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From the Head of British Secondary and High School Section 
TES Japanese Society. 
The following message is from the TES Japanese Society: 
Thank you so much for donations to save Japan. We received NT$443,312 from donation. 
We deeply appreciate for people's big support for Japan. All the donation goes to Japanese 
Red Cross. Thank you very much.                               Best regards, TES Japanese Society 
New Zealand. 
On Wednesday, March 16 there was a memorial service at St John Bosco Parish Church for 
the Christchurch earthquake.  My deepest sympathies to all members of the TES community 
who have been affected by this natural disaster. Several staff and students from TES 
attended this service and the Select Choir participated in the service by singing the New 
Zealand National anthem.  
 Mufti-Day 
Friday March 25 was our nominated Mufti-Day for the term. Many students took the 
opportunity to wear House colours to support their House during the House Literary Quiz. 
Students had the option of donating money to support the Harmony Home Service Project. 
Please see later on in this Newsletter for more information about the great work done by our 
students to support Harmony Home. 
Student Services. 
From the first day of next term, Sophia Yang will be substituting for Gloria Chen as Cafeteria 
Supervisor while Ms Chen is on a year’s parental leave. Ms Yvonne Chia will take over 
Sophia’s role at the Yang Min Shan campus. Any bus queries or changes should be directed 
to Ms Chia from the commencement of next term; Ms Chia can be contacted at 
yvonne.chia@tes.tp.edu.tw. 
Parent Teacher meetings – April 13 
All Key Stage 3 parents should have received information about the Parent Teacher meetings 
on April 13. School will conclude at the end of lesson 6 for all students (KS3 and High School) 
and students will be allowed to leave school at 12.40pm. Buses will leave at 1.15pm. 
Happy Holiday 
I wish all members of the TES community a happy and safe holiday over the next few weeks. 
I look forward to seeing all students returning to school well rested and prepared for a busy 
and productive final term. School recommences on Monday April 11. 
Warm regards,  
Stuart Glascott 
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‘Seussical the Musical’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This year’s musical, is ‘Seussical’, and the teachers and students have started practising only 
two months ago! As a Year 7, the first year of secondary, I’m very happy and excited to be 
part of this musical, because I love singing and acting. During the practises, we made up our 
own dance moves to suit the songs. Once that was done, we put it together with the Pit band 
and all leads had microphones connected to them. These moments were really challenging to 
me, but with lots of Saturday practises, I think that things went smoothly, and look how far 
we’ve come! It’s now the week of the show, so if you are coming along, I hope that you will 
enjoy the musical!! :D 
 
Jenny Gunnarsson Year 7 
 
            ~ A person’s a person now matter how small…~  
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From the Assistant Head – Student Welfare  
 
I would like to ask that school is notified at the start of Term 3 if students should be wearing 
contact lenses or glasses, please email their Form Teacher. We are noticing that some 
students do have difficulty reading information. The upcoming holiday provides an opportunity 
to check your child’s vision. We will contact parents if we feel your child is experiencing some 
difficulty and appreciate your support with this. This week two of our H3 students launched an 
appeal to raise support for the people of Japan at this difficult time. Barbara Budin and Minori 
Kunii organized origami paper and instructions asking all students to create an origami crane. 
An ancient Japanese legend promises that anyone who folds a thousand origami cranes will 
be granted a wish by a crane, such as long life or recovery from illness or injury. In Japan, it is 
commonly said that folding 1000 paper origami cranes makes a person's wish come true. We 
hope to meet this target and display the cranes at the Secondary Campus after the vacation. 
This is a creative and thought provoking activity that all sections are contributing to; we are 
recognizing the challenges faced in Japan. In addition collections have taken place at the 
Secondary Campus led by parents in our Japanese community. I would like to thank all the 
staff involved in the H1 Service Project for their commitment in supporting the H1 students by 
giving their time and energy to after school fundraising. A happy and safe holiday everyone.  
 
Year 7 PSHCE 
 
The Year 7 Field Trip to the Museum of World Religions  
 
As part of their diversity studies in PSHCE, the Year 7 students were able to enjoy a guided 
tour of the Museum of World Religions, located in Yong He, Taipei County last Wednesday 
afternoon. Our students had a fantastic opportunity to explore the origin, history and artifacts 
of different world religions on display at the museum. A favourite amongst the students was 
the museum’s Great Hall of World Religions, where fine-crafted models of iconic places of 
worship can be found. The field trip was enjoyable, informative and expanded upon the 
students’ understanding of diversity within the world we live in.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
H1 and H2 
 
H1 Service Project Harmony Home 
 
HIV/AIDS (Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) is an extremely dangerous infection that 
targets no race, no gender, no age and no economic background. It can affect anyone. Just 
an average cold could lead to the severe death of a person who has full blown AIDS. 
 
During the past decade, Taiwan’s HIV/AIDS rate has increased. Looking back at previous 
years’ statistics, we see no progress in terms of reducing the spread of infection. Instead, we 
find that the number of confirmed HIV/AIDS cases in Taiwan have tripled in the past six years. 
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Now that the Taiwanese government has finally made this devastating issue a healthcare 
priority and action is being taken. Local and International NGOs (Non-governmental 
organisations) have made serious long term commitment to combating HIV/AIDS and all are 
aiming for response and improvement both nationally and in the region.  
 
Harmony Home is a Taiwanese NGO dedicated to helping those who have unfortunately been 
affected or infected by HIV/AIDS. It was established by Nicole Yang in the 1990s out of deep 
compassion, with hope of fully reintegrating infected people back to society. The Harmony 
Home organisation have set up bases in both Taiwan and China. They kindly provide those 
who are living with and affected by HIV/AIDS with support and shelter, they help them with 
medical treatment, counseling, employment assistance and education. In addition to all this 
work, Harmony Home facilitates awareness and education campaigns in a variety of settings 
and communities. One of their aims is to eradicate myths, misconceptions and misinformation 
about HIV/AIDS and the people living with this infection. 
 
For this year’s H1 Service Project, we have decided to help Harmony Home by raising money 
and awareness around Taipei. As a year group, we have split up into different committees: 
Treasury, Action, Awareness, fundraising and Media. Although each committee is in charge of 
a different aspects of the Service Project. However, we have common goals and are aiming to 
most importantly, raise money for the Harmony Home shelter and raise the profile of this 
organisation. Examples of main events we have planned out are Carrefour donation stands, 
raffles, an Envelope Appeal and Bake sales.  
 
After receiving an inspiring presentation from Dr. Christoph Merkelbach of Harmony Home, 
we learnt about the history of the organization and we heard some tragic stories of previous 
and current patients. The presentation made us students feel determined and more 
enthusiastic about the project. We hope to raise as much money as we can. Our Year Group 
were very successful last year with our San Min Junior High School/Typhoon Morakot project 
and so we know we are capable of doing something similar with this year’s Service Project. If 
you would like to support the H1 Service Project in any way, please contact our Head of Year 
via email at: sonya.papps@tes.tp.edu.tw. 
 
Thank you for your support, 
 
The H1 Harmony Home Awareness Committee 
 

Pictures from Media Committee’s recent visit to Harmony Home:   

 

.  
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H2 Examination Preparation 
 
It is hard to believe that another school term is over. Term 2 was busy and action-packed for 
the H2s who worked hard in the mock examinations and as they finished the coursework for 
their IGCSE subjects. It is essential that during the upcoming two week holiday, the H2 
students get some much needed rest, but they must also spend a significant amount of time 
preparing for their upcoming IGCSE examinations. However, it is also important that this 
study time is targeted and active in order to be most effective.  
 
 Effective Examination Revision – Tips for Students: 
Where to study? Creating good conditions to study in can help you make the most of the 
time spent revising. Here are some suggestions: 

• Find a quiet place to study and make sure you are sitting comfortably 

• Make sure your desk is well lit 

• Keep background noise to a minimum 

• Avoid studying in an area where there will be distractions (like television!) 

• Have everything you need to do your revision to hand before you start 

How to study? There is no ‘right way’ to revise, as long as the method you choose enables 
you to gain a solid grasp of key facts and consolidate your knowledge. Some students are 
happy to read their classroom notes from start to finish, others prefer to simplify the 
information as much as possible, turning everything into skeleton notes, diagrams or 
mnemonics. In practice, most students find that mixing techniques suits the varied nature of 
the subjects being revised, and provides essential variety when studying. 

Turn you notes into revision tools: 

• Write ideas and facts on to cards to use as ‘prompts’ 

• Create memory aids such as diagrams or mnemonics (e.g. initial letters t to make a 
word you need to remember)  

• Write key facts/notes out and display these around the house where you will see them 

• Record yourself reading notes to listen to 

More Useful Strategies: 

• Study with a friend and test each other’s knowledge, but remember you are meeting to 
revise rather than to chat! 

• Work through past question papers – and use a watch to time them so that you can 
practise timing your answers. 

• Choose study and revision guides sensibly. It’s not hard to find help with revision – as 
well as established published revision guides, there are hundreds of websites offering 
help and advice. The problem is not how to find such help, but how to judge which is 
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the best source for your needs. Save valuable time and get recommendations from 
your teachers 

• Remember course notes are also a valuable source of extra help 

• Keep yourself more alert by changing revision methods during a session. For instance, 
try switching from note taking to memorising; from reading to asking someone to test 
you 

• Attend any revision classes that your teachers may be running at school and get their 
advice on revision methods 

• Look after yourself – Sometimes revision can become a competition – who stayed up 
latest, who worked longest, who’s worrying the most. But the more tired you are the 
less efficiently you’ll work. You need to rest as well as study, eat well, drink lots of 
water and make sure you pace yourself. Don’t rush, and equally don’t over-revise by 
doing too much too soon 

• Revision Plan The top tip for successful revision is to make a plan; otherwise it is easy 
to waste your precious revision time. We recommend that you start your revision at 
least six weeks before your exams begin. It is helpful to look at your exam dates and 
work backwards to the first date you intend to start revising. 

• List all your exam subjects and the amount of time you think you will need for each 
one. It is unlikely that the amounts will be equal. Many people find it advisable to 
allocate more time to the subject or topics they find the most difficult 

• Draw up a revision plan for each week 

• Fill in any regular commitments you have first and the dates of your examinations 

• Use Revision Checklists or Syllabuses for each subject as a starting point. Look at 
what you need to know and try to identify any gaps in your knowledge. (A good way of 
doing this is to look at the results of past papers or tests you have worked through) 

• Divide your time for each subject into topics based on the units in the revision checklist 
or syllabus, and make sure you allow enough time for each one 

• Plan your time carefully, assigning more time to subjects and topics you find difficult 

• Revise often; try and do a little every day 

• Plan in time off, including time for activities which can be done out in the fresh air. Take 
a 5 or 10 minute break every hour and do some stretching exercises, go for a short 
walk or make a drink 

• You may find it helpful to change from one subject to another at ‘break’ time, for 
example doing one or two sessions of Maths and then changing to Geography, or 
alternating a favourite subject with a more difficult one. It helps to build in some variety 

• Write up your plan and display it somewhere visible 
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• Adjust your timetable if necessary and try to focus on your weakest topics and subjects 

• Don’t panic; think about what you can achieve, not what you can’t. Positive thinking is 
important! 

Above Study Tips the University of Cambridge International Examinations. For more 
tips on how to revise effectively please visit their website at:  

http://www.cambridgestudents.org.uk/examtime/revisiontips/ 

I would like to congratulate the H2 Year Group on another productive term. I am confident that 
they will continue to stay focused on their studies and personal goals in the coming weeks.  

Sonya Papps 

Head of Year, H1 and H2 

H3 and H4 
 
PSHCE over the last two weeks has been focused in 
preparing students for life beyond school. Both 
groups took part in sessions on personal safety. 
Advice was provided on how to protect themselves 
and their property when living and studying in large 
cities and universities overseas. The H3 students 
combined this with self defence instruction provided 
by our own Mr. Knight. Along with instructing the 
students in simple hold-breaking techniques Mr. 
Knight emphasized the most important aspect of self-

defense – avoiding situations where possible and as 
soon as is possible ‘running away’. The students 
participated enthusiastically in these sessions but I 
think drew most pleasure from watching Mr. Knight 
inflict pain on me as his demonstration partner. 
 
 
 
Paul Turner 
Head of Year, H3 and H4 

 
 

 
 KS3 Afterschool Study Club ECA 

 
Ms Lynn is running a homework/study club for KS3 students.  
It’s aimed at any KS3 student – all are welcome! The Club 
can support students with organization, planning, research or 
general understanding.  
 
When? Every Tuesday,  3.15pm- 4.15pm 
Where? Phase 2 library 
Just bring along whatever you need for the homework 
assignment. 
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Student Council Update 
 
On Friday 11th March the Student Council welcomed members of the local community to the 
Secondary Campus for the annual Community Lunch.  In addition to welcoming guests and 
enjoying lunch, students organized performances and shared the BSS and High School, 
Service Project work in the past year. Many thanks to all the members of the Student Council 
involved. Certain students warrant an extra mention, they are Christine Yeh, Alessia Cheng, 
Darice Hsu and Zoe Hsu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the President of the Student Council 
 
As Term 2 comes to an end, I am very proud to say that the Student Council has achieved a 
substantial amount in terms of events both inside and outside school.  
 
Just a couple of weeks ago, the Student Council planned and hosted the Community Lunch, 
an event that was established a few years ago to welcome the community around TES with a 
purpose of building a growing relationship with the locals who have accepted us so readily 
into their community. During these two hours, students from the High School section provided 
musical entertainment that showcased the huge variety of talent we have here at TES. We 
also managed to give them a glimpse of what Service Projects we have been involved with as 
a school. This event proved to be very successful and some eager locals even offered to 
make generous contributions to the “San Min Junior High Service Project” that started in 
2009.  
 
The Student Council has also been involved with smaller projects. The Central Committee 
helped to add extension cords the study area for the increased numbers of laptop use there. It 
also negotiated with the Parents Association to get new microwaves for both Phase I and 
Phase II cafeterias. The Service Committee has been busy making new connections with the 
“SOS children’s village” and “The Down’s Syndrome Association”, selling the very popular 
‘Super Chicken’ at lunchtimes to raise funds for them. The Events Committee carried out a 
very successful Rose Sale for Valentine’s Day as well and hopes to host even more events 
for Term 3. 
 
As you can see, through the teamwork of an eclectic group of students from all year groups, 
the Student Council has been able to bring lots of changes (varying in degree) to the school. 
All I can hope for as the leader of this group is that the students maintain their excellent level 
of commitment and innovation into Term 3!  
 
Christine Yeh 
H3 
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House Update 
 
We end this term with the Book Week House Literary Quiz and Spelling Bee competitions. Congratulations to all 
participants in the quiz. Points from these events will be added to the House Totals next term. The following 
House Totals include points from the recent Cross Country and from ‘I Points’. With one term to go the 
competition hits fever pitch in the race to secure the ‘Klimek Cup’.  
 
Good luck everyone. 
 

SIROCCO  6227 
 
MISTRAL  5985 
 
MARIN  5026  
 
BORA  4887 
 
Rachel Harris 
Assistant Head of Secondary (Student Welfare) 
 
From the Assistant Head – Studies 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
All our students will be enjoying a well-deserved holiday over the next two weeks after what 
has been a very busy term.  High school students in H2 and H4 have been extremely busy 
with mock examinations followed by the completion of coursework and practical and oral 
examinations.  The examination sessions start on Tuesday 3 May and Monday 9 May for IB 
and IGCSE respectively.  Mr. Redden, who is in charge of the examinations, will provide more 
information to students regarding expectations during the examination period.  Students in H2 
and H4 should be spending a significant amount of time during the holidays studying for these 
examinations by going over revision notes and trying plenty of past papers.  Once their 
examinations are over, it will be time for them to relax and enjoy their long summer holiday. 
 
Parent-teacher interviews for the British Secondary Section students take place on 
Wednesday, 13 April, from 1.30pm until 7.00pm.  Information regarding the interviews has 
been sent to parents by email.  Please contact the school office if you have not received this 
information so that your contact details can be changed. 
 
Students in year 7 and year 8 have recently returned from the FOBISSEA games in Kuala 
Lumpur having achieved success in a wide range of events.  All students who attended were 
great ambassadors for the school and gained a great deal from competing in these games.  
Our term ends tonight with the last presentation of the school musical, Seussical, which is a 
fitting end to a very busy term.  Congratulations to all the students and staff involved in this 
production. 
 
Have a pleasant holiday.  
 
Warm regards, 
 
Sarah Pearson 
Assistant Head of Secondary (Studies) 
Email: sarah.pearson@tes.tp.edu.tw 
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News from the EAL Department 
EAL Parent Meeting 
We would like to thank all parents who were able to 
attend this workshop held recently at the ESC. 
Information regarding the provision we offer for our 
EAL students was outlined and guidance on ways to 
help our EAL students was given.  Parents also took 
the opportunity to ask questions about the process of 
learning curriculum subjects in a new   language. I 
would like to thank the H3 students who shared their 
experiences and offered strategies they had found 
useful as new learners of English at TES. Special thanks also to Mr Ainsworth Lee, our 
Korean teacher at the ESC, who provided translation in both Mandarin and Korean. We hope 
to offer similar workshops in the near future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronwyn Thompson 
Head of English as an Additional Language 
 

News from the Chinese Department 
 
The Portrait of a Young Artist at TES 
 
 
 
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Julia Chang in H2 has been well known at 
the Secondary Campus for her artistic 
talents ever since she joined us last year.  
You might have been attracted by many 
of the school posters and will be surprised 
to find they were all Julia’s contributions. 
 
It’s even more surprising to know that 
Julia is also an accomplished cartoonist, 
who published her first comics in October 
2010 with NTD 10,000 as the prize 
awarded.  Her second work will be 
published shortly in April, if she wins the 
art roon competition again.  
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H3 Students Attending a Chinese Lecture at NTU 
It is said that classic stories endure forever and young hearts will be touched through the 
study of literature. 
H3 Chinese A1/A2 students attended a lecture of Professor Bai (白先勇) at the National Taiwan 
University on March 11. His work “Taipei People”《 台北人》 has been internationally well known 
for over four decades, and is also one of the IB chosen works that the students need to study.   
Students enjoyed the lecture and stayed afterwards for further discussions with Professor Bai 
about his work《 台北人》 . 

 
Flora Sung, Head of Chinese Language and Culture 
  
News from the Art Department 
 

 

 
Roland Buckingham 

Art Teacher 

 
 
Sarah Pearson 
Assistant Head of 
Secondary (Studies) 
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From the Assistant Head - IB 
 
The upcoming spring break is where all our H4 students will start their revision in earnest. 
Past paper revision will certainly be a key area of our student’s preparation and it is vital that 
they test themselves both against the clock and under examination conditions. I would also 
recommend that students make notes of any areas that they feel unsure about so that they 
can consult with their teachers when they start back on Monday 11 April 2011.  The students 
will have two weeks in school before their last day in school on 21 April 2011 so it is 
imperative that they use this time wisely to ask questions about any concepts or ideas that 
they are unsure about. A copy of the IB examination timetable is included at the end of the 
newsletter. Additionally, in the next couple of weeks I will be sending a comprehensive letter 
about the examinations and the issue of results. 
 
In terms of examinations, tackling revision in a positive frame of mind will make the process 
more effective for our students. Belief enables students to achieve great success, as long as 
this belief instigates and accompanies action. However, it is not just a matter of trying our 
best, because if we try to close a door we don’t actually manage it, we must do our best rather 
than just try. I hope this reassures parents that their strong support does have a positive 
impact on their child even if they can’t help them with their calculus revision. 
 
The influence of language will of course be well know to our IB students as it is an important 
component of their TOK course. I have recently been involved in the assessment of H4 TOK 
presentations and I have been impressed by the way our students have developed and how 
assured their presentations have been. I was certainly very impressed by the sophistication of 
their arguments and delighted by both the professional and effective manner these arguments 
were conveyed to the audience. 
 
The H3 students should reflect on how busy the H4 students are now and consider how they 
can help their future selves by working on their extended essay and CAS now. Nevertheless, 
the H3 students should enjoy this upcoming vacation as well, given that it will be a busy time 
for them next year. 
 
The Fushan Project 
 
I first heard of the Pi-Ya Wei village through a teacher, who shared the rewarding experience 
of doing volunteer work at the village herself. As the Student Council was looking to raise 
money for a local organization in Taiwan, I looked to find out basic information about the 
village. After talking to a contact of the organization, I visited the Pi-Ya Wei village on a 
weekend, accompanied by Ms. Hsu, the CAS coordinator at our school.  
 
We met at the Xin-Dian MRT Station on a Saturday 
morning, after which there was a one-hour drive to 
the Pi-Ya Wei village, based on the foothills of La-La 
Mountains. From prior research, I had found out that 
the village was especially recognized for its 
hospitable people as well as cultural identity. This 
became clear immediately upon my arrival. After 
getting out the car, I had become separated from 
the other visitors. Expecting a solitary exploration of 
the village, I was immediately joined by a small six-
year old boy with a worn out t-shirt, walking 
barefoot. Without the slightest introduction, this boy (whom I later realized was called “Xiao 
Jia”), took me by the hand and dragged me around the entire village, winding through 
shortcuts to see the simple houses.  
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From my “tour”, I became accustomed to Xiao Jia’s bright and enthusiastic nature, as he 
slowly introduced various “landmarks” in the village- his home, the primary school in the 
village, the farming fields. My companion willingly gave specific responses to my questions, 
offering several details that he thought were important. Giggling, he told me how a girl in his 
class got 20% in her test whilst he got 30%. He stared in awe when hearing there were twenty 
people in my form class as there were only eight in his.  
 

Despite his enthusiasm, Xiao Jia’s lack of family 
support became clearer as the day progressed. At 
the young age of six, he got along poorly with his 
peers, swearing at them if they did anything out his 
liking. He had spent 3 hours with us in the morning 
walking barefooted. Yet, there was no sign of him 
informing his parents of his whereabouts. But, after 
I talked to him more, and even attempted to teach 
him some English, it became clear that he was 
clever boy, who simply lacked an upbringing. 
 
A former principal of the elementary school, 
Principal Huang, had recognized these problems 

through teaching in the school. She told me how she gradually realized that whilst in school 
the children in the village were able to learn progressively, at home, there was no parental 
support available to guide them with homework or even simple everyday routines such as 
bathing. Furthermore, due to the remote location of the village, parents were often 
unemployed or worked in low paid, labor-intensive jobs, leading to problems of financial 
stability. Even if they were employed, the adults often lacked a degree of work ethic; caused 
by a lack of education as well as the traditional values of work derived from culture, the adults 
were unable or unwilling to adjust to regular working hours.  
 
In an effort to improve the situation, the Principal 
started her own farming program within the village 
in order to provide regular and stable jobs within 
the community. CSA, an organization that aims to 
help create sustainable organic farming programs 
in Taiwan has started to help this village by 
creating the Fushan project. By offering capital to 
the village for buying raw materials, the people in 
the village are able to plant and sell their crops. 
This not only generates income for the aboriginal 
people, but also gradually educates them with a 
set of values that will enable them to be become self-
sufficient. 
 
Whilst many charities can benefit from funds and donations alone, the CSA Taiwan 
organization needs actual participation to function; merely donating money may help the 
people of the village in the short run, but in the long run the people need help in becoming self 
sufficient. Currently, the student council has already raised 30,000 NT for the village, which 
will be saved as an emergency fund for them. Furthermore, in order to help the village, we 
want to organize a group of students who will visit the community once every two weeks. 
There, the students will be able to help the village by doing simple farming jobs, possibly 
teaching the children English, or helping them with basic homework. In addition, students can 
also help sell the crops in the Farmer’s Market downtown on weekends.  
 

One of the small farms in the village
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The children and adults of the village are all incredibly kind and generous people. Through 
simple jobs, it is possible to slowly contribute and help improve living conditions in the village 
for the adults as well as the younger generation. It is only after visiting the village that you 
truly become aware of how worthwhile the cause is. 
 
If you are interested in helping this community or want further information please 
contact Michelle Rao (H3) or Ms. Hsu (CAS Coordinator) 
 
CSA organization website: http://www.eq.org.tw/jaifu/our-believe 
 
UCC Update 
 

• H4 students are now approaching the completion of their university conditional offers 
from the UK with some excellent ones already, such as Imperial, Warwick, UCL, 
Edinburgh, Bristol, King’s College, Manchester, Southampton, Cardiff, Glasgow and 
LSE. Students have till June 7th to make their two final choices: Firm and Insurance. 
US and Canadian applicants will hear of their outcomes over the next few weeks. 

 
• There is a UKEAS UniTour Fair tomorrow, 10.00-18.00,  Saturday 26th March at the 

Taipei International District of Commerce (TIDC) 10F, No. 51, Hengyang Road, Taipei. 
Hengyang Road just a few minutes walk from both the Ximen MRT station and the 
NTU Hospital MRT station. 
The following universities will attend: 
Aston University, Bournemouth University, Brunel University, Cardiff University, 
University of Glasgow, University of Leeds, Newcastle University, University of 
Reading, University of Stirling, University of Strathclyde, University of Surrey, 
University of Sussex, University for the Creative Arts  
 

• During the coming holiday H3 students can take the opportunity to research and refine 
their university choices using their Personal Portfolios. 

 
IGCSE Examinations 
 
A copy of the IGCSE examination timetable and the schedule for the upcoming orals and 
practical examinations is included at the end of this newsletter. Please note that the PE exam 
is a GCSE examination and will take place on 24 May 2011 at 5:30pm in the evening to 
coincide with the same examination taking place in the UK. You should have already received 
a personal timetable for your child with the registration information I sent out earlier in the 
year. Additionally, in the next week I will be sending a letter about the examination procedures 
and the issue of results. Please note that H2 students will be on study leave from 2 May 2011 
and they do not have to formally attend school during the examination period. After the 
examination session has finished we will be holding the IB induction course from the 13 June 
2011 to 15 June 2011. 
 
If you find that your child has a clash on their examination timetable please be assured that 
they will get a sufficient rest break between examinations. I have made the examination board 
is aware of these issues. 
 
If you should have any additional questions about examinations for H2 students please do not 
hesitate to contact me at stewart.redden@tes.tp.edu.tw. 

 
Stewart Redden 
Assistant Head (IB) 
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From the Head of Sport 
 

Year Nine Boys Football Team 2011 

The all conquering Year Nine Boys football team completed an excellent season by winning 
the Middle Football tournament in Taichung. 

After great success last year as Year Eights (winners of the Taiwan MS Championship & the 
U13 FOBISSEA Games) the team went undefeated in eight games clinching the TES Trophy 
as well as the end of season Middle School Championship. They were the strongest team in 
all aspects of the game defending frugally throughout, dominating the midfield with their hard 
running and creativity and scoring almost at will in most games. 

Several of the boys combined with a number of our Year Eight students to form the school’s 
representative team in the weekend IPL football league. They achieved the highest level of 
success of any of our teams so far in the competition missing out on a top three finish by only 
one game due in part to a lack of availability of most of the squad in a crucial game due to a 
holiday, injury and illness.  With 7 wins, 1 draw and 4 losses (all but one were very close 
losses) it was a very pleasing season. Most importantly the boys developed greatly from the 
experience of playing at such a high level of football. The success of both our Year Nine and 
Year Eight teams is due in part to this experience in the IPL league. 

Most importantly they represented the school superbly with their behaviour on and off the 
field. It has been a pleasure to work with a group of such talented sportsmen and young 
gentlemen. They are a credit to the school, themselves and their parents.  

Many thanks to Mr. Turner for his time and effort with the Year Nine Boys team. 

 

 
 
Leighton Edwards    
Head of Secondary Physical Education and Sport 
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From the Librarian 
 
Dear students and parents, 
 
I believe we all agree that Google is a powerful search engine and many of us use it several 
times a day. However, apart from just typing several words in the search box, do you know 
there are more efficient ways to look for what you need? 
 
Google search tips: 

• Phrase search ("…")  
Use the double quotes to find the exact phase. 
Example: “angels and demons” 

 
• Search within a specific website (site :) 

If you are looking for something in a specific website that doesn’t provide search 
function itself, you can use the “site:” modifier.  
Example: (no space between “site:” and the URL) 
Mozart site:bbc.co.uk/music 
Dalai Lama site:.gov 

 
• Terms you want to exclude (-) 

Use the “-“ symbol in front of a word that you do not want to be included in your results.  
Example: Marketing –advertising 

 
• Fill in the blanks (*)  

Use * in your search, you are telling Google to treat the star (wildcard) as a placeholder 
for any unknown term(s).  
Example: Obama voted * on the * bill 
You will find stories about different votes on different bills. 

 
• Similar terms (~) 

Use the "~" symbol in front of a search word, Google will automatically search similar 
terms or synonyms of that word 
Example: ~snake 
You will find “snake”, “python”, “cobra” and “reptile”…etc. in your results. 

 
Happy Searching! 
 
Angela Chang 
Chief Librarian 
 
Librarians’ Recommendations   

Breaking Night: a memoir of forgiveness, survival, and my journey from 
homeless to Harvard  (EN 362.74 MUR) 
 
"Breaking Night reads more like an adventure story than an addiction-morality tale. It's a white-
knuckle account of survival. . . . By age 6, Murray knew how to mainline drugs (though she never 
took them) and how to care for her strung-out parents. She showed uncanny maturity, even as a 
child, and later managed to avoid that malady of teenagers and memoir writers, self-pity. . . . 
Murray's stoicism has been hard-earned; it serves her well as a writer. Breaking Night itself is full 
of heart, without a sliver of ice, and deeply moving." (The New York Times Book Review) 
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L’Encyclopédie des Rebelles / Anne Blanchard, Francis Mizio, Serge Bloch (FR 034 BLA) 
 
Le monde ne les a pas satisfaits... Ils l’ont révolutionné ou ont tenté de le faire ! 
Akhenaton, George Sand, Abd el-Kader, Marie Curie, Che Guevara, Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King... Esclaves, soldats ou simples êtres humains, ils ont dit "non" aux tyrans 
et aux oppresseurs. Penseurs ou écrivains ; ils ont lutté contre les inégalités et les 
injustices. Scientifiques ou artistes, ils ont questionné les principes, repoussé les 
limites. 
 
'L'Encyclopédie des rebelles' est le parfait livre jeunesse, tant il sait habilement mêler 
humour, pédagogie et légèreté. 
 

 
 
Ismael und der Auftritt der Seekühe / Michael Gerard Bauer 
 (ROMANCE GR BAU) 
 
Ismael ist total verliebt in Kelly, Kelly Faulkner mit den eisblauen Augen. Doch sie scheint 
ihm unerreichbar. In ihrer Nähe verfällt er abwechselnd in wirre Stotterei und qualvolles 
Schweigen. Als er Kelly auf einer Party wieder trifft, schlägt das Ismael-Leseur-Syndrom 
wieder voll zu und Tollpatsch Ismael stolpert von einer Peinlichkeit zur nächsten. Doch sein 
Freund Razza, Quasselstrippe und selbst ernannter Frauenkenner, lässt Ismael nicht so 
schnell aufgeben und tritt als Kuppler in Aktion -- was alles nur noch schlimmer macht.... 

(Amazon.de) 
 
 
From the Student Counsellor 

 
 

March 2011 
 COUNSELLING WORLD 
 

Taking Breaks Found to Improve Attention 
By RICK NAUERT PHD Senior News Editor 

Reviewed by John M. Grohol, Psy.D. on February 9, 2011 

Have you ever felt like you needed to take a break to keep your attention? And, have you 
often fought the urge thinking that you needed to concentrate harder — only to end up losing 
your focus? 

New research suggests you should have listened to you inner self and taken a break. 

Scientist say the new findings overturn traditional theory about the nature of attention and 
demonstrates that even brief diversions from a task can dramatically improve one’s ability to 
focus on that task for prolonged periods. 

The study zeroes in on a phenomenon known to anyone who’s ever had trouble doing the 
same task for a long time: After a while, you begin to lose your focus and your performance 
on the task declines. 
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Some researchers believe that this “vigilance decrement,” as they describe it, is the result of a 
drop in one’s “attentional resources,” said University of Illinois psychology professor Dr. 
Alejandro Lleras, who led the new study. 

“For 40 or 50 years, most papers published on the vigilance decrement treated attention as a 
limited resource that would get used up over time, and I believe that to be wrong. You start 
performing poorly on a task because you’ve stopped paying attention to it,” he said. 

“But you are always paying attention to something. Attention is not the problem.” 

Lleras had noticed that a similar phenomenon occurs in sensory perception: The brain 
gradually stops registering a sight, sound or feeling if that stimulus remains constant over 
time. For example, most people are not aware of the sensation of clothing touching their skin. 

The body becomes “habituated” to the feeling and the stimulus no longer registers in any 
meaningful way in the brain. 

In previous studies, Lleras explored the limits of visual perception over time, focusing on a 
phenomenon called Troxler Fading: when continual attention to a stationary object in one’s 
peripheral vision can lead to that object’s complete “disappearance” from view. 

“Constant stimulation is registered by our brains as unimportant, to the point that the brain 
erases it from our awareness,” Lleras said. 

In the new study, Lleras and postdoctoral fellow Atsunori Ariga tested participants’ ability to 
focus on a repetitive computerized task for about an hour under various conditions. The 84 
study subjects were divided into four groups: 

• The control group performed the 50-minute task without breaks or diversions. 
• The “switch” group and the “no-switch” group memorized four digits prior to performing 

the task, and were told to respond if they saw one of the digits on the screen during the 
task. Only the switch group was actually presented with the digits (twice) during the 50-
minute experiment. Both groups were tested on their memory of the digits at the end of 
the task. 

• The “digit-ignored” group was shown the same digits presented to the switch group 
during the task, but was told to ignore them. 

As expected, most participants’ performance declined significantly over the course of the task. 

But most critically, Lleras said, those in the switch group saw no drop in their performance 
over time. Simply having them take two brief breaks from their main task (to respond to the 
digits) allowed them to stay focused during the entire experiment. 

“It was amazing that performance seemed to be unimpaired by time, while for the other 
groups performance was so clearly dropping off,” Lleras said. 

This study is consistent with the idea that the brain is built to detect and respond to change, 
Lleras said, and suggests that prolonged attention to a single task actually hinders 
performance. 

“We propose that deactivating and reactivating your goals allows you to stay focused,” he 
said. “From a practical standpoint, our research suggests that, when faced with long tasks 
(such as studying before a final exam or doing your taxes), it is best to impose brief breaks on 
yourself. Brief mental breaks will actually help you stay focused on your task!” 
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The first IGCSE examination in the May/June Examination session is on 9 May 2011 

 
 
 
 

 
Week 

beginning: 

 
MONDAY 

 

 
TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY

 
THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

11 April 
2011 

 
IGCSE ESL Oral 

Examinations 
 

 

IGCSE ESL Oral 
Examinations 

 

IGCSE ESL Oral 
Examinations 

 

  

18 April 
2011 

 
GCSE PE 

Examination 
 
 
 

  
IGCSE Drama 
Performance 

(7pm) 

 
IB Visual Arts 
Examiner visit 

 
HOLIDAY 

 
IB Visual 

Arts 
Examiner 

visit 

25 April 
2011 

 
HOLIDAY 

 
The first day of 
study leave for 
the H4 students 

 

 
ICT Practical Exam A 
(8:10 to 11:10) 

 
IGCSE Art 

Examination 

 
IGCSE Art 

Examination 

2 May 2011 

 
The first day of 
study leave for 
the H2 students 

  
ICT Practical Exam B 
(08:10 to 11:10) 

  

Taipei European High School 
Practical and Oral examinations
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