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From the Head of British Secondary and High School Section 
Green School. 
It was my great pleasure to attend a presentation by our ‘Eco committee’ as they set about 
getting the Eco-Schools Bronze award. The Eco committee met to discuss the work they have 
achieved this term and agreed that they have met the criteria needed for the Bronze award. 
The certificate for the award is at the end of this newsletter. The Bronze award criteria 
focuses on getting the Eco-Schools structure set up so we have everything in place to tackle 
the eco work the committee have planned. I was extremely impressed by how articulate, 
passionate and well planned the students on the committee were during their presentation. 
The students explained how they had conducted an environmental review, wrote an action 
plan and will share their plans with the wider school community. I congratulate the group on 
the excellent work they have done this far and wish them all the best for the future.  
Mr Yuan Lee 
It was our great pleasure to have Mr. Yuan Li (also known as Xiao Ye小野) visit our school 
last week. Mr Lee is a well known Chinese author who has had more than 100 books 
published in various genres and has won numerous prominent international awards such as 
the British National Writers Award. Mr Lee has also had his books made into films with one 
winning the best screenplay at the Asia Pacific Film festival. He spoke to our Pathway 1 and 
Pathway 2 CLC students as part of Bookweek celebrations. It was great to see so many 
parents join students for the lively and entertaining talk. 
Values Day 
Values day was a great celebration of all that is so magnificent about our school. Thank you 
to the many students and staff who worked so diligently to make sure the day was a 
resounding success. However, the biggest thank you must go Mr Woodall and Ms Papps for 
their wonderful leadership in coordinating the day. The theme for the day was ‘Value your 
Voice’. This is the first year that all students in the ESC have been allowed to vote in Student 
Council elections. I am pleased to announce that Vernon Lin was elected President of the 
Student Council for 2013. Vernon was announced as winner by Christine Shih in her last 
official duty as outgoing President. Christine and her fellow H4 students on the Student 
Council have performed magnificently this year and I thank them for all they have done for the 
student body. 
Seasons Greeting. 
I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. I hope all in the TES community have a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Warm regards, 
Stuart Glascott 
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From the Deputy Head  
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to the bumper issue of our final Newsletter of the Year. This week’s edition is even 
more packed than usual featuring yet more end of term festive highlights. Our year was 
brought to a dynamic and thought provoking end by our Values Day and Glee extravaganza in 
the penultimate and final week respectively. It is at these times when the whole school comes 
together that we are reminded of what a great place TES is to work, live and learn. Both Glee 
and Values Day seemed to encapsulate what it is we are about as a school: respect, 
creativity, responsibility, participation and perseverance and our students and teaching 
colleagues have these qualities in abundance!   
 
Looking to year ahead: we return to school on 7th January and our mock exams commence 
the very next day. Whilst we wish our H2s and H4 a very happy Christmas we also 
understand that a significant proportion of their holiday will be spent revising for these very 
important assessments. They will have had very specific guidance about revision techniques 
and subject content to review, so please support your child with this during this busy holiday. 
Refer to our article in this newsletter with valuable revision tips for these students. Our H3 
students meanwhile were presented with their IGCSE certificates this week in a celebration 
assembly featuring (non-alcoholic!) sparkling wine and congratulatory speeches and 
photographs to commemorate this important milestone in their academic career thus far. 
A special thank you from me to the staff and students who have made me feel very welcome 
within the TES BSHS in my first term. I already feel like I am part of the TES family. A very 
Merry Christmas to you all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IGCSE Result 
celebration with H3 
students 
 

 

Chemistry lesson on Halloween. 
 

On the 31st of October 2012, students 
came into school in a variety of costumes 
but the fun did not stop there for the IB 
Chemistry students. Donning their 
costumes, they entered the chemistry 
laboratory unaware of the agenda their 
teacher, Mr. David Wong had installed for 
them. His innovative plan was for them to 
conduct a series of experiments with 

chemicals, which fitted into the theme of Halloween.  
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After watching captivating videos of the experiments being conducted by other people, the 
students were inspired to carry out the experiment themselves. There were three experiments 
in total and all were equally exciting to conduct. The trilogy of experiments included using 
tonic water (a common drink that can be purchased at supermarkets) and shining ultraviolet 
light on it to make it glow in the dark. However, some students were creative enough to ‘write’ 
words with the tonic water, using their fingers or a disposable pipette as a pen. Others 
decided to use the ink of their highlighters to mix with the tonic water to get a myriad of 
glowing colors.  

The second experiment conducted was called the Halloween chemical clock reaction. It 
involved iodate(V), hydrogensulfate(IV), mercury (II), and starch. In this chemical clock 
reaction, the chemicals react with one another to produce a series of distinct color changes. 
For our clock reaction, the color changed from colorless to orange and finally to black. 

The last experiment conducted was trying to make a giant 
bubble using dry ice. 

This was done by pouring water into a large container and 
adding dry ice into the container. The solid dry ice sublimed 
into gaseous carbon dioxide when placed in water, which 
produced a misty effect; however, more was still to be done. 
The students dipped their fingers into soapy water and used 
it to line the top of the containers. Next, they used a damp 
rag and pulled it slowly across so as to create a film of soap 
(so that the carbon dioxide can be trapped). After many 

attempts, some students managed to form the film and within seconds, a giant carbon dioxide 
bubble was formed. Of course, as with all bubbles, it popped to release the carbon dioxide. 

On a whole, the students enjoyed the experiments greatly and are looking forward to more 
chemical fun! 

Jorge Lee H3 
 

Christmas Chemistry 

 

The setting up of Christmas trees is a common tradition for 
several families around the world. However, at TES, the IB 
chemistry students take this a step further by making a chemis-
tree.  

Students took part in the activity by using the Molymod building 
bricks to make a molecule of their choice. There were a variety 
of molecules made which range from olympicene (C12H19) to 
even a non-existent molecule with the chemical formula of 
C20H20. However, regardless of the shape or size of the 
molecules, all were creative and the students were smiling 
throughout the lesson they spent making the molecules. The 
molecules were then hung on the chemis-tree to remind the 
students of their accomplishment. 

Students also made their own borax snowflakes by using pipe cleaners into shapes of their 
choice and submerging them into borax solution. Some students’ creative abilities even led 
them to make other shapes such as reindeers. 

The entire program received positive response from the chemistry students and their work 
hangs on the shining chemis-tree to this day.  
 
Jorge Lee H3 
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News from the Mathematics Department 
 

As reported in the last newsletter, on November 30th, 6 of our top Mathematicians took part in 
the British Mathematical Olympiad. Willie, Nicholas, Nina, Jensen, Milton and up and coming 
Alex Lee strained their brains for 3½ hours developing mathematical proofs on the spot, 
investigating geometry problems and solving complicated equations.    
 

 

 

 

 G 5. A triangle has sides of length at most 2, 3 and 4 respectively. Determine, with proof, the 

maximum possible area of the triangle. 

oodTr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try an Olympiad problem yourself… 
A triangle has sides of length at most 2, 3 and 4 respectively. Determine, with proof, the 
maximum possible area of the triangle. 

All the questions and video solutions can be found at http://www.bmoc.maths.org 
 
 
Did you know the formula for the surface 
area of a sphere is 4 π r

2 
?  

 

Windsor Chao in H1 has demonstrated this by  
showing that the peel from one orange  
exactly covers 4 circles with the same 
radius as the original orange.  
 
  
 
 
 

It’s crunch time for H2 & H4 historians 

Last-minute 'cramming' for exams is the worst of all worlds - it is very stressful, is unlikely to 
lead to good marks and you won't be able to remember much of it within a few days of leaving 
the exam room. It makes much more sense to start exam revision in plenty of time - all it takes 
is a little planning and self-discipline 

Useful podcasts and revision sites 
http://www.historypodcast.net/ 
http://www.mrallsophistory.com/revision/  
www.historylearningsite.co.uk 
www.johndclare.net 

 

 

http://www.bmoc.maths.org/
http://www.historypodcast.net/
http://www.mrallsophistory.com/revision/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.johndclare.net/
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REVISION TIPS FOR H2 & H4 STUDENTS 
 
T h re e  T o u gh  T ru t h s  

1. YOU'VE got to do it.   
It's YOU that's got to do it, and it involves decision, and will 
power.   

   
2. Revision takes time.   
There is no 'instant' version which will cut corners.   Sleeping with 
your book under the pillow doesn't do it.   Stop playing at other 
things, and start working at your revision.   

        

 

3. Fix the information 
Revising is remembering.   It's not 'revising' unless you're fixing it 
into your brain.   If you spend five hours working in your room, but 
you still can't remember it in the exam, you've spent 5 hours 
working, but you've not done any revision.   

   
Never just read your notes.   You must always be DOING something 
with them to FIX the information in your brain (and probably the easiest 
way to do this is to write it down).  

 

Make use of your learning style when you revise 

Tips for Visual Learners 

 Rewrite your notes as mind-maps 
 Use colour to highlight important things 
 Draw diagrams and sketches to help you remember points. 

Tips for Auditory Learners 

 Read your notes aloud 
 Record yourself on cassette reading key points of your notes aloud, then listen to the 

tape afterwards 
 Revise with other students if you can 
 Sing the main points. Linking them with a tune may help you remember them. 

Tips for learners who are readers and writers 

 Copy out your notes. 
 Read your notes silently. 
 Rewrite the key points using different words. 
 Write down key points from memory. 

Tips for Active Learners 

 Move around the room 
 Revise while you do moves or other physical activity 
 Mentally review what you’ve been revising while you’re swimming or jogging. 

Active revision              

http://www.johndclare.net/how_to_revise.htm#Notes on notes
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It’s not enough just to re-read notes, make your revision active! Here’s how: 

Paper              

Have plenty of paper and a pen handy. 

Memorise             

Study a section of your notes, and memorise the essential points. 

Write              

Put your notes out of sight, and write down from memory the essential things you learned 

Check            
 Check with your notes. 

Learn 

Note any points you omitted or got wrong, and learn them. 

Flash Cards 

1. Reduce notes to essential points, either by highlighting or underlining. 
2. Use these points to make memory aids on index cards or similar-sized pieces of paper. 
3. Use a separate card for each topic. 
4. Write down important points to remember about each topic. 
5. Carry these cards with you wherever you go. Review them in your spare moments. 

Old exam papers 

Look through old exam papers 

Make outline plans for the answer 

Note carefully the slight differences in how questions are asked from year to year. 

Here is an example of mind map notes. As you can see it is a very effective method of 
presenting a large amount of information in a relatively small space and with considerable 
clarity. 
 
Congratulations to students in H2 who have already been busy preparing for their mocks by 
producing flash card notes, revision guides and even their own websites. However now is the 
time for them to actually do something with their revision tool!  
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News from the Geography Department 

Year 8 Geography Field Trip to the Monkey Trail 

This Monday and Wednesday, two Year 8 classes ventured out on their first Geographical 
expedition of the year. Braving an early morning drizzle which turned into unseasonably warm 
day on Monday, our first intrepid explorers set forth for the Monkey Trail. The purpose of the 
visit was for our Geographers to explore some of the ideas and concepts studied in their 
Ecosystems unit that has run through the first term. 

The students were given identification slates to help them hunt down and identify some of the 
key indicator species of the Yangmingshan mountain forest ecosystem. There was some 
early excitement when some students thought they had discovered an Anaconda a long way 
from its more typical Amazonian habitat, but the large predator instead turned out to be a 
scaly looking fallen tree trunk. Shortly after however some students came across an 
enormous earthworm slowly trying to cross the trail which was “airlifted” to safety onto the soil 
at the side of the stony path. Whilst plenty of species of plants and animals (mainly 
caterpillars) were discovered, alas the Monkey Trail failed to live up to its name and our party 
left without setting eyes on any Formosan Rock Macaque’s. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE SEN DEPARTMENT 

Well, the first term is nearly over and what a great term it has been!  

The SEN Department has largely been a new team this year and has relied on others to help 
us to settle into the school. A big thank you to all the staff at both the Primary and Secondary 
Schools: all the help and support has made both our job and settling in so much easier. 

Further thanks must go to the pupils who access our service. Their hard work and dedication 
are really what makes our job worthwhile and we have seen significant progress in several 
subject areas, particularly Science. Well done to all! Our gratitude also extends to all our 
parents whose support for the department and what we do is invaluable. 

Thanks also to other students who have visited us in the department throughout this term. 
There have been quite a few things going on: from card and board games to Chinese lessons 
for the teachers! All students have demonstrated a great commitment to the department and 
to our School Values such as Participation and Creativity. 

 A special mention also, to Miss Georgia Stokes who has been working with us in the 
department as a volunteer. Thanks for all your hard work Georgia, you will be missed! 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

Grace Kennedy 
SEN Co ordinator 
 
 

Sweeney Todd 
 
Sweeney Todd the school edition has 
already started rehearsals this term but as 
always, time is the biggest factor 
determining the outcome. In Term 2, we are 
looking forward to the performance of this 
Sondheim classic and to hearing how the 
students have got on with Sondheim's 
sometimes tricky tempos and rhythms. One 
thing is for sure though, the story of the 
demon barber of Fleet Street never fails to 
disappoint in terms of its dark humour and 
tension. Johnny Depp and Helena Bonham 
Carter did much to bring the musical to the 
attention of movie audiences worldwide and 
the recent hit London show was lauded as 
perhaps one of the most compelling productions that has graced the West End stage or even 
Broadway, for a long time. TES is of course not in competition with any of these and indeed, 
for a show that relies on an adroit handling of the marvellous libretto, the challenges speak for 
themselves for our young cast. We wish them luck on their quest to master this timeless piece 
and are confident that they will do their best with the short time they have remembering to 
spare them all a thought as they diligently work their way through most of their weekends in 
January, February and March next year. 
 
The commencement of ticket sales will of course be announced in a future newsletter but in 
advance of that, we sincerely hope you will all be able to come and see the show. Your 
continuing support is very precious to us and we look forward to seeing many of you on the 
opening night. 
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Show dates are : 20th, 21st and 22nd March 2013 at 7pm in the phase 2 atrium ( ESC 
campus. ) I am sure you will join with me in wishing the large cast and crew of students and 
staff the very best of luck ! 
 
“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest 
of counsellors, and the most patient of teachers.” ― Charles William Eliot 
 
This article comes after the end of TES’ extremely successful annual Book Week. There were 
many opportunities for the students to experience the joys of reading and the excitement of 
discovering a book and beginning that journey into another world. 

At the start and end of every day students and teachers alike began reading for the first ten 
minutes of period one and the last ten minutes of period eight. This was heartily embraced, 
though some people said that it was quite a challenge as they didn’t want to put their book 
down and wait until the end of the day to continue! 

On Tuesday 11th the House Book Quiz took place. There were four rounds, each one dealing 
with different aspects to challenge the students taking part. The rounds consisted of general 
knowledge, anagrams, book covers and questions on books that are studied from Year 7 to 
H4. It was closely fought and though there can only be one winner, the final scores were so 
close that there was only eight points between first and last place. Here are a couple of 
examples of the questions the students faced, see whether you can answer them: Who wrote 
‘Animal Farm’ and ‘1984’ (Bonus point if you know his real name) and which famous book title 
is this anagram of THE TASTY BEGGAR. 

Finally the week concluded with Eslite Bookstores coming into school and setting up the Book 
Fair that had a wide range of texts in English, Chinese, French and German. Throughout the 
day students browsed, bought and discussed the books that were on sale from classics in 
literature to popular fiction. This book fair though could not have gone ahead without the 
efforts of our Chief Librarian Angela Chang, so we offer our sincere thanks for the work that 
Angela put in to help make the fair run smoothly. 

This year’s Book Week was exciting and educational and I am sure that it will continue to play 
a key role in the tradition at TES. Keep on reading, and remember a book is for life, not just 
for Book Week! 

“I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other 
room and read a book.”― Groucho Marx 

 
On Wednesday 12th, we held the 4th Annual Inter-House Spelling Bee in the Phase One 
Library. A variety of pupils from each of the school’s four houses battled it out in an arena of 
fear, tension and increasingly difficult-to-spell words. This year’s categories including the most 
commonly misspelled words, words of Greek and Latin origin, words of French and German 
origin and words of Spanish and Italian origin. All the houses performed excellently, with really 
good participation from across the Key Stages and High School. Again, it was a close result, 
with Sirocco and Marin arriving in joint third place, Mistral making second and the overall 
winners (by one word) Bora!  

 
Celebrating Book Week with Visiting 
Chinese Author  
 
It’s very exceptional event for students learning 
Chinese as a first and a second language to 
celebrate the annual Book Week with a 

prestigious Chinese writer, Xiao Ye (小野 ) on 

December 4.  Students and parents attending his 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4398096.Charles_William_Eliot
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/43244.Groucho_Marx
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speech all appreciated his humor and wits while enjoying his life experiences.  Students all 
keenly read his books beforehand and following is some reflections from students and parents 
after his speech, 
 
Reflections from Parents and Students 
 
當我還是一個學生的時候，就常在報紙、書刊中看到小野的作品，他的溫馨、熱情寫作風格，

在我們當時還有升學考試壓力的年代裡，常帶給我們一陣陣的溫暖。所以這次得知學校安排了

小野的演講，我心中也不禁雀躍了起來。 

小野用幽默、輕鬆的方式從他小時候和父親的

關係敘述起，直到他求學、到海外讀書甚至到

他與他小孩的另一種親子關係，讓我們了解他

的寫作背景及思維。聽到學生們一陣陣、沒有

間斷的笑聲及踴躍的發言，我想你們也和我當

年一樣，感受到他的風采及魅力了。 

小野能在平凡的年代裡，在平靜的生活中,用

豐富的想像力，創造了自己豐富的人生。他認

為創作是重要的，他告訴我們不要因為挫折、

失敗、或是選擇錯方向而氣餒，畢竟人生不是

只有很多很多的成功組合而成，而是由很多很

多的成功加失敗組合而成。 

Carol Huang, H4 Parent of Julia Chang 

 

 在一個晴朗地星期二下午，我們學校很榮幸地邀請到了知名作家小野來我們學校演講，小野跟

我們分享了他的人生經歷以及他爸爸對他的教育方式。從他的演講中，我瞭解到了他如何將豐

富的人生經驗轉換成一本本暢銷地好書，造福讀者。幽默和風趣是小野給人的第一印象，他以

生動詼諧地語氣娓娓道來他演講的內容。小野不僅是一位大名鼎鼎的作家，也是一位平易近人

的師長。演講結束後，小野回答了一些學生們的問題也一併把沒回答完的問題帶回家慢慢研究。

同學們也很熱烈地請小野老師幫他們簽名留念，真是一個收獲豐富地下午，也期待明年再請小

野老師蒞臨我們學校演講。 

Y9 Meimi Lin 林欣穎) 

 

前幾天,大名鼎鼎的作家,小野,來到了我

們歐洲學校演講給大家聽. 一開始,我以

為他和其他作家一樣, 只會鼓勵我們努

力讀書,但他的故事卻告訴了我們人生

就是要像自己的夢想前進,就像他當年, 

從外回來, 只為了他說故事的夢想回來 

當作家. 他父親很反對他當作家, 

 不過他相信寫故事才是對他來說最有 

意 義 的 事 情。(By Y9 Ally Hsia) 
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繼上次黃春明的讀書會得到熱烈回響後, 學校再次邀請了另一位著名的作家小野來為學生演講. 

同學都為此雀躍不已,在小野來到以前就以將他許多作品閱覽的一清二楚, 更都寫好了小野作品

的讀書心得.圖書館也特別為此舉辦了小野作品有獎徵答的比賽, 可見學校對此次演講是多麼重

視了.  

在小野本人親臨現場時,一陣歡呼聲馬上響起,大家熱情的掌聲更是淹沒了 MPR. 在興奮不已的心

情下, 大家引頸期盼的座談會終於到來. 在校長大略的介紹後, 我門看到了小野和氣的微笑著,接

著就是好戲上場了！小野以生動,有趣的風格敘述著他父親,他, 以及兒子三代的生活趣事和人生

經歷. 過程中笑聲此起彼落,同學和小野也都有許多互動與交流,為這場座談會更增添了不少生氣. 

我很感謝學校給了我門這個機會接觸作家本人,讓學生讀的書不再只是透過文字, 更是透過作者

本人親口來傳達他寫書背後的故事和意義,使得看書更具意義 

(By H2 Melody Chao) 

 

Chinese Spelling Bee to Enhance Chinese Literacy 

 

Students of learning Chinese as a Foreign Language all had a 

great time during the Chinese Spelling Bee on December 14 by 

playing with the challenging Chinese characters.  Students were 

very keen and excited while working together and trying to win 

extra House points with their peers as well as their supporting 

House teachers.   

 

Flora Sung 

Head of Chinese Language and Culture, ESC 
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THIMUN Singapore - A MUNderful experience. 
 

 
The history of Model United Nations dates back to the 1920s. Today with its increasing 
popularity, there are an approximated 400 MUN conferences held worldwide. MUN 
conferences attract an ever-growing number of participants for more reasons than one. The 
8th annual THIMUN Singapore conference was held in the Hwa Chong Institute of Singapore 
and consisted of over 1200 accomplished delegates from all over the world, 17 of which 
arrived from Taipei European School.  
 
The conference was spread out over the following four days and we had to cooperate with 
other delegates within our committee to produce the best possible resolution in order to 
sustain a fruitful debate on our issue. Our students were allocated the delegations El 
Salvador, Vanuatu and an NGO: Human Rights Watch. We immersed ourselves within the 
world-pressing issues that we were set and issues ranged from Combating piracy of the high 
seas in the waters of Eastern Africa and Southern Asia set by the Disarmament committee to 
Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism set by the 
Social, Humanitarian and cultural committee to Measures to improve the human rights 
situation in DPR Korea set by the Human Rights Committee.  
 
On the first day of the conference, our 17 delegates took the initiative to merge their 
resolutions with others. We hunted and delved through the numerous delegates within our 
individual committees to locate others who held comparable views on the issue. Merging the 
strengths of our individual resolutions, a masterpiece was developed and referred over to the 
approval panel where it was either approved or declined for the debate session. We all knew 
that experienced delegates with a different stance on the issue at hand would stop at nothing 
to tear our resolution apart by revealing the minutest flaws, thus we tried our best to anticipate 
the attacks.  
 
Resolutions were debated over the next three days and our delegates represented their 
countries/NGOs admirably. The debate starts with the main submitter (sponsor) of a 
resolution presenting the resolution by reading off the operative clauses. The chair will then 
open the floor to any delegate wishing to speak regarding the resolution at hand. Speeches 
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are thenceforth made throughout the debate to explain and prove a resolution’s success or 
failure, points of information (questions) are directed at the speech maker and creative 
answers are directed back at the delegations. The students of Taipei European School 
engaged themselves in a number of constructive debates. 
 
Expectedly, sweaty palms and queasy stomachs were the general symptoms of all of us 
revealed at the commencement of the conference. However, as we familiarized ourselves 
with the atmosphere, the strong voices of the students of TES permeated the many 
auditoriums of Hwa Chong Institution. One would be inspired to witness so many young minds 
at work solving world-pressing issues as the quality of the debates was par excellence. 
Unable to detach ourselves from the love we hold for MUN, the 17 of us gradually return to 
our old student lives, each person having grown a little and each suffering from what 
delegates know as PTSD (Post THIMUN Singapore Disorder). 
Kararishma Mahtani  H3  
 

Warm wishes to our EAL students and their families 
Rising to the challenge 
It seems hard to believe that it was only a few months ago that we welcomed many new EAL 
students to our TES Secondary Campus. Since those first hesitant days, our students have 
impressed us with the way they have so wholeheartedly participated in all the learning 
activities that TES offers, both in and outside of the classroom. For many students, it was the 
first time they had been in an English speaking environment for most of every day. Undaunted 
by this challenge, they were quick to make friends and to sign up for sports, music and other 
ECAs. In the classroom too, they have shown considerable personal responsibility, adjusting 
to learning most of their subjects in English as well as to learning in very different ways. They 
have become risk takers and problem solvers, all while refining their English language skills. 

Home support  
None of this would have been possible without the ongoing support of parents and family at 
home. Our parents’ enthusiasm was very obvious from early in the term when we had a 
wonderful response to our EAL parent workshop. There were many questions and much 
discussion as to how to best help children with their English language learning and to do well 
in other academic subjects. 

         
Personal recommendations 
Who better to give advice than those who have’ travelled the same path’? Several of our IB 
students shared their experiences as newly arrived students, relating the different strategies 
they had found useful to help them expand their English and to cope with all the demands of 
being a student at TES. Joining ECAs, viewing English films, adding new friendship groups, 
even listening to their teachers’ advice; a common thread was using English in as many 
different ways and as often as possible. 

 
‘Read and read some more’. 
One of the concepts stressed at our workshop by both teachers and senior students, was a 
belief in the power of personal extended reading. Throughout the term, we have encouraged 
our EAL students to ‘grow on books’. Students find stories they enjoy and can understand 
easily. They then read, as much and as often as they can. Simple, effective and fun!  
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Farewells 
We look forward to watching our EAL students continue to flourish over the next two terms. 
We are sad to say goodbye to Yuki Akizuki and to the Ahn sisters, Hyoeun and Sungeun. We 
send our good wishes with them as they move with their families to new locations. Remember 
to keep reading and to keep in touch! 
On behalf of all the EAL teachers, I would like to wish all our students and their families a safe 
and happy holiday. Perhaps Christmas morning will bring a new book to share! 
Ms Bronwyn Thompson, HOD EAL  
 

From The Music Department 
 

BCTO Choir Event 
On Tuesday the 4th of December, the TES Senior 
Choir, Formosa Voices, was invited to perform at the 
British Trade representative’s house. It was a 
marvelous event with delicious food and great 
entertainment. The Formosa voices had only a few 
months to fully prepare for this event. Some people 
had to learn these Christmas carols from scratch, 
because they did not traditionally sing these songs. 
Thanks to Ms. McNeill, our choral director, and 

persevering students that came to 
every rehearsal, the performance 
was quite wonderful. The singing 
itself took place from 7:00 to about 
8:00 PM and the guests seemed to enjoy it very much. They were all 
welcomed to sing along with some of the better-known Christmas carols, 
and many did so with great pleasure. It was great event and I hope that 
many people enjoyed the entertainment, and the figgy pudding.  
Roger Loh H3 
 

Peripatetic Programme – Second Semester 
The second semester of the Peripatetic Programme will start after Chinese New Year in Term 
2. Students currently enrolled in the first semester of lessons who have indicated they wish to 
continue for a second semester will be issued with payment and lesson details in the first 
week of Term 2. If your child does not currently take lessons and is interested in learning an 
instrument (guitar, violin, cello, piano, flute, clarinet) or voice, please have them see me 
directly for more information. 
 
Second Semester Schedule – 10 Lessons 
 

 

 No Lesson * * Holiday  Make Up Lesson  

  

Chris Papps 
HOD Music  

Lesson  1 2 3 4 Make 
Up 

Easter 
Break  

5 6 7 8 9 10 Make 
Up 

Make 
Up 

Make 
Up 

Month February March April May June 

Mon 18 25 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 

Tues 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 

Weds 20 27 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 

Thurs 21 28 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 

Fri 22 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 
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From the Assistant Head (High School) 
Values Day, 2012 
On Thursday 7th December staff and students at the ESC took part in Values Day. Our theme 
was ‘Value Your Voice’. Students participated in a wide range of activities where they 
explored how we all can be a positive influence in the world and make a difference. We heard 
from a guest speaker – Dr Pan, who spoke to us about his experiences as a politician in 
Taiwan. His personal anecdotes made for a very entertaining talk!  A highlight of the day was 
the Student Council Presidential election. Congratulations to Vernon Lin, H3 for being elected 
to the top spot. Well done to Rachel Chen, H3 and Victoria Yeh, H3 for the work they put into 
running their, (both very slick), campaigns in the weeks leading up to the elections. The new 
Student Council will commence in January 2013. 
 

Celebrating Success! 
It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of Term 1! We took some time in this last 
week to stop and reflect on many of the fantastic things happening around our school and 
most importantly, our students’ achievements. The current H3s were presented with their 
IGCSE certificates at a “Champaign Breakfast” organized by Mr Latchford. It was lovely to see 
the students take a pause from their IB studies to be formally commended for the hard work 
they put into their IGCSEs (already a distant memory for many!). The end of Term 1 assembly 
was held on Wednesday where students were presented with various awards for both 
academic and extra-curricular achievements. The assembly ended with a ‘House Sing-Off’. 
Three rousing Christmas carols were led by the H3 IB Music students - well done Mistral for 
winning the Sing-Off! 

   
Preparing for the Mock Examinations 
Top Tip: Manage stress and anxiety! 
The mock examinations are quickly approaching. H2 and H4 students will soon have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their learning and practice for their final IGCSE and IB 
examinations. Over the next month students will spend many hours studying and preparing 
for the mocks. Many students experience stress and anxiety around exam time. There are 
some simple strategies that can help students manage their stress levels. A few jitters can be 
a good thing, but too much anxiety can cause students to underperform in examinations. The 
University of Cambridge offers students the following advice for the time leading up to their 
examinations: 

It is natural to feel nervous before an examination. The more prepared you feel, the easier it 

will be to conquer your fears. 

 Create a revision plan to help you feel in control of the process 

 Plan your work carefully around the topics you need to focus on. Being aware of gaps in your 

knowledge can create nerves, but having a plan of how you will fill these will make you feel better. 

 Find out what is involved in the exam: 
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 where and when it will take place 

 how much time is allowed 

 how many questions you need to answer 

 Think positive 

 Keep the exam in context – even if you do badly, there will be other options open to you 

 Allow yourself some fun-time each day to relax 

 Eat sensibly – your brain cells need energy to function well. Make sure you drink plenty of water 

to avoid becoming dehydrated. Dehydration makes you tired and reduces concentration 

Parents and students can find more helpful study advice from The University of Cambridge 

International Examinations at: http://www.cambridgestudents.org.uk/examtime/revisiontips/index_html#2 

Ms. Sonya Papps 
Assistant Head, High School 
 

International Award - Update 
Following on from the successful expedition in Fulong at the start of this term, International 
Award (IA) members have embarked on completing the three other components of the IA 
Award. The first section is the pursuit of a new skill; our members showing excellent creativity 
with their choices including learning to play the ukulele, horse riding and Japanese comic 
drawing to name just a few. As well as developing a new skill our IA members have been 
working towards the physical recreation section of their award which has seen our members 
participating in new sports and persevering to overcome challenges and achieve new goals 
within their field of interest. Lastly, and perhaps most valuably our members have been taking 
on new responsibilities and giving back to the community and school through the service 
section of their award. Our members have made an excellent start and I look forward to 
updating you on their progress next year. 
 
Mr. Alex Elkins  
IA Co-ordinator 
 

What’s Happening in H1 PSHCE? 
In November, H1s worked through our sequence of lessons on Sex and Relationships 
Education, and displayed impressive social maturity in the way they used the opportunities for 
asking questions and discussing the issues involved openly. The students have all positively 
influenced each other through the developments in peer and adult communication that they 
have displayed. H1 students are now preparing for the Work Experience placement that they 
will pursue during the second week of next term. Mr Bean has helped the students consider 
carefully how to implement the school values into their conduct in the new and different 
context of the work place. We look forward to hearing all the exciting stories in January about 
how our students got on during these placements and to guide them through an informative 
and revealing reflection process on the experiences they had.  

 
What’s Happening in H2 PSHCE? 
H2 students have had to apply their highest level thinking skills during their study of the 
complex and controversial issue of Human Rights. Case studies, debates and group 
discussions have helped students to reconsider their definition of the word “Right” and 
implement the insight they have gained into developing solutions to the problems and 
questions posed during our group activities. This enabled students to go into our “Values Day” 

http://www.cambridgestudents.org.uk/examtime/revisiontips/index_html#2
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activities last week with greater awareness of, and a more developed coherence of opinion 
on, the global issues examined across year groups on this day. 
 
Students now have to forego the winding down process at the end of term this year and brace 
themselves for a purposeful and productive Christmas vacation preparing for the Mock IGCSE 
Examinations in January. We wish them the best of luck and look forward to guiding them 
through the evaluation of their success and planning their next set of strategies with them 
during the final term of these courses.  
 
Mr. Gavin Winter 
Head of Year, H1 and H2 
 
IB at Christmas 
 
This has been a very long term for IB students.  The H3s are now settled into their IB studies 
and the H4s are well over half way through their final year of their IB courses.   
 
For H4, the Christmas break will really be an extended study period as they prepare for their 
mock examinations which begin on Tuesday 8th January.  This will be an examination session 
that is designed to very closely resemble what they will encounter in their final examinations in 
May so students should take advantage of this opportunity to practise.  I have spoken to the 
H4s about this a lot recently, so they should now be prepared to start.  Please reiterate what I 
have told them: that they should, as far as possible, maintain their current school day work 
schedule; that they should do the most difficult thing first (by which I mean not leaving their 
least favourite subject till the end and then finding there’s no time left!); and that they should 
build in some time for relaxation (the IB Learner Profile says that students should be 
‘balanced’ meaning that they should find time for themselves away from their studies, 
exercise and eat well).  I wish them the very best of luck with their mock examinations. 
 
H3 students should have a lot to get on with as well.  They will, of course, have been given 
homework for their six subjects, but the Christmas break is also a good time to read around 
their subjects and try and get in a few Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) hours, either as 
activities or in writing up reflections. 
 
Below is an H3 student’s take on school holidays in the IB years.  It was created by Jessica 
Hsu in H3, a member of the IB Productions team. 
 

 
 
Best wishes for a very happy Christmas! 
 
Darren Latchford 
IB Co-ordinator 
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University and Careers Update 
H1 Work Experience: Virtually all students have now registered with a placement for 
January. We look forward to a successful week with our largest ‘workforce’ ever of 81 
students. 

. 
H4 student applications for 2013 continue: There are 13 TES students applying for the UK 
through UCAS, and 29 have registered with the US Common Application. Early Decision, 
Early Action results will be known very soon whilst conditional offers for our Cambridge and 
Oxford candidates will come shortly. 
 
Careers Evening 2013: A preliminary notice concerning this biennial event. This will take 
place on 5th February, 6.30-8.30 pm and involves career specialists in their fields imparting 
their knowledge to our students informally and in workshops. Any parents who would like to 
be presenters or involved in an informal way, please contact ucc@tes.tp.edu.tw. We would 
appreciate your support. 

 

International higher education rankings: Universitas 21 has developed a new ranking of 
national education systems. It aims to highlight the importance of creating a strong 
environment for higher education institutions to contribute to economic and cultural 
development, provide a high-quality experience for students and help institutions compete for 
overseas applicants.  For more information, go to: 
www.universitas21.com/article/projects/details/152/u21-rankings-of-national-higher-education-
systems   
 
Graham Bean 
University and Careers Counsellor 
 
 

From the Assistant Head (Key Stage 3)  
 

A Successful Term 
 
It seems like a very long time since the Year 7 students walked into the ESC in August 
looking very nervous about coming to Secondary School. It must be said that they have done 
a fantastic job of adapting to life at the ESC and should be commended for this. 
 
The whole Key Stage 3 cohort has had such a positive term under the guidance of their 
HOY’s Mr Imbleau and Mr Sing Key. There is a strong team feeling across Key Stage 3 at 
present  which was very clearly demonstrated during Values Day last week. 
 
Congratulations must also be passed to all Key Stage 3 students who received their i-point 
certificates in the end of year assembly on Wednesday afternoon. A record number of 
certificates were awarded. A special mention must go to Wilma Lilljequist who was the only 
student to achieve a Platinum award after passing the 120 i-point total for the term. 
  

Values Day 
 
On Wednesday 6th of December, 2012, Taipei European School held its first annual Values 
Day. This day revolves around the school’s five secondary values; Participation, 
Perseverance, Responsibility, Respect and Creativity. In past years, this day was called the 
International Day of Tolerance. However, due to the new secondary values approximately 18 
months ago, it was time to change the focus of the day. 

mailto:ucc@tes.tp.edu.tw
http://www.universitas21.com/article/projects/details/152/u21-rankings-of-national-higher-education-systems
http://www.universitas21.com/article/projects/details/152/u21-rankings-of-national-higher-education-systems
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This year, the theme of Values Day was ‘Value your Voice’. The reason being, this is the first 
time the entire student body, consisting of High School, British Secondary, French and 
German sections was given the opportunity to vote for their next Student Council President. In 
previous years, the executive panel of the Student Council chose the Student Council 
President. However, having a student election meant democracy. 
 
We asked some students how they felt about the chance to vote in a democratic election: 
 

Vote Quotes 
 
“It is good that we are allowed to vote for our Student Council President. There would be a 
huge improvement if we voted instead of the Council only because the old system seems 
biased.” David Lin, H1 
 
“Everyone has a voice, that voice is important.” Roger Loh H1  
 
 
Throughout the day we had many different activities that the whole school participated in.  
 

1) Graffiti Wall 

 
Students were asked to design a poster that represented peace, and the end products were 
put on a graffiti wall. The range of designs showed the creativity that we all have and though 
there were many different ‘voices’ on display, we all managed to create a wall that showed 
how a collective voice felt – therefore combining all of our individual voices to create one loud, 
colourful voice that demanded to be seen and heard. 

 
 
Other groups had to draw a perfect student council president where they had to choose three 
key features, qualities and characteristics that every president should have. There were many 
differing opinions on what the key features should be and it helped make every student realise 
how important it is to discuss this rather than just voting for someone who is popular. 
 

 
 

2) Voice for Change  

  
This workshop aimed to allow students to understand the impacts of voice made by key 
individuals in history. By splitting into small groups to create their own presentation, students 
were able to discuss how a key individual embodied the school values: respect, participation, 
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perseverance, responsibility and creativity. IB students were encouraged to look at “voice” 
from a TOK perspective in order to explore issues relating to ethics, reason and emotions.  
 
The students of this workshop were asked a few questions about the importance of speaking 
up and the difference it could make: 
  
“Ever since democracy was founded, valuing your voice had been an important part. People 
think it doesn’t matter but it’s still making differences. Some people are afraid to speak up due 
to  being afraid that it might be in contrast with another group’s idea, and so many people are 
just not used to having a say and decision.” Aron Weston, H4 
 
The presentations about key individuals took place during the PSHCE lesson the following 
Wednesday. All the groups presented their findings about the key individual that they were 
given using PowerPoints, videos, posters etc. All of the presentations were quite interesting, 
and it fully showed the students’ understandings toward how important valuing your voice is. 
Of course, the idea of presenting in front of their peers also relate to the school values. 
 
“By presenting in front of a group of people, it forces participation, it makes students take 
responsibility, and ideally the students should be modelling all of the school values in the 
presentation.” 
- Ms. Garnett 
 

3) Sounding Off: Speaker’s Corner 

 
Students from across the school were filmed and asked to answer questions regarding the 
issues of the day. We had a chance to voice our opinion on a number of topics, and at the 
end of the day the whole school was able to watch students ‘sounding off’. Some responses 
were serious, some were funny, but all of them had a point. It helped us realise that we have 
a voice and sometimes it needs to be listened to so it can actually be heard. 
 

4) Visit to Derdia  

 
In the Derdian community, everybody is friends. They never say no, they greet people by 
putting a respectful hand on the other’s shoulder and speak sincerely, but watch out, they 
have very strict social rules and if you break them expect a scream, and if you offend them 
repeatedly, they  will imprison you. The law is applied to all, including foreigners. Today 10 of 
the Group 1 high school students became honorary Derdians and as such, they had to act like 
Derdians, think like Derdians and generally be Derdians all over. They achieved this 
fantastically but as soon as the engineers came along to build a bridge for them, that’s when 
the trouble started... 
 

5) Democracy Dissection  

 
This workshop allowed students to think about the ways of democratic and anti-democratic 
countries and realise their part in maintaining democracy in the future. The students 
considered the following: 

● Is it right to ban an anti-democratic party to protect democracy even though doing so is 

being anti-democratic? 

● Should democratic countries enforce democracy in anti-democratic countries? 

● How well is democracy practiced in democratic countries? 

● How can democracy solve problems if there are equal people on both sides? 
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Is the most ideal system of government democracy? Many students believed so before 
looking at deeply explored real-life scenarios. 
 
Many students believed that democracy is the most ideal system of government but views 
were altered when real life scenarios were brought up and looking deeper into the topic. A 
group think that if the government is efficient and the people are already used to following 
orders, then dictatorship would be a better option than democracy.  
 
At the end of the day, it was concluded:  
 
“Sometimes democracy works really well, and sometimes you just need something else.” -
Ms.Rana 
 
“Democracy is good because people can vote for their leaders but it shouldn’t be enforced.” -
Anonymous  
 

6) ECO School Presentation 
 

 “Eco-School” is an international program aiming to influence schools to become more 
eco-friendly. TES Roots and Shoots have earned the school a bronze award, a first step to 
becoming an eco-school. The presentation referred to the school’s environmental activity, 
including energy consumption, transportation, litter, water, bio-diversity reviews. The ECA 
hope the student and staff body to value their voice and take part in making the school a 
better place. 
 

7) Conclusion  

 

When the day was drawing to an end, everybody from Key Stage 3 and High School were all 
called together to be a part of Taipei European School history. This was to be the 
announcement to find out who had been democratically elected to be the next Student 
Council President.  
 
The successful student was Vernon Lin, who was elected by the student body to represent 
our school as the 2012-2013 Student Council President. It was a close race against the other 
candidates Victoria Yeh and Rachel Chen. Christine Shih handed over her presidency and 
Vernon thanked everybody for voting. 
 
Overall this day will inspire students to voice their opinions and stand up for what they believe 
in. In the end, that is the goal we all want the student body to achieve. 
 

  
Written by Chloe Oani, Aaron Power, Jenny Li and Jade Tsui 
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New Look Reports   
 
All Key Stage 3 students will return home this evening with their Term 1 Reports. The school 
report writing committee has been working very hard over the course of Term 1 to evaluate 
the school report writing process. As a result a new report format has been designed. The 
information provided is exactly as it was before however the design makes it easier for you as 
parents to gain a clear overall picture of the performance of your child. 
 
The new format is below. 
 

 
 
 
As well as being more compact it has also enabled us to be more environmentally friendly. 
With a new proof reading system and the fact that the report is now on 3 pages as opposed to 
13 pages we have saved a lot of paper. ‘Roots and Shoots’ were very happy with this and we 
live up to our secondary Values of Respect and Responsibility.   

 
Year 7 Junior Master Chef 
 
The harvesting was bountiful, the salads were delicious and their hard work really paid off. On 
the 13th of December on a beautiful sunny day, all Year 7s went out to their raised garden 
beds and picked their lettuce, cabbage, rosemary and celeriac. After more than 3 months of 
weeding, planting, watering and maintaining their garden beds, their perseverance finally 
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came into full fruition. Their gardens produced an abundant harvest of veggies that were 
picked and then taken into the Phase 1 cafeteria where mouth-watering salads were made as 
part of the Junior Master Chef salad competition. 
 
It was a competition in name, but in spirit it was more of a collective harvest party where 
different garden groups proudly shared their feta cheese, chicken, olive, crouton, and mixed 
garden salads. Participation, creativity and responsibility were on full display as each 
student contributed to harvesting of their garden. Students also helped design their special 
salad for that day and finally, everyone respected on each other by working collectively and 
collegially which made all their garden salad taste just a little bit better. The Year 7 raised-
garden bed Service Project was very successful in Term 1 because everyone demonstrated 
TES Secondary Values while gardening and had so much fun doing it! 
 

        
 
Mr Imbleau 
Head of Year 7 
 
TES Values in Action 
 
TES strives to foster values in students that will help equip our students for lifelong learning 
and the world beyond the school grounds. During Values Day this year, Key Stage 3 students 
had the opportunity to work in small groups to discuss, plan and produce short video clips of 
how they see or would like to see our TES Values in action in and around our campus.    
 
The groups eagerly used their creative energies to come up some brilliant skits ranging from 
participation in Extra Curricular Activities to showing responsibility through completing 
homework assignments and being on time for lessons. 
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During Term 2, the video clips will be shown as a way to celebrate the creativity of our KS3 
students as well as to promote and reinforce the values that are very much central to the 
culture of TES. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Sing Key 
Head of Year 8 & 9 
 

It’s Better to Talk   

 

 

 

“Life is a journey” Programme will take place in Term 2 for some of the KS3 students who 
need that extra support. When young people struggle to adjust to changes in their lives 
emotional distress may result, particularly if they do not have the necessary skills and support. 
It’s an opportunity to explore life’s journey and meet new people. 

Participation is voluntary. The Heads of Year and I will nominate the students and I will invite 
them individually and encourage them to participate. If the students decide to take part, they 
will inform their parents.  

The programme will run on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 1 – 1.40pm for 8 weeks during 
lunch time and with a sensitivity to students academic attendance requirements. It is a small 
group of about 10 – 12 students. The students can take all their work and materials home at 
the end of the programme. A certificate will then be given.  

Everyone who takes part will be asked to respect each other and not to talk about personal 
details outside the group.  

The topics included in the programme are:  
1. I think therefore I am 
2. I’m ok 
3. Express yourself 
4. Life is a journey 
5. Be your own best friend 
6. Life is do-able 
7. Mobilize your team 
8. What have I learnt from “Life is a journey” Programme 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or want to discuss whether your child 
could be benefit from the programme.   
Email: Jenny.hsu@tes.tp.edu.tw 
Phone: 8145-9007 ext 2604 
 
Jenny Hsu 
Counsellor 
 

 

 

mailto:Jenny.hsu@tes.tp.edu.tw
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From German Section 
 
IB Theatre Arts IP Projects 
eingereicht von Beate Gemp 
 
Kennen Sie Berkoff?  
 
Am Donnerstag, dem 13. Dezember 2012 hatten alle Theaterbegeisterten Gelegenheit, die 
diesjährige IB Drama Performance unserer Schüler und Schülerinnen aus der 12. Klasse zu 
besuchen. 

 
Zum ersten Mal gestalteten die 
Schüler/innen die Stücke in 
voller Eigenverantwortung. Unter 
den verantwortlichen 
Regisseuren waren auch drei 
deutsche Schülerinnen und 
Schüler: Jessie, Julie und Max 
stellten ihr fachliches Können 
unter Beweis: Ihre Regieleistung 
war beachtlich – auch die 
Leistung ihrer Schauspieler und Schauspielerinnen (so z.B. 
Senta und Fabia).  

 
Einige schrieben ihr eigenes Stücke, wie zum Beispiel Max, der - durch Pantomime und 
Boulevardtheater inspiriert -  Regie führte und auch selbst auf der Bühne aktiv wurde.  
 

 
 
Jessie und Julie  führten Regie in einem 
Ausschnitt des Stückes Décadence  von 
Stephen Berkoff.  In beiden Aufführungen 
ging es um zwischenmenschliche 
Beziehungen. Auch in  einem Ausschnitt aus 
der Zoo Story von Edward Albee ging es um 
dieses Thema. 
 
 

Das Thema Politik wurden durch Figuren aus dem Märchen Alice im Wunderland einmal auf 
eine andere Art angesprochen. Auch Aschenputtel brachten die Dramastudenten in 
amüsanter Weise auf die Bühne. 

 
 
Im Anschluss sorgten die verschiedenen 
Aufführungen für konstruktive Diskussionen.   
 
 

Es war ein gut besuchter, vielseitiger und 
sehr unterhaltsamer Abend! 
      
    
 
 
 

von Deborah (Klasse 12) 
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 Weihnachtsfeier der Deutschen Schule 
eingereicht von Beate Gemp 
 
Auch in diesem Jahr war die Weihnachtsfeier der deutschen Schule ein voller Erfolg:. 
Den Beginn machten Theresa und Martin mit ihrem Song ‚The Show‘ von Lenka und 
stimmten das Publikum somit auf das nachfolgende Programm ein. Nach diesem 
musikalischen Einstieg hielt der Schulleiter, Herr Fritzen, seine Begrüßungsrede, gefolgt vom 
Auftritt des Kindergartens unter dem Titel Eine 
Kerze leuchtet weit und stimmte so das Publikum 
weihnachtlich ein. Die Kinder begeisterten mit 
einem weihnachtlichen Lied.  Im Anschluss ‚reiste‘ 
die Grundschule mittels der Zauberkugel um die 

Welt auf der Suche 
nach der Erfüllung 
ihrer Wünsche, um 
am Ende 
festzustellen, dass 
Freundschaft 
wichtiger ist als Reichtum und Erfolg. 
Im Anschluss 

übernahmen Shannon und Bernhard die 
Moderation für die Sekundarstufe. Die Boyband 
bestehend aus Nicolai, Alex und Roger und ihre 
Sängerin Fiona stürmten die Bühne mit ihrem 
swingenden Song  

‚If everyone 
cared‘ von 
Nickelback. 
Weiter ging 
es mit dem 
unterhaltsamen 
Beitrag der 

Klassen 5 und 6, die - frei nach Dieter Bohlen - den 
Superstar für Bethlehem suchten: Am Ende siegte 
selbstverständlich der Stern von Bethlehem. Es folgte  
‚Skyfall‘  dargeboten von Fiona, Theresa und Martin.  
 

 
Im Anschluss lehrte die Klassenstufe 7 und 8 das Publikum, wie 
man den Weihnachtsmann fangen kann. Auf Grund des 
beherzten Eingreifens von James Blond konnte das nächste 
Weihnachtsfest gerettet werde, da er den Weihnachtsmann 
befreite. Nach der Rede des Elternbeiratsvorsitzenden, Herrn 
Skalamera, endete der offizielle 
Teil der Feier als krönendem 
Abschluss mit dem Lied des 
Kollegiums: Rudolph, the red-
nosed reindeer. 

 

 

 
Dann ging es zum gemütlichen Teil des Abends über: Bei leckeren Snacks und Getränken, welche die Eltern 
mitgebracht hatten, konnte man sich noch unterhalten und den Abend ausklingen lassen.  
         

von Balthasar, Felix und Mark, Klasse 10 



27 

 

 
Day of Values am 06. Dezember 2012 
eingereicht von Beate Gemp 
 

Der ehemalige „International Day of Tolerance“ wurde 
umbenannt in den „Values Day“ und mit der Veränderung 
des Namens gingen natürlich auch einige Veränderungen 
im Programm und im Tagesablauf einher. Das diesjährige 
Thema des Tages war „Value your Voice“ und es ging vor 
allem darum, seiner Kreativität freien Lauf zu lassen, in 
Gruppen mit anderen zusammenzuarbeiten und sich auch 
dazu zu überwinden, die eigene Meinung zu äußern. 
Der Tag begann mit einer Assembly der ganzen Schule. 
Dies scheint nicht sehr ungewöhnlich zu sein, allerdings 

gab es dieses Jahr im Ablauf der Assembly eine Neuerung: es wurde nämlich der neue 
Student Council Präsident gewählt. Die drei Kandidaten hielten außerdem ihre Reden 
während der Assembly. Danach wurde sehr demokratisch gewählt: Die Neuerung dieses Jahr 
war, dass nicht nur die Mitglieder des Student Council ihren Präsidenten wählen konnten, 
sondern alle Schüler und Schülerinnen waren stimmberechtigt.  Jeder Schüler der Schule, 
egal ob man Mitglied des Student Councils ist, egal aus welcher Sektion man kommt, egal 
wie alt man ist, hatte an diesem Tag die Chance seine Meinung zu äußern, dafür zu sorgen, 
dass die eigene Stimme gehört wird. 
 
Nach der ersten Assembly gab es verschiedene Aktivitäten, in denen die Schüler und 
Schülerinnen dazu animiert wurden, in Gruppen zu arbeiten, ihre eigene Meinung zu äußern 
und kreativ zu denken. 
 
Neu war in diesem Jahr auch, dass einige Schüler aus jeder Jahrgangsstufe ausgewählt 
wurden, um ihre eigene Meinung vor der gesamten Schule kund zu tun – in einer Speaker’s 
Corner. Diese Schüler bekamen alle verschiedene Fragen gestellt, z.B. „Wenn ich die Welt 
regieren würde, würde ich...“ oder „Was ist deiner Meinung nach die größte Herausforderung 
heutzutage?“. Die Antworten der einzelnen Schüler wurden dann aufgenommen und im 
Verlauf des Tages arbeitete Mr. Papps daran, die einzelnen Aufnahmen 
zusammenzuschneiden.  
 
Bei der abschließenden Assembly wurde dann dieses Video gezeigt und es war unglaublich 
zu sehen, was für verschiedene Denkweisen es an unserer Schule gibt und wie viel Potenzial 
in den einzelnen Schülern steckt. Es haben nicht nur Schüler und Schülerinnen aus 
verschiedenen Altersgruppen gesprochen, sondern auch in verschiedenen Sprachen: 
Englisch, Deutsch, Französisch, Chinesisch, Niederländisch, Dänisch. 
 

Die folgenden Fotos zeigen Schülerinnen und Schüler in 
Derdia – einem Ort, wo es galt seine 
Kommunikationsfähigkeiten kreativ einzusetzen und den 

Derdianern 
beizubringen, eine 
Brücke zu bauen. 
 
Der „Values Day“ war 
sowohl für die Lehrer 

als auch für die Schüler ein großer Erfolg und jeder, der 
an diesem Tag teilgenommen hat, hat sicherlich etwas 
dazugelernt und auf jeden Fall Spaß gehabt! 
       von Nathalie (Klasse 12) 
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From the Secondary and High School Library 
 
Dear parents and students, 
 
Did you come to our Book Fair last Friday?! To celebrate 
the Book Week, the library had worked with Eslite 
bookstore, Librairie Le Pigeonnier and German PA and held 
the Book Fair at Phase II Atrium. I hope you all enjoyed 
browsing through books and got interesting books to read 
over the break! 
 
Happy reading and happy 
holidays!!  
 
Angela Chang 
Chief Librarian 
angela.chang@tes.tp.edu.tw 
 

   

 
 
 
 

Roots and Shoots 
 
The Roots and Shoots group are proud to announce that they have been awarded with their 
first Eco schools award.  

 
 

mailto:angela.chang@tes.tp.edu.tw
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High school students Gabriel, Bor-ren, Joie, Kelly, Senta, Ming, Ryan and Thomas worked 
together to announce this to the student body in a multi lingual presentation during Values 
day. Thomas made a video presentation showing our amazing Earth and what we have to 
take care of and the other students outlined the environmental review of the school they have 
been conducting this term, along with their action plans for the future.  
 
I think our students at TES could show the world leaders at the UN climate talks in Doha a 
thing or two about teamwork and cooperation!        
 
 

From the Head of Sport  
 
 

U13 FOBISSEA 
 
The U13 try outs for football and basketball have been occurring over the last two weeks.  We 
have had record numbers with 26 girls and 28 boys trying out for the squad of 36.  Everyone 
who has tried out has tried very hard and should feel proud. 
 
We will announce the U13 Squad in week 1 of Term 2. 
 

 
The girls trying out for the U13 football team. 

 
Fixtures: 
Wins: 

 
JVB boys v MAB   
JV boys v TAPA 
JV boys v TAS 
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Loses: 
JVB boys v TAS lost in a hard fought match by 2 points. 
JVB girls v TAS lost by a heart breaking 1 point. 
Varsity girls v TAS 
JVB girls v MAB are having a tough season loosing by just 1 point again. 
V v TAS lost by 10 in a fabulous away game.  This is so close that we hope for victory on 
home ground in January. 
V v National Defence University lost in a demonstration match against an older university 
side. 

 
Softball Tournament 
 
All of the Key Stage 3 Softball teams played in the TEAMS Softball tournament on a very cold 
and wet Saturday.  The Yr 9 and 8 boys travelled to Taichung, MAC and the other teams 
played at TAS.  Despite the weather we all had a lot of fun and came away with some good 
results. 
 
The 7 girls and boys both were awarded the Bronze Medal and the Year 8 boys came away 
with the Silver.  The 8 girls were so close to making the final but lost by just 1 run in the last 
game of the round robin. 

 

      
 

     
 
Coming up next Term: 
 
Pattaya Senior Tournament – February 1-4 
KS3 football tournament – March 2 
TAS Varsity Tournament – January 11-12 
TISSA Basketball Tournament – January 18-19 
TAS JV Tournament – January 25-26 
Cross Country Meet at AST – March 9 
U13 FOBISSEA Games, Penang – March 7 – 11 
 

Lorna Wright 
Head of Sport  
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HOUSE: 

 
Beep Test Results Round 2: 

 

Round 1 was the House who scored the highest average Beep Test Score before a 5 week Fitness Unit.  

The second round was then completed to see which House improved the most. 

 

The House that improved the most over the 5 week Fitness Unit was Sirocco.   

 

1st place – Sirocco 
 
2nd place – Marin 
 
Joint 3rd place where Mistral and Bora. 
 
The best improvers for each Year group where: 
 
Year 7: Sophie Dubois and Anna-Bella Sula, Billy Skjonnemand and Robert Lu 
Year 8: Albane Simon and Alexandre Dubruel 
Year 9: Katherine Morrison and Alpha Wu 
H1: Elizabeth Morrison and Priyank Mehta 
H2: Jolie Ting and Harrison Stokes. 
The best performers where: 
Year 7:  Janne Kuhner (10.7) and John Park (12.1) 
Year 8: Maya Golan (9.9) and Mason Lee (12.1) 
Year 9: Chloe Oani (11.1) and Howard Lin (12.2) 
H1: Anja Giele (10.7) and Jonas Huber (13.3) 
H2: Celine Meylemans (9.7) and Modou Jarjou (13.8) 
 

International Book Week: 
 
This week has been International Book Week and to celebrate we have had 3 House 
competitions organized by the English and Chinese Department. 
 
Book Week Quiz:  English Spelling Bee:   Chinese Spelling Bee 
1st place Bora  1st place Bora   1st place Mistral 
2nd place Sirocco  2nd place Mistral   2nd place Marin 
3rd place Marin  Joint 3rd Sirocco and Marin            3rd place Bora   
4th place Mistral       4th place Sirocco 
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GLEE 
 
The biggest and most looked forward to House competition is the annual Glee.  Glee will be 
held on Thursday in the last 2 periods of the day to finish Term 1 in style.  This week has had 
the Houses working frantically in their last few practices. 
 

     
 

 

 

    
 


