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From the Head of British Secondary and High School Section 

Halloween 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Parent Teacher Interviews. 
It was great to see so many parents attend the High School Parent Teacher interviews on 
Thursday October 24. I honestly believe one of the reasons for the remarkable success of our 
students is the strong parental support they receive. October 31 was the 3rd Thursday in a row 
that staff in the BS and HS have had Parent Teacher interviews and I thank them for the work 
they have done over this period. I receive a lot of feedback from parents that are grateful for 
the sound feedback provided during these interviews. 

Christmas Bazaar. 
Another reminder to support our wonderful parents who are working so diligently in 
preparation for this year’s Christmas Bazaar. This year the Christmas Bazaar will occur on 
Saturday, November 30. The Christmas Bazaar takes a great deal of work and many, many 
parents are already working hard to prepare for this year’s event. I encourage you to keep an 
eye out for details of how you can support this very important event. Various sub committees 
have been organized and are eagerly looking for more volunteers to help prepare for the day 
and/or assist on the day itself. I encourage anyone that can help to do so. 

Cashier Service:  Please note: Starting 12 November, the ESC Cashier's Service will open 
later, at 11am, on Tuesday mornings for the rest of the term. Standard operating hours will 
remain for all other days. 

Stuart Glascott 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.taipeieuropeanschool.com 
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Congratulations to the Student 
Council on organizing a wonderful 
day to celebrate Halloween. We 
are very fortunate to have a 
wonderful group of school leaders 
who work tirelessly to support the 
student body. Thank you to the 
many staff and students who 
dressed in a variety of weird and 
wonderful costumes to truly make 
the day a success. 

 

http://www.taipeieuropeanschool.com/
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From the Deputy Head  

Dear Parents, 
A very surreal day indeed yesterday, as the school population transformed itself into gremlins 
and goblins, witches and wizards….as part of the Student Council led Hallowe’en dress up 
day.  As usual, it was difficult to decide who enjoys dressing up most on these days: the staff 
or the students? I hope you enjoy the photographs that are included in this week’s newsletter. 
 
On a more serious note, our H4 students have experienced a very intense period of activity 
around their Extended Essay completion in the last week. Our thanks go to Mr Latchford and 
his team who delivered a series of Extended Essay workshops to help coach our IB students 
prior to the final draft for their submissions on 18th November.  A range of impressive research 
questions have been submitted this year and showcase the enormous breadth of our 
students’ interests.  
 
Meanwhile, preparations for the intellectual demands of H3 are starting increasingly early 
thanks to the innovative idea of Mr Booth our new Head of English. He is piloting a range of 
extension tasks with one of his KS3 English groups using the IB Theory of Knowledge model 
to really challenge our students to become more experimental, independent learners. 
 
As always it was a pleasure to finally meet with our High School students’ parents at the most 
recent parent teacher evening last week. We had an excellent turn out and enjoyed having 
learning conversations with you about your child’s progress. We are always looking to 
improve the organization of the event so please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
suggestions for how we can continue to get better at the appointments and scheduling 
element of these important meetings. We do understand that some parents have difficulties 
making appointments and we will be looking closely at this in the coming months. 

Chrysta Garnett 

 

 

 

 

H3 Physics Investigate 
Helicopters!  

 
 

H3 Higher Level Physics have been busy with one of their first full Internal Assessments to 
investigate the properties of a toy helicopter. 

 
After carefully planning the design and selecting the appropriate variables 
to change, measure and keep constant, the students tested their 
helicopters by dropping them from a fixed height.  Many of the students 
chose to measure the time of fall after changing the mass by adding 
paper clips. Some innovative and budding Engineers in the group 
produced some intricate helicopter designs, only to find out that the 
simplest ones worked the best! 
 
Using the graphing capabilities of Excel in an IT lab, they determined that 
the relationship between the time of fall and mass was not linear, but in 
fact a logarithmic function, which they are now analyzing to draw 
conclusions and evaluate their designs. 
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One of the goals of practical work in 
IB Physics is to encourage students 
to become enquiring learners and 
think critically about the world around 
them. This investigation was an 
opportunity for H3 students to test 
their assumptions about falling 
objects and investigate how the Laws 
of Physics apply in everyday 
situations.  
 
 
 

 
News from the English Department 
Book Week 2013 

 
Thank you to all the TES community for celebrating Book Week last 
week. Our students were involved with various activities throughout 
the week, whether it was library quizzes, influencing each other with 
their favourite books or visiting the library and making books an 
essential part of their studies in various subjects. 
 
In particular all KS3 students were involved with a storyteller 
sessions to understand the art of storytelling and its importance in 
culture and spread of literacy before and after the printed word.  
Year 8 were led through tasks on oral storytelling tradition of ghost 
stories with Ms Brown.  
 

In Year 9, Mr Morris joined the 
English team to discuss literary 
work and consider the importance 
of the literary text in academic 
study. In Year 7 students had the 
opportunity to write 5 different genre 
stories and learn about the 
characterisation and structure of 
popular fiction with Mr Booth. 
 

 
The results of the TES’s Favourite Books Survey were as follows: 

 

1.     Charlie And The Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl 

2.     Matilda, Roald Dahl 

3.     The Lord of the Rings, JRR Tolkien 

4.     The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, CS Lewis 

5.     Harry Potter & The Goblet of Fire, JK Rowling 

6.     Holes, Louis Sachar 

7.     Animal Farm, George Orwell 
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8.     Nineteen Eighty Four, George Orwell 

9.     The Great Gatsby, F Scott Fitzgerald 

10.  Harry Potter And The Philosopher's Stone, JK Rowling 

11.  Harry Potter And The Chamber Of Secrets, JK Rowling 

12.  Harry Potter And The Prisoner Of Azkaban, JK Rowling 

13.  The BFG, Roald Dahl 

14.  Pride & Prejudice, Jane Austen 

15.  The Catcher in the Rye, JD Salinger 

16.  The Hobbit, JRR Tolkien 

17.  Alice's Adventures In Wonderland, Lewis Carroll 

18.  Little Women, Louisa May Alcott 

19.  Lord Of The Flies, William Golding 

20. The Twits, Roald Dahl 

 

 
IB Core Skills in KS3 English 

In English at KS3 we are trialing the use of Google drive for 
students to do some independent learning projects. Parents 
recently mentioned, at the KS3 Parent-Teacher meetings, how 
they would like to be involved more with their children’s 
‘homework’. This has coincidentally met with an opportunity to 
use Google to set work more independently away from 
everyday class work and a similar drive towards introducing 
key skills for the core components of the IB. 
 
Google allows multiple users with Google accounts to work on 
documents simultaneously and this has allowed parents, 
students and teachers to collaborate on work, in particular, 

work set over a longer extended period of time. Therefore this has been a good opportunity to 
set ‘homework’ as both independent and collaborative pieces of work, with independent study 
but regular checkpoints that will introduce our younger students to the essential skills needed 
for IB study, in particular the core skills that run through the IB and were previously new to 
students in H3. 
 
Students will read challenging novels and reflect on essential ideas on the Theory of 
Knowledge through the art of literature, attempt three separate extended writing tasks and 
build up a portfolio of how and why they have used skills for learning, living and leading with 
English in the English classroom, in other classrooms and outside school in other learning 
opportunities.  
 
These three areas make up the core to the International Baccalaureate in the final years of 
High School (Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay and Creativity, Action and Service) and 
although some of these tasks will be challenging for them, we are hoping they will gain a lot 
from the independent and extended nature of the tasks and that they will also gain some 
valuable key skills of time management and organisation. This will also enhance their 
essential English skills of reading, writing and speaking and listening and encourage them to 
holistically think about how and why they learn English. 
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Year 9 Geography “Speed dating” and Year 7 map making 
Another busy week in Geography had some year 9 
students preparing for next week’s test by indulging 
in a little speed dating. Of course this was not dating 
in the romantic sense but much more a sharing of 
information between student experts. In preparation 
for their test next week Class 9.1 were given a key 
word or expression in which they were to become an 
expert. These could be fairly straightforward words 
such as “earthquake” or “volcano” or more 
challenging, such as “Popocatapetl” Their task was 
to learn as much as they could about their subject in 
15 minutes and then be able tell other as much as 
they could about their subject in the space of a minute. Once each student had shared their 
information in pairs, students would move on to the next bench to divulge and listen in turn. 
Best of luck to all students in scoring excellent results.  
 
Meanwhile, Year 7 students have been on a very special mission. Their brief was to use some 
of the skills they have learnt so far in their unit on mapping to produce a school map showing 
the different thinking approaches used to enhance learning around the school. They have 
spent several weeks collecting data, surveying the school and producing their maps and in 
their last lessons have been frantically working to reach the production deadline. In this 
project they will also have been getting used to working in groups for the first time and 
delegating tasks amongst their group. The maps are all in and judged and the winning 
submissions will be announced next week. 
Mr Greaves,  
Head of Geography 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from the Mathematics Department 
Q: What do mathematics, cones, sectors and Halloween have in common? 
A: Mathematical Halloween Hats! 
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H1 students were given the challenge to make a Halloween hat for a year 5 student. The year 
5 students gave them very clear measurements of their head circumferences and how tall 
they would like the hat, and also gave our H1 students some design ideas. Year 5 are a 
discerning bunch and instructions included wanting hats with vampire teeth, spikes, space for 
NERF guns and red dripping blood, so our H1 students had to use all their creative skills to 
design a hat that their Year 5 ‘customer’ would like.  
We travelled down to the primary campus on Halloween to deliver our hats and had a 
fantastic time. Many thanks go to Mr Fagg and all the primary staff for making us feel very 
welcome and organising fun activities for us.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Nuclear Safety and Radioprotection at TES!  

On September 11th, 2013 the H4 Physics class had a 
presentation from Dr. Christine Wassilew from the 
German Embassy, Tokyo on Nuclear Safety. The 
following is a reflection written by Joesph Liu: 

I had always been fascinated by the alien-like 
properties of Nuclear Physics ever since I was a child. 
For other kids it was simply just another form of 
energy, whereas I saw it as the crazy force that was 
waiting to be harnessed by mankind. It is also one of 
the main reasons I chose to undertake the well known 
"Higher Level Physics" IB course, to further understand 
this seemingly limitless power that held so much 
incredible potential.  

A few weeks into our Nuclear Physics course as a H4 
student, we were given a letter informing us that the 

German Embassy of Taipei had sponsored a real life Counselor for Nuclear Safety and 
Radioprotection Issues, Renewable Energy and Environmental Policies to come into school to 
talk to all of the Physics students. I couldn't have been more excited! Although I've already 
learned a substantial amount of information on the topic in class, it's a completely different 
story to talk to an actual Nuclear Physicist. I would finally be able to talk to one of the many 
Scientists that I've seen in videos during class, an expert on the field who's armed with 
firsthand experience and knowledge.  
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On the 11th of September 2013, I walked into one of the most intriguing and incredible talks in 
my entire student life. Thoughtfully, Dr. Christine Wassilew had planned her session with us 
so it would require the students to actively take part. Dr. Wassilew bestowed the role of the 
educator to the students , what I mean by this is that she would choose a Physics student to 
explain what they knew about Nuclear Physics to the rest of the class and add on to what we 
as the student body didn't know. This way not only was she able to help further solidify what 
we already knew about Nuclear Physics but she added new information with each student led 
power point slide.  
 
Although it was awkward in the beginning because many students didn't want to speak in front 
of the class, Dr. Wassilew persisted through with this tactic until we slowly warmed up to her 
method of teaching. Just like that, more and more students began to speak up, question , 
challenge and inquire. The entire Physics student body group started to bombard Dr. 
Wassilew with different sorts of question all regarding to their curiosities. She had answered 
all of our questions in such an informative and critical way, and I don't think anyone was 
unhappy with the quality of answer they received. An hour and twenty minutes disappeared 
as though it were a reactive alkaline metal from group 1 of the Periodic Table.  
 
On the behalf of the Physics student body, I'd like to thank Dr. Christine Wassilew with utmost 
gratitude, for traveling all the way from Tokyo/Germany to Taipei European School to teach us 
this more-than valuable lesson. 
 

News from the Taiwan POW Camps Memorial Society 

Dear Friends, 

The Taiwan POW Camps Memorial Society with the assistance of the Australian 
Office is holding the annual Remembrance Day service on Sunday November 10th at 11:00 
am in the Taiwan POW Memorial Park in Jinguashi. 

Chartered buses will depart for Jinguashi from the east side of the Grand Hyatt Hotel - sharp 
at 9:15 am. Following the service everyone is invited to join together for a picnic lunch in the 
community center. We will return to Taipei around 3 pm. The cost for the bus and lunch is 
NT$400 and reservations are required. 

Reservations may be made by contacting: 

Sabrina Wu at the Australian Office - Tel: 02 8725-4137 or email to:  sabrina.wu@dfat.gov.au  

  

THE DEADLINE FOR BUS RESERVATIONS IS - 5 PM ON WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 6TH. 

This year we will also have another event - the dedication of the new Shirakawa POW 
Memorial which will be held on Monday November 11th at 1pm in the village of Nei-Jiao near 
Bai-He, adjacent to the Military Base there. 

The former Shirakawa Camp in Nei-Jiao contained many of the highest-ranking officers of the 
allied forces from Singapore, the Philippines, Hong Kong, and the Dutch East Indies. There 
were more than 400 senior officers interned in that camp from June 1943 to October 1944 
when most were moved to Manchuria, following which it became more of a hospital camp.  

For more info about the Remembrance Day service and the memorial dedication 
ceremony, please check the Taiwan POW Camps  Society’s website home page 
at http://www.powtaiwan.org or contactsociety@powtaiwan.org prior to - and no later than, 
NOVEMBER 1st. 

We hope many of our friends and supporters will join in paying tribute to our veterans this 
year. 

mailto:sabrina.wu@dfat.gov.au
http://www.powtaiwan.org/
mailto:society@powtaiwan.org


8 

 

From the Assistant Head (High School) 
 
Hallowe’en 
Our second annual Hallowe’en celebrations were a huge success. It was great fun to see 
students and teachers dressed in a wide array of creative and spooky costumes. A big thank 
you and well done to the Student Council led by Mr Cornes, who organized the event. I’ve 
already started planning my costume for next Hallowe’en! 
 
H2 and H4 Targets 
Over the next two weeks H2 and H4 students will review their targets in lessons. Teachers 
are devising engaging review activities that challenge students to really think about their 
targets and what they have to do in order to improve their attainment. The mock examination 
period is sneaking up on us and it is essential that students are focusing on this crucial 
feedback provided by their subject teachers. 
 
Tabitha Cambodia – TES Pop Idol 
Good luck to all of tonight’s Pop Idol contestants! The school has been abuzz for the last two 
weeks as competitors have tirelessly practiced their singing, playing and choreography. The 
event promises to be fun and entertaining. Well done to the H3 Tabitha organizers led by Mr. 
Labuschagne. We look forward to seeing more of your work this year as you fundraise and 
prepare for your house-building trip to Cambodia in June. 
 
Where are they now? An interview with TES alumnus Justin Lu 
Our new Where are they now? feature has been a huge success. We have received a lot of 
positive feedback from our community who are clearly enjoying the updates on former TES 
students. We have decided to make these interviews a regular feature, so please stay tuned 
for more stories from TES graduates around the world!   
 
This week University and Careers Counsellor Mr. Brown interviews TES alumnus Justin Lu 
who is now studying Music at the University of Michigan. 
 
Ms Sonya Papps 
Assistant Head (High School) 
 
Where are they now? An interview with TES alumnus Justin Lu 

 
J Brown: When did you graduate from TES and what have you been up to since then? 
 
Justin: I graduated from TES in May 2010. I spent my entire primary and secondary 
education at TES. Since then, I’ve been at the University of Michigan. The summer after I 
graduated, I started a Psychology degree in my first year, and in my Sophomore year I added 
on a second degree so I’m doing a BA in Psychology and a BA in Music (voice)  
 
J Brown: Please tell me a bit about the course you are studying at University: 
 
Justin: I’m basically doing eight years of work and I’m on track to fit it into five years. 
Hopefully I’ll keep going in the right direction and graduate at the end of next year.  
 
Michigan is the Number 4 ranked music school in the country. I’m very lucky to be here! 
 
J Brown: What made you apply to the Psychology course? 
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Justin: When at TES I thought I was supposed to go to the UK for law. But my parents 
wanted me to apply to US Colleges as well, as to not close any doors. I had some arguments 
with my parents whether or not I was wasting my time, whether I should concentrate on 
getting good grades in IB, or just focus on the SATs (which is what I wanted to do at the time). 
Well, it was one of those weird situations where your parents actually end up being right!  If it 
had not been for incessant nagging on my Mom’s part, I wouldn’t have ended up in Michigan. 
Focusing on both my IB grades and the SATs turned out to be very important. 
 
Like most Freshmen I was undeclared and undecided, I took courses that I thought I would be 
interested in. It just so happened that all the courses I had taken met the conditions for 
‘declaring’ a Psychology degree. In the USA there are no undergrad law schools: you 
graduate in any subject and are then eligible for Law school. Next year, I’ll hopefully have two 
BAs. My hope is for that to set me apart from the pack for law school, having done non-
traditional classes in undergrad. 
 
J Brown: In what way has the IB Diploma prepared you for your course? 
 
Justin: I almost want to say that IB is harder than college. It really shouldn’t be.  Michigan is 
one of the top schools in the country, it is not a breeze. IB was tough and prepared me for 
University-level work. I came in at a huge advantage Michigan asks you to fulfill a number of 
credits in the core curriculum outside of your declared major. AP credits will count towards 
graduation but they won’t count for those distribution. Even if you took three AP science 
courses, you’ll still have to take the two Michigan science courses as well. They want to give 
you a well-rounded education at Michigan before you graduate. But IB credits count towards 
this distribution system. So I didn’t have to take a single science course because the IB is 
recognized as a rigorous course, partly so I can finish in three years instead of five. I would 
recommend the IB to anyone. The IB call themselves the pre-university programme and they 
are spot-on. The IB definitely prepared me for university. 
 
J Brown: We have talked about music master classes and the male voice choir. What has 
been the most challenging and interesting aspect of your course? 
 
Justin: We are a big ten school in College football. Michigan is one of the biggest public 
schools in the country buses that run between the three campuses. We have between 35 to 
40 thousand undergrad students. 60 thousand people work on campus at all times. It’s like 
living in a mid-sized town. Detroit is right next door, and it’s like Gotham city really scary, yet 
here in Ann Arbor we have music and art everywhere, it’s one of the most well-educated 
towns in the country. It’s a weird bubble of culture and academia. 
 
J Brown: What advice would you give to current IB students who are in the thick of their 
studies now? 
 
Justin: It depends on if they’re applying to UK or US universities. TES generally encouraged 
us to apply to both to keep our options open. If only applying to the UK. Focus on keeping 
your grades up because all the offers are conditional. But if you are only applying to US there 
is a tendency for ‘Senioritis’ to set in and you slack off a bit. That’s scary.  I still focused on my 
IB courses even after I got into Michigan and I’m glad I did  because you need those good 
grades  in your IB courses to get university credit. You don’t get to slack off after you get into 
college. It is about being a life-long learner…. I kind of laughed at the learner profile back in 
IB, but with hindsight it really does encourage you to keep on seeking out new opportunities, 
and to be curious. That kind of attitude is important for College. 
 
J Brown: If you had one thing you wish you knew about university life before you got there 
what would it be? 
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Justin: I wish I could have known exactly what I wanted to do when I came here. I still had a 
bunch of fun, but I hopped from subject to subject before I chose my major. For me music was 
never an option - I was going to do humanities.  My Mom majored in piano; I personally wish 
I’d thought yeah I could apply to art or architecture or music school, I have all these other 
options open to me. I called my Mum the day I got the place in the Music BA. “Hey Mom 
guess what you’re going to have to pay for another two years of tuition”! But I’m happy I’m 
doing something that I love. Another piece of advice: it goes by so quickly. It’s probably going 
to be the best years of your life, where you’re independent but your parents are still 
supporting you financially. Don’t squander it!  
 
 

 
From the Head of H1 and H2 – PSHCE and Student Voice 

In this week's PSHCE session, the H1 students have been considering change and how to 
bring it about. We are fortunate to have so many clever, conscientious and creative young 
people within our school, who all bounce ideas for change around. But there is also 
something at times absent, affecting some of our students' abilities to be change agents. This 
missing element is a self-belief that they can succeed in bringing change about. 

Some of our students do have this self-belief, and these are the students who Heads of Year 
most often hear from, with legitimate requests for change or clarification. It is always fun to 
listen to the views of these young idealists. As I am forever saying to the H1 and H2 students, 
we need to hear their student voice and engage with it. Ultimately we may disagree with that 
student voice - on the vexed issues of hair colour or length of shorts, for example - but then 
we may need to clearly explain the reasoning behind our policies. 

However, this pool of students with the confidence to campaign for change is probably too 
small. The American and European universities that so many of our students aspire to join 
certainly have an expectation of free speech and the clash of opposing ideas. So we would be 
doing our students a disservice if we didn't prepare them for that world. 

I would like to see more of our students - that silent majority - be prepared to stand and argue 
their corner. To do that effectively, they will need good arguments, effective rhetoric, 
intelligent tactics and an awareness of who would be the best person to approach. But, most 
importantly, they will need the self-confidence to be able to appropriately challenge those in 
power. We need to help them get there, and they need to bring themselves out of their 
comfort zone in order to do so. It is these skills that we are currently exploring and developing 
in PSHCE. 
 
Dr. Gavin Matthews 
Head of Year (H1 and H2) 

Justin Lu enjoying life at the University of Michigan 
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SETTING TARGETS 
In the Core/PSHCE session this week students have been analyzing in detail 
the targets set by their teachers in the Progress Reports which were issued 
recently.  They completed a range of activities which were designed to help 
students make sense of the targets they have been set and make some 
meaningful plans about how to proceed.  This is the first time that H3 students 
have received a report and it only contained targets, but for H4 students it 
also included the grades at which the students are currently working.   
 
As I have all the grade data from the past two reporting sessions for H4, I was 

able to complete a detailed tracking exercise which looked closely at individual student 
performance and identify some trends.  I then categorized students using the traffic light 
system: green meaning that they are on track for success; amber meaning that they are on 
track in the majority of areas, but with something (perhaps a grade in one or two subjects) that 
is currently holding them back; and red meaning that they are currently giving us some cause 
for concern.  The criteria for deciding these is based on the requirements of passing the 
Diploma, summarized below: 
 
At TES (during the course), we work on the following principles: 

 4 in a HL subject is borderline / 3 or less in a HL subject is a cause for concern 

 3 in a SL subject is borderline / 2 or less in a SL subject is a cause for concern 

 25 - 28 points overall is borderline  / 24 points or fewer is a cause for concern 

 D in the EE or TOK is borderline / E in the EE or TOK is a cause for concern 
 
 
Though I talk of categorizing students, this is certainly not an exercise in labelling students but a way of getting 
them to reflect on their own situation and making clear plans for improvement (with teacher support – all ‘red’ 
students met with me yesterday and all ‘amber’ students met with Ms Papps).  Students currently ‘causing us 
concern’ or ‘borderline’ at this stage have now made some promises and SMART (Specific, Measurable, 
Attainable, Relevant and Time-related) targets to improve, and we will monitor them carefully, as I know you will 
too.  Ms Papps and I had some really useful conversations with students yesterday, so I am hopeful that we will 
see some really impressive improvements fairly quickly. 
 
 
 

EXTENDED ESSAY WORKSHOPS 2  (Wednesday 6th November) 

I am really excited about the next phase in our enhanced 
Extended Essay support sessions, which will happen next week.  
The feedback we got from students about the last session (on 
Tuesday 22nd October) was extremely positive and many were 
grateful for being given some useful focus time with supervisor 
support.  I am very grateful to the teachers who participated, 
either by leading information sessions (Ms Garnett, Ms Papps 
and Mr Cornes), or for giving up some of their non-teaching time 
to chat with students about the direction their Extended Essays 
are going in, in a supervisory role (Mr Labuschagne, Mr Cornes, 
Ms Dale, Ms Sung, Mr Stewart, Mr Papps, Mr Mowbray, Mr Greaves and Mr R Morris).  The 
next session will follow a similar plan, this time running from the beginning of Period 5 
(11.20am) to the end of the school day at 3pm.  
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The workshop sessions this time will focus on different key assessment criteria: 
Criterion I: Presentation and layout (led by me) 
Criterion H: Writing a good conclusion (led by Ms Laing) 
Criterion J: Writing a good abstract (led by me) 

As last time, these short ‘top tips’ sessions with then be followed by independent writing 
sessions, where students will again have the support of a teacher from every EE subject 
should they require it.  

This promises to be another worthwhile session, and I look forward to hearing student 
feedback and, ultimately, seeing great Extended Essay results in May 2014. 
 

ENTRIES FOR FINAL EXAMS (H4) 
On Monday 4th November, students will be issued with a summary of their final examination 
entries for May 2014.  Students have already checked the entries themselves but I would be 
grateful if parents could also check with them.  A letter will explain the finer details but, 
basically, I need parents to check the names that students want to appear on their certificates, 
and that all subjects and levels are correct.  Please involve the students in the checking and 
make sure that they have returned their forms by 8am on Thursday 7th November. Many 
thanks! 
 

Mr. Darren Latchford, IB Co-ordinator 
 

From the Assistant Head (Key Stage 3)  

When leaving school on Wednesday evening the rain was just beginning to blow in off the 
mountain. I walked out of Phase 1 to witness this fantastic view as Phase 2 was crowned by 
the most amazing rainbow. I quickly asked a High School student Ken to capture the moment 
on his Camera. 

 

Having the campus in Yangmingshan is such a joy. Yes we get rain some of the time but also 
we have some of the most incredible weather with stunning views across Taipei with eagles 
flying past in the clean mountain air. 
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It is rather like school life for our students. Some days can feel quite dark and gloomy with the 
pressures of the academic studies however these days should not cloud all the positives of 
this incredible school. It is such a bright and vibrant place to be with all the activities, school 
spirit and positive staff members and students. I urge students to focus on the positives and if 
at times things feel a little hard and work is building up think of the quote below. 

“You can't enjoy a rainbow without first enduring clouds and rain.”  

Following on from this I would like to thank Mr Imbleau, Ms Thompson, Mr Greenwood, Mr 
Hardy and Miss Crofts for their time and efforts on the Year 7 Camp Taiwan trip. I had the 
pleasure of visiting them on Tuesday and the students were having a great time. Trips such 
as these are only successful if the staff are fully invested and enthusiastic. The five TES staff 
members were tireless in their support, encouragement and involvement and as a result the 
trip was a huge success. More details of the camp are given below by Mr Imbleau. 
 
As I write this I am surrounded by hundreds of witches, zombies and many other very spooky 
costumes as it is the annual TES Secondary dress-up day. It is another example of the spirit 
we have here at TES with staff and students taking advantage of the opportunity to dress up 
and enjoy a fun day together. Mr Cornes and the Student Council have done a great job of 
advertising the day and decorating the school so congratulations to all involved.  

James Woodall 
Assistant Head Key Stage 3      
 

Year 7 Camp Taiwan: Raymond Imbleau 

The Year 7s had a wonderful time up in the mountains near Wanli at Camp Taiwan. Many 
students have been there in the past but it is always such a fun and healthy experience that it 
never feels old. Students continued with some of the tried and tested activities such as river 
tracing and wall climbing but also experienced some new and exciting activities such as 
boogie boarding and the giant swing. On that particular Monday, October 21st, the gnarly 
waves were rolling in from the Pacific producing some which really made the day at the beach 
a memorable time. Students continued to push themselves throughout the day and most 
climbed on board the Giant Swing and let their fear of heights give way to the excitement of 
‘flying’ in the sky strapped safely to a seated harness.  

In the evenings after eating delicious hot dinners, we sang ‘repeat after me songs’ around the 
campfire while roasting marshmallows and making Smoars. We also played strategic tag 
games were students were asked to think tactically and team up with peers in order to 
accomplish their goals. The weather was also very cooperative for the 3 days which made the 
whole trip even that much better. I would really like to say that you to all Year 7 students and 
teachers who made camp Taiwan a truly unforgettable experience.  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raymond Imbleau 

Head of Year 7 
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Respect in the TES cafeterias 

Respect is a core value that we aspire toward at TES. One way we can show respect and 
appreciation for our school environment and the support staff who help to make our teaching 
and learning community more effective, is to utilise and maintain our cafeteria responsibly 
during break and lunchtimes. My Year 7 EAL students have been learning about procedure 
and had a lot of fun discussing, writing and outlining some steps for KS3 (and even high 
school) students to follow which would effectively demonstrate respect in our school. They 
worked very hard and produced this wonderful piece of work as a service announcement to 
the school. 
 

How to use the cafeteria effectively at TES 

Written and produced by: Peter Hall, Sylvain Pichot and Aisha Martin  

Here are 4 simple steps you can follow to show respect in the cafeteria: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 1: Take a tray and line up quietly. Use your lunch card to scan so you can get school lunch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Sit down at the table and eat your lunch quietly do not start food fight. 

  
Step 3: When you have finished your lunch pick up your tray and push in your chair. 
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Step 4: Put away your tray and throw the leftover food in the food bin and the rubbish in the 

rubbish bin. 

Let’s continue to see our TES Values in Action each day at school! 

Timothy Sing Key, Head of Year 8 & 9             
 

From Roots and Shoots 
Eco Schools update 
Action committee (Aktionsgruppe): 
The Roots and Shoots Action Committee will be promoting healthy eating which links in with 
our  vegetarian lunches. Furthermore the committee have been thinking about activities which 
will be held during the Christmas Bazaar on our stall there. This group will also be helping to 
sell and  the new TES eco friendly water bottles shown in the last newsletter, and promoting 
green issues by putting up flyers like the one pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You might be a little bit confused right now, so let me explain this in more details. 

On Monday 18th of November, each form class will be given a plant, and one single goal: 
make it survive as long as possible. Each form class will thus be responsible for the survival 
of its plant, by learning how to best deal with it, and by the involvement of every student. One 
single plant will be given per class, so handle it carefully! 

There are no particular rules other than the famous one: no cheating! If the shoot is broken, 
do not buy a new plant: we will know 

The contest will end on April 22nd – Earth Day. At that time, the Roots and Shoots team will 
be looking at the results from each form class, and will give their verdict as to who cared for 
their plant the best. 

The prizes -other than the Roots and Shoots team’s compliments, congratulations and 
respect- have not yet been determined, but they will definitely be worthy of interest!  

May the Greenest win!   

  

Die „Roots and Shoots“ Aktions-Gruppe  
fördert  gesundes Essen, was mit „Roots 
and Shoots“ vegetarischem Mittagessen 
verbunden ist. Weiterhin haben die 
Aktions-Gruppen sich mit Ideen für 
Aktivitäten für den Weihnachtsbazar 
beschäftigt, die der Umwelt helfen könnte. 
Als Letztes wird die Aktions-Gruppe bei 
dem Verkauf von umweltfreundlichen 
Wasserflaschen helfen. 

Finally, the Action Committee has come up 
with a challenge that every student in the 
school is going to face: a Plant Contest. 
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Eco code committee (Öko-(umweltfreundliche)Gruppe): 
The Roots and Shoots Eco-code Committee have been working on new policies for Taipei 
European school in maintaining a green environment for the staff and students. These new 
policies will be displayed on posters around the school for staff and students to see. Also, 
they have been producing fun facts sheets helping students and teachers to understand and 
become familiar with eco issues. Lastly, the committee is hoping to promote the idea of a 
house bin system, which separates recycled materials from non-recycled materials. This way, 
houses with the most sorted trash in their bins will gain points. 

Die „Roots and Shoots“ Öko-Gruppe hat in den letzten paar Wochen an neuen Strategien und 
Regeln für die Taipei Europäische Schule gearbeitet, um ein möglichst umweltfreundliches 
Umfeld  für Lehrer und Schüler zu bewahren. Diese neuen Regeln werden auf Plakaten in der 
Schule zu sehen sein. Außerdem werden interessante Fakten über „Roots and Shoots“ und 
die Umwelt  kreiert, so dass Lehrer und Schüler sich mehr mit dem Thema  und Problemen 
vertraut machen können.  Als letztes hofft die Öko-Gruppe ein Müllsystem für die 
Hausgruppen einzuführen, indem wiederverwendbare Materialien mit nicht verwendbaren 
Sachen separiert werden. Auf dieser Weise können für die am Besten separierten Mülleimer 
Hauspunkte gewonnen werden.   

The Media Team, (Bor-Ren Hui, Shannon Jung, Gabriel Baudard, Antoine Faure) 
 

Vegetarian lunches 
Last week saw another ‘Veggie Lunch’; vegetarian spring rolls and French ratatouille, which 
as always was popular with all students and staff. Thanks to the group of mums who prepared 
the food including Mrs Blanc, Mrs Klemm, Mrs Lin, Mrs Onaz and as always Mrs Hui. If you 
want any of the recipes, please email christopher.sparks@tes.tp.edu.tw . 

In the garden 
The garden team have or course been weeding, watering and nurturing, but for the past two 
weeks they have also been printing our bags for the Christmas Bazaar stall. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Roots and Shoots Team         
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From the Head of Sport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Chow is currently at a PE conference in Bangkok. There has been a huge amount of sport 
over the past weeks with the final tournament of the season taking place in Taichung this 
weekend. Mr Duxfield and Mr Lee have worked 3 weekends in a row so should be 
commended for their commitment to the Sports programme. A full review of season one will 
follow in the next newsletter when all results and achievements are combined. 
 
Sport is certainly on the rise here at TES and we would like to wish all season 2 teams the 
very best of luck. Season 2 training started this week with so many enthusiastic students 
attending.   

 

New FOBISIA Logo 
 

 
 

As stated a few weeks ago FOBISSEA is now known as FOBISIA. Above is the new logo for 
the organization. This will be used for all FOBISIA events in the future. 

Titans Water Bottles 

 

Only 100nt 

 

 
 

Stay hydrated and promote 

the Taipei European School 

Titans!! 

 

Available in the Phase 1 

Office and the PE 

department office 
 

  


