved a lot and will 

only continue to do so in the next 

25 years. 
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Spanish Christmas Caroling at the EPC 
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After returning to school the H3 Biology students were greeted by a visit from a Marguerite Mauritz. Margue-

rite is a Post-doctoral Research Associate at the Northern Arizona University. Despite being based in Arizona 

she is currently working at a field site in Alaska. Her research is focused on evaluating how increased global 

temperatures may affect the carbon dioxide flux in arctic ecosystems.  

 

Marguerite took the International Baccalaureate Diploma when she was at school and was, consequently, able 

to explain how she moved from studying Biology in the IBDP to developing a career in the subject. Her recol-

lections of numerous bear sightings near her field camp further enhanced her fascinating talk.  

 

It was a fantastic experience for the H3 students and they were able to gain an insight into how science works 

in the real world. Additionally, they were able to analyse new primary data on a global issue that affects every-

one.  

 

Meanwhile, in the last week before the winter break, Year 7 Science students were also carrying out some 

chilling experiments using dry ice. Dry ice is solid carbon dioxide. A quick youtube search reveals the many 

amazing experiments and demonstrations that dry ice can be used for. One Year 7 class even completed a 

‘manikin challenge’ while carrying out their experiment.  

A Visitor from the Arctic—Science Department News 
Paul Warren, Science Teacher 
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The FS international exchange programme (EXEAT) was launched four years ago, with the arrival of 10 students 

from the International School of Los Angeles (LILA) in Taipei. They spent 10 days here, staying with host FS fami-

lies, learning Chinese language and culture at TES in the morning, and visiting Taipei’s top landmarks, museums, 

parks, and rivers for sight-seeing culture and sport in the afternoon. The following year, it was the turn of a group 

of FS students to make the trip to Los Angeles and experience everything the sunshine state has to offer while stay-

ing with their exchange partner’s family –attending class at LILA, taking surfing lessons, visiting Universal Studios, 

exploring Hollywood and also touring some of the finest third level institutions the USA has to offer. The trip had a 

lasting effect on our students, some of whom still intend to attend university at UCLA! The exchange continued last 

year with LILA students coming here, while this year a group of lucky FS students will make the trip to the USA in 

April. 

 
Our exchange programme does not stop there though. In 2016, we started up a more academic exchange with the 

Lycee Charles le Brun in Countances, France.  Two Terminale students from this respected institution, Emma and 

Flavie, came to Taipei to study with our final year class for 6 weeks. The girls had started learning Chinese two 

years ago in France and took advantage of their time here to intensify their language learning and to make some 

friends for life – especially with their exchange partners, Marianne and Michan, who in turn made the trip to France, 

to study in Countances for 6 weeks.  
Of their time in France, both FS girls say that the best things were making new friends, living in a different environ-

ment and culture – and eating delicious French food daily! School was very different there, with 30-35 students per 

class and having to take public transport to school because there’s no school bus system. They missed their friends 

in Taiwan, but were sad to leave their new friends in France when it was time to leave. Both Marianne and Michan 

insist they would repeat the experience again at the drop of a hat and recommend it heartily to anyone who gets 

the chance.  In fact, both girls have already booked their tickets back to France this summer! 
Our exchange programme continues to grow in 2017. During the first week of January, we welcomed Betsy, a stu-

dent from Dallas International School in the US and Antoine from the Lycée Français de Florence in Italy. They are 

both going to spend two months with us in the French Section before their exchange partners – Louise and Sacha – 

return with them to the US and Italy for their experience of student life far from Taipei.  

 

Best of luck to all of our adventurous exchange partners from Taipei and elsewhere. We wonder what the next 

schools to join  our EXEAT programme will be.  

French Section International Exchange Programme 
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In January Actor Derek Kwan 

came to TES Drama Department 

to share his knowledge of Acting 

with Mask and physicalizing a 

role. Derek comes from Canada 

and has spent most of his career 

working in small theatres across 

Asia and Canada. He is a trained 

Opera singer and specialises in 

mask and clown work. Students 

in Year 9, H1 Drama and H3 and 

H4 Theatre were invited to 

watch a snippet of his one man 

show ‘IClaudia’. The students 

were captivated by his out-

standing characterisation and just 

how believable the characters 12 

year old Claudia and 77 year old 

Douglas were. It was a wonderful 

opportunity for them to see how 

masterful live acting can be and 

talk to an actor face to face. One 

student said “He’s amazing, I 

think the masks make each role 

unique, but his characterisation is 

what really made me believe”. 

Year 9 and H1 Drama students 

were taken through a physical 

workshop looking warming up 

the body and learning how to 

isolate different body parts to 

accentuate age and posture. They 

then applied these rules to a play 

they are currently studying in 

class. It was excellent to see the 

students master different walks 

and really throw themselves into 

building a role that took them all 

out of the comfort zones, chal-

lenging them to experiment with 

their characterisation. 

 

IB Theatre Classes had a master-

class in neutral mask and how to 

experiment with narratives and 

building a role. They started with 

a physical warm up and then ex-

plored the world of the neutral 

mask.  All students will be at-

tending his show at The Lab 

Theatre this weekend. As part of 

the IB Theatre course students 

are required to watch as much 

live theatre as possible. The Lab 

Theatre has been in Taipei for 

over 2 years now and many stu-

dents have been fortunate to see 

many of the productions they 

have put on. Angelina Chen in H4 

was invited to perform in one of 

their plays last year and Taipei 

European Drama Department 

are excited about continuing to 

visit this wonderful intimate 

space as often as possible.  

Drama Department News 
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“Oh Yes they did!” 

In December the Drama students were busy creating a Pantomime for Primary. 14 Students from Years 7, 8 and 

H3 performed ‘Jack and the Meanstalk’ to students in Primary from Years 1 to 6. It was a wonderful opportunity 

for different year groups to come together and collaborate on a fun theatre project. The students’ that per-

formed loved every minute of playing bold and hilarious characters in front of the enthusiastic Primary audience. 

They love the screams from the crowd as they cheered and booed character on and off the stage. This was the 

second time the ESC students have performed a Pantomime to ESC students and it is certainly a wonderful way 

to bring the school together at the end of Term 1. 

The ESC students were not left out though. The teachers from the British Section got together and wrote a Pan-

tomime custom made for our TES students. It was also called ‘Jack and the Meanstalk’, with musical classic from 

famous British artist. The intention was to bring this British theatre tradition to life whilst celebrating 25 years as 

a British school here in Taiwan. Students got to meet the Spice girls, the Beatles, Margaret Thatcher and Shake-

speare. They were also encouraged to sing One Direction hits and dance with the cast. It was definitely a fun 

filled way to celebrate the unique diverse students and teachers we have at the school. The students sang their 

hearts out and really encourage the very brave cast. 
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As we start Term 2, auditions for this years ESC school production will take place. As we celebrating being a 

British school for 25 years we chose the British classic musical ‘Oliver’. This long loved show allows students of 

all ages to experience what it is to be part of a large show.  
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There’s something different about the school year 2016-2017 in the French Section. For once, we are not refer-

ring to the historic moment in TES’ history unfolding this year: a Terminale class sitting the French Baccalauréat for 

the first time on Taiwanese soil, but to something more subtle that may have passed you by. This year, our cycle 

4 classes’ teaching and learning is guided by a new curriculum, which entails some subtle and some not-so-subtle 

changes in the organisation of classes this year. Like all of the curricula followed the French Section, the new cy-

cle 4 one comes to us from the French Ministry of Education and reflects the most recent developments in suc-

cessful pedagogy from educational systems all over the world. One of the biggest changes for students and teach-

ers alike is the addition of Enseignements Pratiques Interdisciplinaires (EPI) or Interdisciplinary Teaching in the cur-

riculum. 
The objective of EPI is for students and teachers of different subjects to work together on common projects, 

with the aim of helping students realise that the competencies and skills they acquire in one area can be trans-

ferred to others. That transfer is something that we have believed in for a long time now, but the traditional way 

schools work (timetables, assessments, report cards etc.) has put a brake on allowing us to put more explicitly 

interdisciplinary practices in place. A collège (middle school) student’s day is well punctuated: History class, bell, 

change room and teacher, Maths class, bell, change room and teacher and so on. Our students can be forgiven 

for not always thinking about the transfer of knowledge from one bell to the next. 
Our Secondary teaching team met regularly last year to discuss how best to fit Interdisciplinary teaching into the 

5ème, 4ème and 3ème timetable. The innovative solution they came up with is to hold EPI weeks during the year, 

when regular subject-by-subject teaching would be suspended in order for the students to work with a number 

of different teachers on interdisciplinary projects that interest them. The projects proposed are rich and diverse, 

reflecting the teaching and learning carried out in our Section: the avant-garde among French and Spanish artists 

in the first half of the 21st century (French Literature, Art, History, Spanish) the conception, production and con-

struction of a robot (Maths, Physics and Technology), an eco-city of the future (Biology, Geography and Technol-

ogy), the French Revolution (French Literature, History, Drama and Art), Health & Safety (German and Biology), 

Stop-Motion Self-Portraits (Art and Technology). 
The first EPI week this year led to an EPI evening in December, when 5ème, 4ème and 3ème students put the 

fruits of their projects on display for their parents and each other. It was a stimulating evening of culture and edu-

cation with an art exhibition, film projections and a short play on the French Revolution among the student pro-

ductions shared. We’re left wondering what will be on offer for the next EPI week and what treats will be in 

store for the following EPI evening. 

EPI in 5ème, 4ème & 3ème 
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Alice Divisia, Student  

International French Schools Orchestra 

Hello! My name is Alice Divisia. I’m a 

French student who has been at TES 

for four years. I am currently in the 

French equivalent of H2 (2nde). I 

have been playing violin since I was 6 

and I’ve been a member of the TES 

orchestra since I joined this school. I 

feel that I have a strong connection 

with music and artistic domains in 

general. Since I was very small, my 

parents encouraged me to play in-

struments and have supported me in 

all of my musical adventures. One 

week ago (7th to 15th of January), I 

had one of the most amazing experi-

ences of my life: a project organised 

by the French Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs,, the Orchestre des Lycées Fran-

çais du Monde or OLFM 

(International Orchestra of French 

Schools). 

 

I first heard of the project last year, 

but I only applied to join it this year. 

It’s basically for French students 

from CM2 (Year 6) to Terminale 

(H4) from all over the world. The 

founder of that project is Adriana 

Tanus, the conductor of the French 

School of Madrid’s orchestra. She 

wanted to unite all talented music 

students in one big orchestra. This 

year was the third edition of the 

project. The orchestra comes to-

gether twice a year each year in a 

different city. This year, we met in 

Ho Chi Minh City. We practised for 

a week and then performed a con-

cert at the end of our stay. Later in 

the year, we will meet in Paris and 

perform at Radio France (it’s appar-

ently very prestigious). The student 

musicians reside in a host family for 

the duration of the stay.  

 

Auditions open once a year. To join 

the orchestra, you need to be in a 

French School and you apply by sub-

mitting a video of yourself following 

different requirements such as: in-

troducing yourself, playing a song 

where you show how well you mas-

ter your instrument, and another 

where you play a song showing how 

well you can pass emotions through 

music, and the video must be no 

more longer than eight minutes - 

send it to a form, and wait until the 

results come. I practised every day 

for one month to play the two songs 

I chose perfectly when I would re-

cord them.  

 

I was seriously excited when I saw 

that I have been chosen. I know that 

72 people were chosen in total, but 

there must have been so many audi-

tions sent, and they considered that 

I was one of the best? I have seen 

some of these chosen people’s audi-

tion videos and let me tell you, a 

good number of them were simply 

outstanding. So when the orchestra’s 

sheet music was sent, I downloaded 

it, printed it and I practised them. 

When the time came, the only thing 

I was really anxious about was 

whether I would find the people 

who were supposed to fetch me at 

the airport!  

 

I really loved my time in Ho Chi 

Minh with the orchestra. It wasn’t 

the first time I experience something 

like that (some of you might have 

noticed how close the concept of 

the OLFM is to Fobissea Music!) but 

this time, I was alone and I literally 

knew nobody. However, I found it 

quite easy to make friends. Everyone 

was really nice and there was a good 

amount of newbies like me. One of 

the many things I noticed was that 

more than half of the orchestra 

were Spanish speakers, which made 

relationships a bit more difficult but 

it was okay overall. We visited the 

city center twice, but most of the 

time we basically just rehearsed at 

the conservatoire of Ho Chi Minh. It 

was very intense: it could go up to 8 

hours of practise a day! Of course, 

we would have some breaks every 

two hours, but everyone would 

come out exhausted as they finished 

the rehearsals. However, we still had 

plenty of time to socialise with eve-

ryone!  

 

Friday and Saturday were the con-

cert days. One of the music teachers 

had a very original idea, that was to 

make us dress in Vietnamese tradi-

tional clothes, the aodai! More than 

half of the girls bought one for the 

occasion (things can be really cheap 

there, an aodai costs 500 NT$ at the 

market). We had all practised really 

hard so it was kind of a relief to get 

to the end (okay, not really the end 

because we still have Paris to do)! 

These two concerts were a success, 

the auditorium was full and the Sat-

urday concert was broadcast live. 

When the second concert was fin-

ished, some people even broke 

down in tears (if I had to be honest, 

I’d admit I was one of them) because 

of all the amazing people they met 

and whom they won’t see again for 

two months. But really, it was such 

an amazing experience for me and 

everyone else, and I am definitely 

looking forward to seeing them again 

in Paris! 
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Music Department News 

ESC Music Department’s Public Performance Calendar 2016-2017  

 20th February IGCSE/ IB Performance Evening  - 5pm Phase II Atrium 

 10th March ESC 17th Annual Music Concert ‘Last Night at the Proms’ 

 15th May IGCSE/ IB Performance Evening - 5pm Phase II atrium  

There is no slow down in the Music Department, as we start Term 2! After a busy Christmas season, we are 

now changing focus, with some big events on the horizon. The 17th Annual Music Concert will take place on 

the 10th of March at 7pm, and to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the British Section, this will take the form 

of the ‘Last Night at the Proms’, a concert held annually in the Albert Hall in London. The choirs and orches-

tra are now busy preparing a challenging and exciting programme for this event, a chance to perform some 

quintessentially British pieces, as well as to have some light hearted fun in the tradition of the ‘Proms’ concert. 

We do hope you can join us for this event, tickets will be on sale after the Chinese New Year Holidays. We 

are also in the beginning stages of our preparations for the school musical, which this year will be Oliver!, stu-

dents will start the audition process for this straight after Chinese New Year. We encourage all interested students to 

get involved in some way, whether a large role or small, on stage or off. Please see the Music or Drama Departments if 

you are interested. Happy New Year! 

 

Chris Papps 

HoD Music 
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From the Music Leaders.... 

 Written by Jason Lung with contributions from Jody Calpito, Jessica Lee, Jennifer Li,  Jimmy Yang  

Welcome back to a new term! Hope you all had a great Christmas and New Years, now it’s time to get back to 

business! December was quite a busy month for the Music Department, with some very public events like the 

Taipei 101 Christmas performances. Your new Music Leaders have also been working hard on new upcoming 

events, we have lots to share! 

 

Firstly, let’s catch up on the Christmas Bazaar since it was a little too near the end of the month to be written in 

the November newsletter. It was a a great success, especially the music! We had such a wide array of musical 

genres played by musicians of all ages. Who could forget the amazing performances by the EPC and ESC Music 

Departments, and the parent and staff band. Of course, this would not have run so smoothly if not for Mr War-

wick Mayall and the MCs, Jody, Jess, Alice, and Jason. 

 

Two of the biggest events of the season were the Taipei 101 performances. ESC bands, orchestra and choirs 

were invited to perform at Taipei 101 for their Christmas celebrations. The first section performance included 

the Big Band, Jazz Combo, and Rock Bands; performing 1hr and 30 minutes of music on the main stage of the 

Christmas event. The crowd was huge and filled with jolly spirits, it was a great performance and experience for 

all involved. 

 

Finally, to finish the term came the long awaited annual TES Christmas Concert, the last performance of 2016. 

The night kicked off with some great pre-concert performances by the Flute Ensemble, Big Band, Jass Combo, 

and Rock Bands. There was also delicious Christmas food provided by the Parent Association. After the lively 

and upbeat pre-concert performances came the atmospheric and heartwarming main performance by the Or-

chestra and Choirs. The performance consisted of cozy Christmas tunes that filled the atrium with holiday vibes; 

it was a night of festive fun. 
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Taipei 101Strasbourg Christmas Market  
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Taipei 101 Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony  
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ESC Pre-Christmas Concert  
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ESC Christmas Concert  



A Word from the Head of Sport 
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Kwok Chow, Head of Sport 

It has been excellent season two of sport this time around, with all the teams competing successfully in TISSA 

tournaments.  The highlight was the Varsity Girls Basketball Team winning TISSA for the first time and becom-

ing Champions.  A massive thanks to the coaches for all the extra hours put in and making all the students feel 

proud to represent TES Titans! Also we have the Most Improved Player & Most Valuable Player nominations for 

Middle School Softball and High School Basketball in this edition of the sports newsletter. 

 

Athletes of the month- Varsity Girls Basketball Team 
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Y7 Boys TISSA Softball Tournament- Coached by Mark Ryan 

The players fluttered their eyes in 

awe gazing across the field still half in 

their dreams. Within minutes, both 

TES team were sorted out and on 

the move - starting with warm ups. 

People exhaled and inhaled the thin 

yet refreshing morning breeze up 

high in the mountains whilst running 

laps after laps. There was great pres-

sure amongst everyone weighing 

down their hearts like a boulder they 

swallowed, but for a while there was 

peace. That was, until their oppo-

nents arrived. Instantly the air 

tensed, panic and excitement flashed 

through people’s eyes, not because 

they were scared of the other 

teams... 

 

But because they knew the war 

known as softball has begun.   

 

TES started the match with high 

hopes in their heart. TES team 1 

started off observing their oppo-

nent’s batting skills because they 

were the ones on defence to start 

with.TES was filled with confidence 

due to the lack of sheer batting 

power the other team had.When 

TES's coach(Mr.Ryan) first pitched 

the players’ eyes drifted with the ball 

as it flew through the air like a 

hawk.The batters didn't hit the ball 

at first but eventually they learnt to 

smash it down the pitch over and 

over again. In the end TES smashed 

their opponents with a crushing 8-0 

along side some beautiful plays just 

to add icing on the cake.   

 

Winning the first game raised the 

players spirits up high before literally 

plunging down into the very ashes of 

the earth’s crust when they saw 

their next opponents. Shark Morri-

son Academy was marching across 

the pitch as confidence sparkled in 

their eyes, and within them all stood 

a tall boy: Jack. In some way, how-

ever, this was especially helpful as 

they played extra cautiously through-

out the match ultimately leading to 

their victory 12-9. Some highlights of 

the match were when Rick made a 

double play on Jack with the help of 

Calvin and Daniel, or when Brian and 

Darren ran into each other trying to 

catch a flyer and fell backwards yet 

somehow Darren still managed to 

catch the ball. 

 

Winning also the second match, 

TES’s confidence level skyrock-

eted .So as the coach shouts with 

pride to reunite the team for the 

third match,the team sprinted to the 

the coach as fast as they can with joy 

and excitement.They observed the 

opponents batting just like what they 

did for their first match.They 

thought the team would be really 

bad when they saw their first batter 

miss the ball even though it’s the size 

of a watermelon 5 times subse-

quently.But when they reached their 

4th batter he smashed the ball like 

it’s thin air and the ball went fly-

ing,but fortunately calvin went and 

stopped it from flying and caught the 

ball that made the player go out.The 

4th player is a small blonde kid who’s 

name is Jersaye.It was a tough match 

but TES still won 3-0. 

 

The team shouts with pride when 

they realize they are one match away 

from the finals.TES was really confi-

dent when they saw their next oppo-

nent. However, TES kept in mind 

their team motto "You never know 

until you’ve played them." 

 

TES players were overly confident 

from winning 3 matches in a row and 

suffered a massive inning losing 7-1 

at the beginning. Their 7 batter was 

particularly outstanding  so TES 

moved backwards in preparation but 

sadly he hit it so far away that the 

referee counted it as a home 

run.TES have given up beyond all 

hopes until Darren performed a fan-

tastic play also known in our English 

language as a “miracle.” 

 

It was their their second best batter 

as the opposing coach pitched the 

player strikes the ball right in the 

middle. The ball the ball flew far mid 

over Calvin’s head and was about to 

drop far left away from Darren. TES 

was about to prepare for another 

home run, except for one person - 

Darren Kuo. Darren dived beyond 

all chances to his far left and caught 

the ball mid air before doing a barrel 

roll when he fell. People didn't know 

he caught it until he raised his 

hand,people cheered and 

screamed,and that is one of the best 

moments for Darren in the softball 

tournament. At the end of the in-

ning, Mr.Ryan pumped confidence 

into each and every layer on the 

team. Sides were changed and Noah 

and Ethan did as the good old saying 

goes: they gripped it, and ripped it. 

With that upbeat alongside Darren’s 

miracle, TES started the biggest 

come back they’ve ever seen. Hit 

after hit and run after run, TES 

closed the gap to only 3 points be-

hind. Despite this. as an unfortunate 

turn of events, the game ended 9-6 

with a shocking defeat losing their 

chance in the finals. 

 

 

Losing grip of the finals when it’s at 

the tip of your fingers feels bad, but 

TES knew they still had a game to 

play so they kept their minds clear 

and played the 3rd place game to 

their fullest. As expected, TES came 

out on top beating MAK 9-0 without 

even hesitating taking 3rd place as 

tiny specks of rain comes hurdling 

down from the night sky as a re-

placement for the tears on the 

player's eyes. 

 

Written by Darren Kuo & Rick Chen 
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Y7 Girls TISSA Softball Tournament Report- Coached by Anna Robertson 

 

The overcast weather was just an 

added bonus to the start of the 

tournament. 

As we, the Year Seven girls, ended 

our practises, the fact that six mem-

bers of our team were not present 

sent a cloud of worry over both the 

students and the coaches. It was 

fortunate for three of them to show 

up later, but it was a disappointment 

that the others could not. It was 

finally decided that there would be 

eight people on each team--A and B-

-and officially, the day started. 

The teams that we would be playing 

were KSS and IIS. When A team lost 

KSS at the first game we were quite 

discouraged, however we did not 

lose our spirit and instead practised 

harder for our next games. When B 

team, after what seemed an eternity, 

got to play, IIS was recognised as 

late, making us all very dismayed. On 

the bright side, we beat them 15-0 

because of their absence. 

In the practises between games, the 

tennis court filled with students as 

shouts and laughter erupted. TES 

teams, both the boys and girls, 

started a game of ‘monkey in the 

middle’, where softballs were 

thrown from both sides of the court 

which the people in the middle had 

to catch. Before very long, we grew 

tired of the game and went to cheer 

the boys’ A team on. Everyone got ex-

cited when we realised they had won all 

their three games! 

When we, the girls’ teams, finished 

all our matches, we piled up to the 

scoreboard and tried to calculate 

the scores. KSS, we realised, defi-

nitely came first, but A team came 

second and B team came third! This 

left us in a relatively good mood for 

the rest of the day. 

Despite the light rain showers, the 

fact that our boys’ A team beat the 

other 9-0 in the tiebreaker left us in 

such a high spirit we cheered until 

our throats were sore. After their 

last game, we started another 

friendly one within our school to kill 

time until the medals were to be 

handed out. 

Eventually, at about half-past-five, we 

were gathered around the bleachers 

for the winners to be announced.  

 

Overall, it was an amazing experi-

ence for everyone. With a silver, 

bronze and sportsmanship award for 

girls, I think we performed very well. 

Many thanks to Ms Robertson, Ms 

Juan, Charlene and Renee, for they 

were pitching, cheering, and sup-

porting us all along. I believe that 

this has been one of my greatest 

experiences yet in Year Seven, and I 

hope this also counted to everyone 

else that was there. 

 

Written by Chante Yeung, Y7  

Softball season was very exciting and 

intense, we trained every Monday 

and sometimes we had small compe-

titions with other international 

schools, for example, KSS, Bethany 

etc. This softball season has really 

taught us how to work together as a 

team. Throughout the season, we 

had ups and downs, difficulties that 

have been turned around by count-

less practices. Miss Robertson really 

did a great job on teaching us how 

to collaborate together, not only 

teach us to never give up when you 

get it wrong again the fifth time but 

also on technique, moving our feet 

and arms when they are not in the 

right position. 

 

When any sports season is ending 

we always have a TISSA competi-

tion, it's basically a competition with 

all the international schools to-

gether. 

For this softball season, we came 

2nd place and considering the num-

ber of practices we had, we did 

pretty well. But certainly, we would-

n't have been able to achieve this 

score if Miss Robertson wasn't here 

to teach us and help us, I feel that 

the whole softball team should 

thank Miss Robertson for her amaz-

ing and wonderful job. 

 

Thank you, Miss Robertson! 
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Y8 Boys Softball TISSA Tournament Report- Coached by Jon Booth 

A bus of tired Year 8 students set 

off at 6:15 AM to MAC in Taichung 

where the TISSA SoftBall Tourna-

ment was hosted. We received our 

yellow and blue uniforms, and from 

that, we knew we were going to be 

representing our school. Two and a 

half hours ticked by until the bus 

finally pulled in next to a building; 

our time has come! We quickly 

changed into our uniform, after 

being notified that we were in Pool 

A, we headed outside to get ready 

for our first game. 

 

After listening to our coaches inspi-

rational speech, our captain took us 

to the field.    

The first game was easy, everyone 

was eager to win, and most impor-

tantly, sportsmanship was shown. 

Everyone was excited for our first 

victory, we energized ourselves 

with the food stalls behind the 

school. 

 

 

Throughout the day, we showed 

good team spirit and sportsmanship. 

Every match we started off with a 

confident and faithful, “1, 2, 3, Ti-

tans!” to bolster our energy and 

spirits to the maximum. 

 

Game after game the sky darkened 

and we found ourselves playing 

against KAS. The most important 

game in the whole tournament, 

“The Finals”. We started off with a 

7-0 run, the atmosphere was filled 

with laughter for our team mem-

bers until the second inning. They 

scored 7 as well, inning after inning, 

we ended up losing that game with 

a massive difference. 

 

We would like to give a special 

thank you to Mr Booth, Mr. Chow 

and Ms.Juan for spending the time 

and effort in organizing this event, 

and making it such a memorable 

experience! 

 

Written by: John Wang 

We were all extremely excited and 

fully motivated for our first year 8 

softball tournament. Our team was 

very passionate and we were ready 

to face our opponents.We never 

gave up even though we lost some 

matches. We lost twice, but the 

most intense moment was when we 

faced KSS for the championship and 

we lost. However, everyone still 

showed sportsmanship and still had 

smiles on their faces. We shook 

each other’s hands and thanked the 

referee and our coaches at the end 

of the match. We laughed and re-

called memories from the day. Even 

though we got second,  every per-

son showed respect, tried their 

best even and didn’t give up when 

we were losing. We hope to do 

even better next time when we 

face our new opponents. 

 

Written by Benjamin Liang 
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Y9 Girls TISSA Softball Tournament Report- Coached by Ian Stewart 

 

December 10th was the day of the Tissa Softball tournament, the yr9 students had an early start, meeting at the 

Taipei main station before the sun was even up! Everyone was very excited, as it was the last softball tournament 

we would attend. We took the HSR down to Kaohsiung, then taking the bus to the school IIS. Our first game 

was against MAB, we were lucky and won the coin toss, giving us a positive energy and we were all excited to 

start the match. I would like to give a special shout out to Wendy, who caught one of the first balls that was hit, 

and got 2 people out. It gave us confidence and we were quick to get one more person out. We ended up win-

ning only by 2 points, but we were all energetic and were eager to start the next game. We had a back to back 

game, so we shortly started our second against IIS. The second match went very smoothly, we won 16 to 0 and 

the whole team was tired and ready for lunch. After lunch, we played the hardest team MAK. We tried very hard 

and did our very best, but we still lost to them. We were told we had to play them again for the second round, 

so we tried again. The second round started very intense, we were winning by 4 to 3 until we started losing a bit 

of focus, and lost a few points. After that, although we tried really hard, we didn’t manage to win, but we were 

still very happy. We ended up winning second place along with the sportsmanship trophy, everyone was very 

proud and the day ended on a happy note. I would like to thank our coach Mr. Stewart and our student coaches: 

Nidhi and Maya, without them we wouldn’t have succeeded. 

 

Written by Emily Chang year 9 girls softball captain. 
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Y9 Boys Softball TISSA Tournament Report- Coached by Ian Armstrong  

Kaohsiung was a tough destination 

to visit because we are far from our 

home and we have to wake up at 4-

5 O’clock to arrive in time. Though 

thankfully everyone was there so 

we could leave in the dot. When we 

arrived at Kaohsiung by train, and 

travelled by bus to MAK, we all 

went to the registering tent and 

looked at our first competitor: 

MAK 

 

When we played the first softball 

game it was fun. It was a joy to bat 

and field. Our batting was accept-

able and the opposition's batting 

wasn’t extreme. We played how we 

would play in training. In the second 

match we started well, shutting our 

opposition almost as quickly as they 

shut us out. It then became more of 

a battle of fewer errors than a soft-

ball match. Each hit which went into 

the outfield was almost worth a 

point. However the 10-6 advantage 

wasn’t enough to hold them. In the 

final innings they hit a homerun 

sealing the victory. After that we 

were incredibly tense; all waiting for 

Jemmi to return from the tent al-

lowing us to know whether or not 

we were through to the 1v1 Final 

or only the ¾ playoffs. When Jemmi 

returned and announced that we 

were through we all cheered, and 

then went off either to buy food or 

play basketball. 

 

In the final we played an excellent 

team. It was well organised, skillful 

and overall very difficult to beat. 

Every single hit went into the out-

field thus requiring our outfielders 

to work a lot harder and it also 

requested more focus. But we bat-

ted well, held our ground, even 

hitting 3 homeruns and getting the 

maximum 7 points in an inning. But 

in the final innings we clung onto 

our slim lead for too long without 

generating points of our own hence 

in the final inning.  The opposition 

hit a home-run which ended our 

hopes of acquiring the gold medal, 

therefore ending a few personal 

dreams of retaining an all four 

sports victory(there are four sports 

in a year). 

In conclusion, the day was hot, tir-

ing but totally worth the trouble. 

Many of the tight situations that we 

got ourselves into we managed to 

return equally as well in. But some-

times we just got ourselves too 

tight too many times, and in the end 

it was just right to see KAS take the 

1st place trophy due their perfect-

ness in the aspect of errors. But 

still, it was a fun day and I would 

definitely do it again. 

 

Written by Adian Myall 
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Every Tuesday afternoon we’d dili-

gently practice from 3:00 til’ 4:30 

and occasionally have small, friendly 

matches against other international 

schools in Taiwan. All those prac-

tices prepared us for our big day. 

 

It was a cold, dark morning at 7 am. 

11 female pupils from Taipei Euro-

pean School in Year 8 attended the 

trip. With most of us half asleep. 

waking up and getting on the bus 

was a struggle. However, we knew 

that not only were we to go to 

Taichung to represent our school 

for the TISSA Softball Tournament 

(held in MAC), but to also go with 

our friends, have fun and experience 

many new and old things. As we 

rode the bus we could see the sun 

rise as the morning evolved from a 

dark to bright and cold to warm 

morning. It took around 2 hours for 

us to arrive to our destination and 

as we got closer to it, the tension 

and excitement was building up 

among all of us. By the time we ar-

rived at Morrison, we were all up 

and ready to start playing. We 

headed straight to the field to warm 

up as we prepared for our first 

game at 9:30. The games were chal-

lenging and the scores were tight. 

Every school had different tactics 

and skills that were all tremendous, 

but the TES Titans never gave up 

and played on, together as a team. 

 

Unfortunately, we lost the tourna-

ment and came last place. However, 

overall we improved quite a lot 

compared to last year and this ex-

perience has given us a positive im-

pact towards, as not only have we 

learned more skills and tactics from 

watching others, but also teamwork 

and how to collaborate with one 

another. This year’s softball tourna-

ment was like a rollercoaster. It was 

filled with many ups and downs. 

However, this experience will make 

us strive for the win next year and 

work even harder. Furthermore, 

none of this could’ve happened 

without the help of Miss Brookes, 

who gave up her time for us! 

 

By: Katelyne Chuang and Holly 

Samaniego 

 

JV Girls Basketball TISSA Tournament Report- Coached by Jared Duxfield 

In the early morning of January 14, 

the JV girls basketball team Coach 

Duxfield met at EPC. Although the 

bus was late and we were all freezing 

due to the rainy and cold weather 

our team spirit didn’t fizzle out and it 

continued onto our first game. 

Against the tallest and the strongest 

team in the tournament, we were 

playing under immense pressure and 

didn’t perform as we normally do. 

Rebounds were dreams we couldn’t 

reach while our passes and attacks 

crumbled down. Throughout the 

game, we persevered and there were 

some stand out performances by 

different members which in turn 

lifted our team spirit and prompted 

us to persist and continue. Although 

we managed to start playing better 

towards the end, there was no plot 

twist like those in fictional stories. 

Nonetheless, this didn’t put our spir-

its down, after waiting patiently for 

three hours and eating lunch we 

were able to play our second game 

against MAK. 

 

Our game against MAK was espe-

cially intense due to our evenly 

matched skills. When we pushed, so 

did MAK, back and forth, we ran 

down the court as fast as we could, 

points by points we were slowly 

catching up. By halftime, we were 

only a few points behind, the inten-

sity filled up the air beside us. Soon 

after a pep talk from our coach, the 

whistle was blown. The start of the 

second half. Defense started to flow, 

like a machine with no mistakes, 

constantly blocking and intercepting 

passes, reading the minds of the ene-

mies, it was successful. On offense, 

we pushed in, fast breaks, fighting 

our hearts out. Although free throws 

and layups were sometimes missed 

which was inevitable given our ex-

perience, our spirits were still sky-

rocketing, certainly overthrowing the 

other team. The opponents scored a 

basket. We were 2 points behind. 

 

One minute left. 

 

Passing the ball in, we dribbled up 

the court, executing passes and 

shooting. Through all the hustling 

and passing, an opening was created 

and a team member shot, scoring a 

basket. With less than thirty sec-

onds, the opposing team ran at our 

defence, attempting to tilt the game 

in their favour. 

 

Twenty-five seconds. 

 

Twenty seconds. 

MAK circulated the ball around with 

quick passes, using their advanta-

geous physiques and experience to 

the fullest, and scored another bas-

ket. Ten seconds. The JV team were 

desperate to score another basket 

to win this game, unfortunately, we 

were unsuccessful. The buzzer 

sounded, signalling the end of the 

game. Breathless and with adrenaline 

still pumping through our veins, we 

lined up and thanked MAK for the 

game. As we caught our breaths, 

reality settled down upon us. That 

was our last game. With heavy 

hearts, we gathered to analyse what 

happened during the match with the 

aide of our coach. Although we left 

without winning anything other than 

a sportsmanship prize, the simple 

experience of playing basketball and 

teamwork was worth more than any 

prize. 

 

We would like to thank Coach Dux-

field and Ms Juan for coaching us and 

Mr Chow for coordinating this and 

allowing us to have this valuable ex-

perience. 

 

Written by Renee Hsiao (captain) 

and Charlene Chiu  

Y8 Girls Softball TISSA Tournament Report- Coached by Hannah Brooks 



Page 38 ESC Newsletter 

Varsity Girls Basketball TISSA Tournament Report -Coached by Alice Juan 

Varsity Basketball 2017… what can I say? It’s the best high school season ever. 

 

First of all, this year, the varsity team was filled with talent. Secondly, never have I played a varsity team with such 

a diverse group. We had H2s stepping onto the court along side seniors. Though there was the age gap, it did 

not hinder us from our cooperation. We sliced through the defense of the first two teams and met our worthy 

opponent MAK Sharks in the Finals. 

 

They were tough, but our impenetrable defense blocked their shots and passes, creating fast break opportunities 

for ourselves. It was intense. At first, our nerves disrupted our performance and the game started off with us 

trailing by 4 points. Swiftly, we took the lead. With two minutes left in the game, we were only winning by two 

points. Both teams defended so well that no basket was made. With 30 seconds on the clock, Annabella scored a 

free throw for us to put up by 3 points and we held the lead till the buzzer went off. 

 

WE WON THE FINALS! 
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JV Boys Basketball TISSA Tournament Report  

The Titans JV basketball team gath-

ered on January 16th, ready to com-

pete in a long day of tough and vig-

ourous tournament. They have 

worked long and hard through 

months of training, which often 

meant staying after school till 6 dur-

ing the week. They weren’t just 

looking to be the best team at 

Kaohsiung, but taking the first place 

trophy home that they came so 

close to last year. 

 

We arrived in Kaohsiung at 9; ready 

to tipoff against MAT to collect our 

first victory. The game started 

quickly with TES taking a 10-0, and 

knowing that there are only 6 min-

utes in each quarter, we continued 

to widen our lead. The game ended 

31-8, with Jeremy hitting a long 

three to hype up our day. We then 

went on to face off against three 

other teams, winning all of them 24-

12, 25-19, and 24-19. 

 

 

Our fifth game was against KAS, one 

of the better teams in our pool with 

players built bigger than most of us. 

Prior to the game, we had more 

than an hour of rest with most play-

ers sleeping courtside, therefore we 

were both mentally and physically 

not prepared. Our coach, Mr. Lee, 

knew this would affect our perform-

ance and as a result woke us all up 

40 minutes before game time to get 

our muscles stretched and our 

heads in the game. The game against 

KAS was crucial for us if we wanted 

to secure our first place spot to 

advance to the finals. With the 

other pool finishing before us, KSS, 

the top team from the other pool 

sat courtside to watch us. The game 

went in our favour, finishing the 

game with a score 14-10. Curtis 

Chen carried the team with his su-

perior layup techniques, supported 

by teammates Nicholas and Tom to 

seal the win. We came first well 

ahead of all the other teams and 

ended up first in our pool. 

The final game began almost imme-

diately after our win against KAS, 

which we saw as an advantage for us 

as it meant all our players were al-

ready warmed up and into the game. 

Our opponent KSS was the only 

team standing between the Titans 

basketball team holding up that tro-

phy. We took an early lead and 

went into the half with a 4 point 

lead, but their point guard was still 

making the plays and splitting our 

defense. During the half, coach Mr. 

Lee devised a strategy for us to 

close out their main player, which 

subsequently shut down their entire 

offense. By the time they figured out 

what we were doing, we already had 

a 7 point lead and only seconds left 

on the clock. The buzzer sounded 

and it was all over, we had won the 

tournament and we ended the day 

with gold medals hanging around 

our neck. 

 

Written by: Mason Lee H3 
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Varsity Boys Basketball TISSA Tournament Report-Coached by David Lin 

 

On the 14th January 2016, the Var-

sity boys basketball team travelled to 

MAC in hope of winning back-to-

back titles. The team met up early: 

6am at the EPC. We took advantage 

and took a nap for the 2-hour bus 

ride in order to prepare for the up-

coming games. Upon arrival, heads 

were held high and we had another 

hour of rest before our first game. 

 

The time had come, where we all 

suited up and proceeded into our 

first warmups. Our pool had only 3 

teams as opposed to 4 on the other, 

which gave us a huge lift. The first 

game was against MAK, which 

started off really sloppy for us. MAK 

started the game with full throttle, 

making a lot of three pointers and 

drawing a lot of fouls due to our lack 

of defense. By halftime, we were 

only leading by 5 points. After half-

time, MAK took over the lead, forc-

ing us to call a timeout in order to 

regroup. It was a hard fought game 

all the way until near the end of the 

3rd quarter, where the first string 

finally stepped up their defense and 

scored a lot of fast break points. This 

led all the way towards the end of 

the fourth quarter, allowing us to go 

on a scoring run, ending the game 

with a 25 point lead. 

 

Our second game was against ICA, 

whom we faced before the previous 

year. Like the first game, we started 

off slow. In the first half we’ve com-

mitted 9 turnovers, which was more 

than half of our turnovers for the 

whole first game. Nonetheless, we 

had a 12 point lead. Immediately as 

the 3rd quarter tipped off, we went 

on another scoring run, which in-

creased our lead to 20. We were 

able to maintain the lead and allow 

the starters to rest throughout the 

second half. Sophomores Weir Hsu, 

Perry Lin and Ethan Chen moved the 

ball well to score easy baskets. By 

winning the second game 75 - 42, we 

moved on to the finals. 

 

The final, most anticipated game was 

against host school MAC. In order to 

prevent being too nervous, we 

started warmups yelling our cave-

men chant in mid-court. This 

brought all our confidence back, as 

we prepare shortly for the final game 

of the season. 

 

As expected in any other finals game, 

the intensity is way above the top - 

both sides immediately starting with 

full-court defense strategies. Luckily, 

we had the upper momentum early 

in the game, having a 12-3 point lead 

midway through the first quarter. 

However, after MAC called a time-

out, it was at that point where our 

offense fell apart. They stepped up 

their defense and forced a lot of 

turnovers from us. They also ended 

the quarter with a three pointer 

buzzer beater, the game was tied at 

14. 

 

With their crowd cheering loud for 

them, we told ourselves not to think 

and just play the game. Our momen-

tum built up stronger during the 

second quarter. It was pretty much a 

neck-and-neck quarter. However, 

our defense stepped up towards the 

end, creating a few stops and grab-

bing a lot of defensive rebounds. 

Freshman Daniel Chung came on and 

immediately scored 5 quick points 

for us. The score at halftime was 37-

30 in favour of us. 

 

The rest of the game was a different 

story. All of our strategies came in 

full-effect. We were told by coach to 

not slow down the ball and just keep 

running in the remaining two quar-

ters. Unfortunately, starters Jacob 

Wu and Howard Lin could not play 

majority of the second half due to 

painful cramps. 

 

Sophomore Brian Wu stepped up 

tremendously, locking down MAC’s 

best player throughout the entire 

game, limiting their scoring. He was 

also a big contribution into our of-

fense. With our fast-paced basketball 

and secure defense, the rest of the 

game was in TES’ tempo. Luckily, our 

3-pointers were also falling, making a 

total of 9 in that game. 

 

As the buzzer sounded, the ball was 

thrown into the air and it was all 

smiles from then on as we carry the 

gold trophy home to TES, winning 

back-to-back championships with a 

final score of 72-56. 
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Action Shot of the month 

 



31 JianYe Road, ShiLin 
District, 

Taipei 11193 
Phone: +886-2-8145-9007 

Fax: +886-2-2832-7576 
Website-: 

www.taipeieuropeanschool
.com 

SWIRE EUROPEAN 
SECONDARY CAMPUS 

Our school has attracted regional and worldwide attention with its 

unique model for integrating German, British, French, and High 

School sections in terms of their curricula, administration, finance, 

buildings and facilities.   
 

The Taipei British School (TBS), Ecole Francaise de Taipei (EFT); and 

Deutsche Schule Taipei (DST) began around 1990 in response to the 

needs of expatriate families with young children, living in Taipei. The 

schools soon realised that there was much to be gained by joining 

forces to establish a combined European campus. This would allow 

the schools to share some facilities and resources yet teach their 

own respective national curricula.   


