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M e s s a g e  f r o m the  H e a d  o f  Se con da r y  

Dear parents, students and friends of TES, 
 
On the evening of 29th May, over 150 guests attended the TES High School Graduation Ceremony at the 
European Secondary Campus on Yangmingshan to celebrate with our 6th group of TES high school graduates. This 
year, forty-three graduates marked the completion of their secondary education with Taipei European School. 
They represented twenty-one nations from six continents, a truly international mix of fine young people from 
all parts of the globe.  
  
H1, H3 and YEAR 9 SAT exams have been taking place this week and IGCSE external examinations for H2 
students will finish next week.  
  
Preparations are well underway for World Environment Day on Friday 12th June. Year 7, 8 and 9 students will 
participate in an environmental "clean-up" on Yangmingshan on Thursday 11th June. On Tuesday 9th June, a 
group of TES students will attend the "2009 International Forum on Sustainable Development" at the National 
Central Library in Taipei. Dr. Jane Goodall, a world renowned scientist and crusader for environmental issues, 
will give the keynote address and our students will spend 30 minutes interviewing Dr. Goodall - a wonderful 
experience and opportunity.  
  
Other happenings in the near future include the high school Summer Formal on Friday 12th June at the Far 
Eastern Plaza Hotel, the 3 -day IB Induction programme for next year's H3 students and the Year 6 to Year 7 
exchange programme at the ESC on Thursday 18th and Friday 19th June. 
 
Sincerely, Roger Schultz, Head of Secondary 

FORTHCOMING DATES  F OR  Y O UR  DI A R Y. . .  

June 6th   Summer fayre, European Primary Campus (11.00 – 3.00) 
June 11th   Key Stage 3 local environmental hike 
June 12th   World environment day 
June 12th  High School summer formal, 7pm at Far Eastern Plaza Hotel 
June 15th  IB Induction week (for H2 students) 
June 18th -19th Year 6 visit to European Secondary Campus 
June 19th  Newsletter 15 
June 22nd – 26th  Trips week – Residential and local day trips 
 
 



  

                                                                                  
 
 
 
On the evening of 29th May, over 150 guests attended the TES High School Graduation 
Ceremony at the European Secondary Campus on Yangmingshan to celebrate with our 6th 
group of TES high school graduates. This year, forty-three graduates marked the completion of 
their secondary education with Taipei European School. They represented twenty-one nations 
from six continents, a truly international mix of fine young people from all parts of the globe. It 
was pleasing for the school to have former graduates attend the ceremony as well, some as 
family of this year’s graduating class and others for the nostalgia of the occasion. 
  
This graduation was very special for two TES families. Tian Yeong and Michael Scharrer were 
the third TES graduates from these families in the last six years. Robert Vranze, Roy Pan, 
Jamie van Langalaar, Kai Li Yu and Ken Chen also joined their older brothers or sisters as TES 
graduates this year. Yenson and Tina Huang become our first family members to graduate in 
the same year making this ceremony particularly special for this family. A sense of tradition for 
TES has been established with this event over the last six years and despite our relatively 
youthful “existence” as a school, there is little doubt that TES has come of age.   
 
Speakers at this year’s ceremony included Mr. John Waterhouse, Chair of the High School 
Section Council and Mr. John Nixon MBE, CEO of TES. The Head of the High School, Mr. Roger 
Schultz, was Master of Ceremonies for the evening and he was assisted by Mr. Stewart 
Redden, Assistant Head of IB, who presented a witty financial analogy of the graduating class 
to the assembled guests. 
 
It was a memorable graduation for Mr. Nixon MBE as this graduation marked his sixth and last 
as CEO of the school. Mr. Nixon’s mother from the UK was able to be in Taipei for this 
graduation ceremony which added to the occasion.  
 
The Senior and Select choirs performed during the ceremony and the String Quartet provided 
entertainment for guests as they arrived for the ceremony. With four graduates in the Select 
choir, their rendition of “Softly, Softly” was a very moving performance. 
 
Mr. Blacker Sia, member of the TES Board of Directors, and Mr. Charles Garrett, Chair of the 
TES Board of Governors, assisted by Mr. Nixon, Mr. Schultz and Mr. Redden, presented the 
Diplomas and special engraved memento to each of the graduates. Both offered encouraging 
and supportive words to the graduates on reaching this important milestone in their lives. 
 
Kai Wohlfhart and Tian Yeong gave an entertaining speech on behalf of the graduating class 
and presented Mr. Nixon with his own engraved memento to mark his final H4 graduation 
ceremony at TES. The evening concluded with group and family photographs and the chance 
for the graduates, their family and friends, staff, and other guests to celebrate, reminisce and 
socialise. The High School and Secondary Parent Association supported the ceremony by 
sponsoring the beverages and arranging and serving light refreshments for the guests. 
 
TES congratulates our Class of 2009 and we trust that their life after graduation brings 
success, fulfillment and happiness.  We hope that their time as a student at our school will 
always be a fond memory to each of them as they spread across the world in their future 
endeavours. 
 
 
 

SIXTH ANNUAL GRADUATION 
CEREMONY AND AWARDING OF 

THE TES HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
Friday 29th May 2009 





 
On Week 4, May 11th to May 15th, our students were assessed by the Test of Proficiency-Huayu 
(TOP), which is a foreign language proficiency test for non-native speakers of Chinese. It is 
conducted by the Steering Committee for the Test of Proficiency-Huayu (SC-TOP) under the 
supervision of National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU), under the direction of the Ministry of 
Education of R.O.C. As TOP is well established and based on the Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFR), our Chinese department 
has decided to use it as a reference to establish a solid placement and levelling scheme for TES 
students.  
 
TOP is administrated in four levels: from Beginners, Basic, through to Intermediate and Advanced. 
At the same time, the Committee has recently developed another proficiency test named the 
Children’s Chinese Competency Certification (CCCC) for non-native learners between 7 and 12 
years old. Our students have been assessed through the different levels depending on their 
Chinese proficiency. We will then compare this test results with the previous one we did at the 
beginning of this school year and see the improvement of our students after one year’s Chinese 
studies. This is the second time we have invited SC-TOP to help assess our students’ Chinese 
proficiency, and we are looking forward to having continuous and close cooperation with the 
Committee in the future. The test results will be released in early June and will be put into 
individual June reports.  
 
Another great and exciting piece of news to share is that Vivian Chan (H3) won the first prize of 
10,000 NT dollars and Jeffrey Shih (H2) won the third prize of 6,000 NT dollars in the Chinese 
Composition Contest conducted by SC-TOP in March. Our students have again surprised us and 
made us very proud! Congratulations to both winners! 
 
                                                                                                        Aicha Chuan for the CLC Team 
 
 

           
 

      



Year 7 Geography Yehliu Field Trip  
 
On a hot and sticky day the Year 7s and their teachers travelled to Yehliu and Jinshan to put the theory 
that they had learned in the classroom into practice.   
 
After a circuitous bus ride to Yehliu the students were shown a film giving them information about the 
features that are found here.  They were then let loose with their designated teacher to sketch, 
photograph and write about the features and how man has impacted on the coast.  This was a hot task, 
especially with Mr. Bracken as he went over the whole area trailing his group behind him.   
 
The mainland Chinese tourists showed a great interest in the students and wanted to know what they 
were doing.  However these tourists also enabled the students to appreciate the problems that occur 
when large numbers of people want to visit a small area and the detrimental impact this can have. Having 
sketched the area and photographed the Queen’s Head with and without students posing, found the 
mushroom rocks and investigated the cave in the cliff the, the students sat in the shade for a well 
deserved lunch. 
 
Then it was off to the buses again and down the coast to Jinshan Beach.  Here the students had to 
investigate Long Shore Drift. They threw oranges into the sea, timed them for a minute and then 
measured the distance they had travelled.  This was repeated at least 5 times and the results recorded.  
They could now see what they had been taught in class in terms of the movement of the sand along the 
beach. 
 
On return they put together a group presentation of the features that they had seen and the impact of 
man on the coast. Hopefully the trip to the beach has allowed the students to appreciate the coast and 
why they need to look after this environment for future generations. 
 
Caroline Creasey – Head of Geography 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9 Trip to the Gold Ecological Park 
 
On the 27th May the Year 9 class of Taipei European School went to the ex-mining village and 
Japanese concentration camp in Jinguashi.  
 
The day began with a scenic drive through Taiwan’s more rural areas, which led us to the mining 
village of Jinguashi. This is where the group met our guide Michael Hurst who has written 
extensively about Taiwanese POW camps and has been a influential advocate for the restoration of 
Jinguashi’s mines and camp. 
 
This was followed by a tour around the grounds of the gold mines where the students saw some 
Japanese-style accommodation of the period as well as the Crown Prince’s Chalet, where many 
enjoyed the idea of him playing on his “mini golf” course. 
 
The group was then led into the gold mine, equipped with very fashionable sanitation hats and 
miner’s helmets. Within the mine the conditions in which the miners had to work was discovered 
and the dangers involved in working in them.  Mr Hurst told us that an ex-POW described one 
recently opened section of the mine as “Just what it was like when we worked the mine”. 
 
From here the next stop was the Gold Building, which contained a variety of artefacts recovered 
from the mines and their surroundings. The group were able to see the technology used by miners 
during the period as well as ways in which the POWs coped with day-to-day life in such harsh 
conditions, with songs (well recreated by Michael himself), short cuts from work and group 
motivation. One of the highlights of this part of the day was for all to witness the world’s largest 
gold bar (weighing 220.3kg at a value of over $7 million NT), many tried to take it home, but were 
unsuccessful. 
 
After a short lunch break the group eagerly headed towards the concentration camp grounds in 
which men from many European countries were imprisoned. On the way the route the prisoners had 
to march to work each day was pointed out and fortunately for us the rail line down to one of the 
factories had been cut, allowing the group an opportunity to see all the way down. 
 
The final stage of the trip was to enter the grounds of the camp. Although all that remained was the 
front gateposts, the children did their best to imagine how it was set out. Michael recounted several 
interesting stories of how the POWs were treated and the valiant attempts by their Canadian doctor 
to keep them as healthy as possible. Fergus Tollervy, Ned Dale and Katherine Wang all shared 
moving readings with the group, followed by a minutes silence to reflect on the lives lost in the 
camp. 
 
After an exciting, educational and moving day, it was noticeable in all who took part during the day 
that they had been affected in one way or another. 
 
 
 
 



On the 27th May the Year 9 class of Taipei European School went to the 
 ex-mining village and Japanese concentration camp in Jinguashi. 

 



 
Zweiter sehr erfolgreicher Jahrgang der Klasse 10 

(von Emmanuel Fritzen / Schulleiter) 
 
Zum zweiten Mal haben die Schüler der Klasse 10 der Deutschen Sektion erfolgreich die deutsche Abschlussprüfung 
bestanden! 
 

Stephan-Adres Saß, Susanne Jung, Nadia Dippenaar und Mindy Maloney mit Schulleiter Fritzen 
 
Wie schon im vergangenen Jahr ist der Ausbildungsgang für die Schüler in den Klassenstufen 9 und 10 in der 
Deutschen Sektion der Taipei European School etwas ganz Besonderes. Während der Unterricht in den Klassen 1 bis 8 
mit Ausnahme von Kunst, Musik und Sport im Wesentlichen entsprechend den von der Kultusministerkonferenz 
genehmigten deutschen Rahmenplänen für die Auslandsschulen in Ost- und Südostasien und Australien erfolgt, nehmen 
die Schüler der Klassenstufen 9 und 10 an einem Sonderprogramm teil, bei dem etwa 60% des Unterrichts auf Englisch 
nach den britischen Rahmenplänen zum International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) der 
Universität Cambridge und etwa 40% auf Deutsch nach den oben genannten Rahmenplänen erfolgt. 
 
Am Ende dieser zwei Jahre legen die Schüler sowohl die IGCSE-Prüfung als auch die Prüfung zum mittleren deutschen 
Bildungsabschluss ab. Hauptschüler erlangen am Ende der Klasse 9 den Hauptschulabschluss, Realschüler am Ende 
der Klasse 10 den Mittleren Bildungsabschluss und Gymnasiasten die Berechtigung zum Übergang in die 
Qualifikationsphase der Gymnasialen Oberstufe im 12jährigen Ausbildungsgang zum Abitur. 
 
Die Abschlussprüfung bestand in diesem Jahr für unsere vier Gymnasiasten aus drei schriftlichen zentralen 
Prüfungsaufgaben Anfang März, die im Auftrag der Kultusministerkonferenz vom Thüringer Kultusministerium kamen, 
und den mündlichen Prüfungen am 27. Mai 2009. 
 
Schriftlich wurden unsere Schüler in den Fächern Deutsch, Englisch und Mathematik geprüft und erzielten bei diesen 
zentralen Prüfungen insgesamt siebenmal „sehr gute“ Leistungen! 
 
Die mündlichen Prüfungen fanden zum zweiten Mal in Prüfungspartnerschaft mit der Deutschen Schule Seoul statt. Frau 
Guther war uns schon vom letzten Jahr als äußerst kompetente und erfahrene Prüferin bekannt. Dieses Jahr kam als 
zweiter Prüfer Herr Meier-Schütze, welcher ebenfalls eine sehr große Prüfungserfahrung und hohe Kompetenz 
mitbrachte.  Die Prüfungen fanden unter Leitung der von der KMK entsandten Prüfungsleiterin Frau Meyer-Wyk statt. Sie 
ist Referentin im Sächsischen Kultusministerium und Vertreterin ihres Bundeslandes im Bund-Länder-Ausschuss für die 
Schulische Arbeit im Ausland (BLASCHA). 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links: Die Prüfer Frau Guther und Herr Meier-Schütze von der Deutschen Schule Seoul  
International mit Schulleiter Fritzen 

Rechts: Prüfungsleiterin Frau Referentin Meyer-Wyk bei Ihrer Ansprache zur Verabschiedung 
 
Nach der Prüfungsordnung wird für jeden Schüler eine mündliche Prüfung angesetzt. Die Prüflinge können sich 
allerdings freiwillig zu einer weiteren Prüfung melden, wenn sie versuchen wollen, ihre Note zu verbessern. 
 
Wie im Vorfeld nicht anders zu erwarten wurden unsere Schüler alle zur Prüfung zugelassen und haben alle diese 
bestanden. Der Fächerkanon des Abschlusses umfasst Deutsch, Mathematik, Englisch, Französisch, Geschichte 
Sozialkunde, Physik, Chemie, Biologie und Sport. Als Endnoten erzielten alle vier Schüler zusammen achtmal die Note 
„sehr gut“, neunmal die Note „gut“, achtzehnmal die Note „befriedigend“ und fünfmal die Note „ausreichend“. Die sehr 
guten Endnoten liegen alle in den Fächern Mathematik, Englisch und Sport. 
 
Bemerkenswert ist, dass alle vier Prüflinge mehrsprachig aufgewachsen sind. 
 
Am Abend des 27. Mai erhielten unsere vier erfolgreichen Zehntklässler in einer stilvollen Feierstunde im Atrium des 
Phase-2-Gebäudes ihre Zeugnisse überreicht.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links CEO John Nixon, rechts Vorstandsmitglied Stefan Schaab – bei der Verabschiedung 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Damit ist für sie zwar im deutschen System der Abschluss erreicht, sie müssen aber für den IGCSE-Abschluss noch 
jeweils drei Klausuren der Universität Cambridge schreiben. Wir wünschen unseren Prüflingen auch für diese letzten 
Hürden viel Erfolg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mit den deutschen Lehrern der Sekundarstufe, den Prüfern und der Prüfungsleiterin. 
 
Wie geht es weiter: Drei unserer Prüflinge bleiben an der TES und treten nach den Sommerferien in das zweijährige IB-
Diplom-Programm der High School ein. Eine Schülerin geht nach Deutschland und wird dort die Qualifikationsphase der 
gymnasialen Oberstufe besuchen. Viel Erfolg! 
 



 

ENVIRONMENT  FOCUS : 
‘ACT LIKE YOU LIVE HERE!’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Key Stage 3 Parents, 
 
Please ensure that you have signed and returned the permission slip for your son/daughter to 
be involved in the Yangmingshan park ‘clean up’. This will take place during the morning of 
Thursday 11th June. Students will require comfortable clothes that will get dirty! A cap, water 
and sunscreen. Gloves will be provided and your child will be supervised by staff. Thanks to 
Mr David Bracken for his organisation of this worthwhile Service project. Students will 
return to the ESC for lunch and complete a reflection on the morning’s events in the 
afternoon.   
 
For your convenience a copy of the slip is below: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Please complete the permission slip and return it to your child’s Form teacher by Monday 8th June. 
 
Name of student: ___________________________ Class:___________ 
 
I give my son/daughter permission to attend the World Environment Day Field trip on Thursday 11th June. YES/NO 
 
Signed:  ___________________________________ 
 
Medical conditions to be aware of_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Number:______________________________ 
 
CONGRATULATIONS! To the following students 
 
Kees Stijne  and Stephanie Juang Year 8 
Fergus Tollervey Year 9  
Charlotte Huang , Brian Hsia  and Corola Wohlfahrt H1 
Tina Gunnarsson H2 
Anne Chen H3 
 
The following teachers will accompany students: 
Mr Latchford, Dr Trickett, Ms Tsai and Ms Chang. 
 
These students will meet Dr. Jane Goodall on Tuesday 9th June and be a part of 
an exclusive TES interview. Well done for your excellent entries. 

 

 
 
 



World Environment Day at the ESC 
       Friday 12th June 

Poster design and creation by Yvonne Hsu H1 
 
Dear Parents and friends of TES, 
You are invited to join us on Friday 12th June as we learn more about environmental issues to mark World Environment 
Day. The UN World Environment Day is today! (Friday 5th June). H1 students will be taking the lead and  have been 
working with their teacher leaders on presentations and activities in PSHE over the last few weeks. The EAG 
 will also run activities in the morning session. We are especially thrilled to welcome the following 
organisations who will be making presentations from 10am to 2.15pm. The students have been working very hard and 
we are looking forward to an exciting day. This will be a –non-uniform day for Key Stage 3 and we request that 
everyone wears something green. 

 
Taiwan Watch 

Bio-Architecture Formosana. The creators of Beitou ‘Green Library’ 
Taiwan Education Action Network 

Green Formosa Front 
Roots and Shoots 

 
Plans for the day will be sent home next week, if you are able to join us we would love to see you. 
H1 and GREEN TEAM     For enquiries please contact: rachel.harris@tes.tp.edu.tw 

 
 
 



22000099  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  TTeeeennaaggeerr  SSoocccceerr  FFeessttiivvaall  iinn  CCii--SSaaiinn  
 
On Saturday May 16 our Year 7 boys football team travelled to Ci-Sain for the prestigious International 
Teenager 5-a-side Soccer Festival. Six teams were entered into the competition TES, the International 
Team, Tianmu, the Taipei Japanese School and two teams from Ilan. In our squad was Casper Ekberg, 
Rohan Sinha, David Volz, Felix Klem, Bolun Topham, Jensen Yang, Brian Kuo, Jonas Huber and John 
Turner. 
 
We met at 0730 at the EPC with clear skies and the promise of a very warm day. After our one and 
three quarter hour bus journey we arrived in Ci-Sain to witness a great deal of pageantry and cheering 
from our host school. The boys were made to feel very welcome and settled in to prepare for their first 
game against Tianmu. Unfortunately the bus trip took its toll and we took most of the first half to settle 
into the game. Our high class opposition created many chances and compliments of some defensive 
errors where two crosses were slowed down but not blocked Tianmu opened up a two-nil lead. A good 
goal by Jonas was answered by Tianmu and we went into half time 3-1 down. He second half was a 
much more intense struggle as we mounted a comeback. Jonas scored two more goals matched again by 
Tianmu to make it 5-3. When Jensen slotted in our fourth we looked in with a chance but Tianmu hung 
on to finish 5-4 victors. The boys now realized that they were in for a tough day. The weather was sunny 
and hot but not as hot as the competition. It would take every ounce of energy and effort to overcome 
the talented and generally bigger opposition sides. 
 
A very entertaining opening ceremony followed including lion dancers, a football dance by our host team 
and a group of students in their swimming attire doing a Moari haka, Mr Edwards would have been 
very impressed. Jonas took on film star status with some of the Ilan girls who followed him around for 
the rest of the day taking photos and talking to him. However Jonas remained very focused on the job at 
hand and proved to be our most valuable player with 5 goals for the day. 
 
Our next match was against one of the Ilan teams. Again we started slowly and were completely 
outplayed in the first half trailing three-nil. However the opposition had played all of their star players 
and they were now struggling in the heat. After some very stern words at half-time and with our better 
use of the interchange the second half proved to be completely different. John finished some great work 
by Felix who then scored the teams second, Jonas popped up with another goal and with time running 
out Felix scored the winning goal. It was the only half where I feel the boys played at their best. The 
defense, led by Bolun, worked very hard to keep out the opposition. A 4-3 win meant we qualified for the 
third and fourth place play-off against the other Ilan team. 
 
A better first half against a weary opposition saw us go into half time 2-1 ahead thanks to goals from 
Jonas and Brain but the lead should have been greater. A very tight second half where Ilan threw 
everything at us and we squandered a few good opportunities saw us still 2-1 ahead with seconds to go. 
Ilan crossed the ball and another defensive error saw the ball roll across the front of the goal David 
valiantly tried to clear the ball but it hit one of the Ilan players a flew into the goal followed very shortly 
by the full-time whistle. A tense penalty shoot-out followed which Ilan won 3-2. 
 
I believe the boys will have learnt much from playing in such a high standard competition and I would 
like to thank the organizers for what was an excellent tournament and Peter Schultz and AJ for making 
it all possible. I would like to thank all the boys in the Year 7 squad for their hard work over the season. 
I feel that they all, but especially our less experienced players, developed greatly and they were always 
a pleasure to take to games. I would also like to thank the parents for their great support throughout 
the season; this created a great atmosphere at our games. 
 
Paul Turner (coach) 



 Protéger notre environnement  

 
 
Ce mardi 2 juin, les élèves du collège de la section française, invités par l’entreprise Veolia, ont 
découvert 2 sites majeurs pour le traitement des déchets domestiques des habitants de Taipei; 
le centre de traitement des eaux usées, et l’incinérateur de Bali. 
 

o Que deviennent les 250 litres d’eau que nous faisons couler du robinet chaque jour ? 
 Pour la ville de Taipei, plus avancée que d’autres régions Taiwanaises sur ces questions 
environnementales, 95%des habitations sont reliées à un réseau de collecte. La 
majorité de ces eaux usées d’origine domestique collectées, est alors traitée par cette 
usine, le plus grand centre de traitement des eaux usées d’Asie...avant d’être rejetée 
« propre » à quelques kilomètres de là, au fond de la mer...ainsi, la qualité des eaux de 
riviére et de mer  est-elle sauvegardée. 
Au dela de ce souci de « préservation  de la propreté », cette usine « recycle » la 
matiére issue des  eaux traitées. 
Deja, elle fournit des matériaux utilisés pour fertiliser les sols...et lorsqu’elle aura 
atteint sa pleine capacité, elle produira du « biogaz » 



 
o Que deviennent les ordures que nous déposons dans les sacs « bleus » ? 

C’est ce que nous avons pu comprendre grâce a notre seconde visite, trés 
impressionnante, qui  nous a conduit au coeur de l’incinerateur de Bali....Nous avons pu 
découvrir tout le circuit suivi par les 1300 tonnes de dèchets incinerés ici tous les jours, 
et les processus mis en oeuvre pour la qualité de l’air et de l’eau, dans notre 
environnement. 
 



 
Pour que la nature reste belle...protégeons notre environnement !!!! 

 
 
 Marie Simon 
 


